
Rector-designate:  Modbury Mission Community, South Hams of Devon 
 

 

The Bishop of Plymouth writes: 

 

This is a benefice in good heart centred around the market town of Modbury and with each 

of the four villages having its own character and attractions.  The churches are looking for 

someone who will be sensitive to the variety that there is within the multi-parish benefice 

while being passionate about the Gospel, a teacher, preacher and leader within the churches 

while enjoying being involved with the wider communities. 

 

There is plenty of scope to build on the fine ministry of the previous incumbent. 

 

The priorities of the Diocese of Exeter are: 

 

 Growing in Prayer 

 Making New Disciples 

 Serving the People of Devon with joy 

 

and we would welcome applications from clergy committed to these priorities and who are 

enthusiastic about working collaboratively with clergy and lay colleagues within the mission 

communities in which parishes are now structured. 

 

The post is being advertised as that of Rector-designate but, as mentioned in the profile, 

there are no plans or proposals for pastoral reorganisation involving the five parishes of the 

mission community.   Over the past few years, Woodleigh Deanery Synod has been carrying 
out some well-considered pastoral reorganisation across the deanery; this has included the 

transfer from the Modbury benefice of one small rural parish (East Allington) which is 

already functioning for all practical purposes as part of the adjoining group.   The legal 

transfer is in its final stages with the Church Commissioners, and we expected it to have 

been signed off well before an appointment to Modbury was due to be made.   However, the 

scheme has been delayed for technical reasons and therefore this appointment has to be 

advertised as Rector-designate.   We hope the process will have finished by the time the 

new priest starts work, in which case he or she will be instituted as Rector from the 

outset.   Otherwise, he or she will be licensed as priest-in-charge initially and will be made 

incumbent of the benefice as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

These parishes are set in one of the most lovely areas of Devon and long for someone to 

lead them who loves people and who love the Lord, and (as the profile indicates) would say 

with St Paul, “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel”. 

 

+Nick McKinnel 

Bishop of Plymouth 

 

 

Contact Details: 

 

The Rt Revd Nick McKinnel, Bishop of Plymouth   (01752) 500059 

The Venerable Douglas Dettmer, Archdeacon of Totnes  (01626) 832064 


