
 

 

AD CLERUM:  November 2017 

 

Dear Colleagues 

The unchallenged narrative in circulation today sees Christianity in decline and the Church as 

the preserve of the retired. So it was welcome news on Radio 4’s Today programme that Giles 

Fraser won his £5 bet with John Humphrys: there are indeed more people in church on Sunday 

than attend football matches. In Devon we have had our own fillip with the publication of the 

national mission statistics which reveals that for the second year running church attendance in 

our Diocese has actually gone up. Praise God and put out the flags. 

Equally encouraging was the Clergy Conference in September at the Royal Agricultural College 

in Cirencester. It was our first diocesan conference for five years and the line-up of speakers 

was outstanding.  The conference was entitled ‘Alive to God’ and we came away with a fresh 

vision of the generous love of our amazing God. 

Cathedral 

The Feast of Christ the King at the end of this month sees the installation of Jonathan Greener 

as 71st Dean of the Cathedral. I hope many of you will be able to be present and pray God’s 

blessing on the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. For the last ten years Jonathan has been 

Dean of Wakefield Cathedral where he has done sterling work in reviving its fortunes, 

remodelling its interior and growing its congregations. We look forward to his arrival and to a 

new chapter in the life of the Cathedral unfurling.  

Canon Mike Williams has been serving as Acting Dean and in a remarkably short time has 
transformed the financial and administrative life of the Cathedral. We owe him, Bishop Martin 

Shaw, the acting Precentor, and their colleagues on Chapter a huge debt of gratitude for 

maintaining the life of the Cathedral in recent months. We also salute Geoff Bush who has 

completed his ninth and final year as Chair of the Cathedral Council, a role which he has 

undertaken with tenacity and thoroughness. Barnabas Hurst-Bannister has been appointed in 

succession to Geoff and we look forward to his leadership of the Council. 

 



New CofE website 

On the back of extensive digital research, the new Church of England website is launched this 

month. Last year the existing site had no less than 12.3 million views of which 66% were new 

visitors. The research has further discovered that, aside from the age group 18-24, ALL age 

groups have equal engagement digitally in Church of England website because, contrary to the 

current narrative, the population at large are far more interested in matters of faith than our 

detractors would have people believe.  

The new Church of England website focuses on explaining the Christian faith in an engaging way 

and helping people to grow in their faith. Lots of new videos have been commissioned to bring 

this to life and will feature throughout. The site has been specifically designed to work well on 

mobile phones and is equipped with a much better search facility. The design team has also 

improved the layout and formatting of Common Worship and BCP materials. So please take a 

look and encourage your parishioners to do so too. 

A Church Near You 

May I also encourage you to use social media more in advertising your Advent and Christmas 

services? Please upload the details onto the A Church Near You website which is also being 
relaunched this month by the Church of England on its website. This is a very popular resource 

which, being embedded in Google, is more effective than most individual websites. Research has 

shown that three main groups of people access the site: tourists on holiday looking for a church 

service (that is an important fact for us in Devon), parents looking for a church where their 

children can be baptized, and couples looking for a church for their wedding. People today, and 

not just young people, use the internet and social media to access all sorts of information. 

What’s the point of organising imaginative and meaningful Christmas services if nobody, apart 

from the ‘in crowd’, knows about them? Advent and Christmas is a real opportunity for a push. 

Let’s not miss a trick. 

The Pilgrim Way: A Guide to the Christian faith 

In the early Church the process of formation for baptism and life-long discipleship was called 

‘catechesis’. The aim was to build a resounding inner echo of God’s word, an image of Christ at 

the centre of each person’s life through learning very simple core texts by heart. From earliest 

times the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer formed the basis of what became known as a 

catechism: a simple and compelling way of forming disciples in the Christian faith and helping 

them to live out that faith with joy. The Commandments and the Beatitudes were also used 

from earliest times. The catechism in the Book of Common Prayer is the best known example in 

the Anglican tradition. 

The New Year sees the publication of the new Pilgrim catechism, entitled The Pilgrim Way. It 

stands in this great catechetical tradition, consciously drawing on all that has gone before. It 

seeks to offer something new for today’s generation of Christians, helping us to understand and 

live out our faith and identity as followers of Jesus Christ. As one of the four authors of the 

new catechism, I hope it will be a resource to help people understand and grow in their faith. 

https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=544ba16e75&e=57b780df7f


We offer it in the conviction that the renewal and revival of catechesis is urgently needed in 

today’s Church. Please look out for it!  

Clergy financial assistance 

There are a number of trusts in the Diocese that are available predominantly for the support 

and relief of clergy and their dependents. The trusts and a brief description of the terms under 

which they are able to support grant applications can be found on the diocesan website 

http://exeter.anglican.org/ministry/ordained-ministry/sources-grant-funding.  

Many of you will be aware of one of these trusts in particular, The Bishop of Exeter’s Clergy Fund, 

which is administered from my office in the Gatehouse. The objectives of this trust are “for the 

advancement of religion through the support of licensed clergy and others employed and/or 

actively engaged in the ministry of the Church of England”. I welcome applications for grants 

from those of you who are in particular need and feel they fulfil the criteria. Applications forms 

can be obtained from your Suffragan Bishop, Archdeacon, Rural Dean or directly from my 

office. The form can also be downloaded from the diocesan website. 

Clergy Quiet Days 2018 

I will again be hosting a series of quiet days next year in the Cathedral and Palace for licensed 
clergy in the Diocese. The majority of the days fall in Lent with a couple in Eastertide. I am 

heartened by their popularity and by the number of you who have said how helpful they have 

been. I invite you again to set aside time in your schedule to join me for a day of reflection and 

prayer early next year. Please note the dates in your diary now: Thursday 15th February; 

Monday 19th February; Tuesday 20th February; Monday 26th February; Monday 5th March; 

Tuesday 13th March; Monday 19th March. 

If you wish to book your place an online booking system is in operation which can be found 

using this link  http://exeter.anglican.org/bishop-roberts-quiet-days. 

Retired clergy and clergy widows/widowers 

I value the contribution our retired clergy make to the life of the Diocese enormously. Their 

continued ministry and the experience they bring to the life of our Mission Communities are 

much appreciated. As you know, I have appointed Bishop’s Retired Clergy Officers as well as 

Clergy Widows and Widowers Officers, and the current list is available from my office should 

you need to contact any of them. There will soon be a retired clergy page on our Diocesan 

website which will have the up-to-date list of officers and their contact details, together with 

links to some useful documents. 

One thing I would ask is that you let my office know when someone retires into the Diocese or 

in retirement moves away. Please also let us know about the death of retired clergy or their 

spouses, so I can write to the family as soon as possible. We no longer get information from 

the Church of England Pensions Board about such moves and rely on local clergy telling us. 

http://exeter.anglican.org/ministry/ordained-ministry/sources-grant-funding
http://exeter.anglican.org/bishop-roberts-quiet-days


And speaking of retirement, many will know Gracey Court at Broadclyst, just outside Exeter. It 

is one of six supported housing schemes for retired clergy. Its facilities are available not just to 

the clergy, but to anyone in receipt of a Church of England pension, including widows and 

widowers. Frustratingly, under changes that have come into force under the Data Protection 

Act, like us the trustees of Gracey Court are no longer informed by the Pensions Board when 

clergy retire. As a result they too have become totally dependent on word of mouth to 

advertise their facilities. There are a number of self-contained flats available to be rented 

(including seven flats for married couples) with a gradated service charge, depending on the 

level of support required. If you are interested, please be in touch with Karen Fewins: 

Karen.fewins@churchofengland.org  

Life on the Frontline: a resource for Lent 

Most Christians spend 95% of their waking time in non-church related activities. ’Frontline’ is a 

term often used to refer to these everyday places. However young or old, healthy or 

employed, cutting-edge or relatively retro we are, we each have a frontline. ‘Life on the 

Frontline’ is a short DVD-based course that helps us explore what the impact might be in our 

communities, schools, clubs and workplaces if we were better able to make a difference for 
Christ. It provides a mixture of film clips, Bible reflections and real-life stories. It could serve as 

a stimulating Lent course as we seek to deepen our discipleship.  

Healing and Deliverance Ministry 

Deliverance ministry is offered to those troubled in mind or spirit by feelings of unease in 

particular buildings, paranormal activity or concerns that they themselves are under evil 

influences. This is carried out by a team of clergy across the Diocese who are trained and 

experienced in this ministry. They are deployed when requested by Prebendary Nick Shutt 

(01822 854653; nick@westdartmoor.church) who now has oversight of the group in succession 

to the Venerable John Rawlings.  

This ministry is always shared with the local parish priest and the team has access to medical 

advice when necessary because people who ask for ‘deliverance’ often have complex histories 

and sometimes mental health issues. Clergy will want to respond with generosity to requests, 

but in these cases more harm than good can be done by people acting precipitately or 

inappropriately, thereby possibly laying themselves open to legal action. I cannot emphasise 

enough how important it is that clergy act with advice and under authority. Please be in touch 

with Nick if you have any concerns. 

#GodWithUs – the national Christmas campaign 

I hope everyone is aware of this year’s Advent and Christmas Campaign, #GodWithUs. This 

year is a series of short reflections introduced by Archbishop Justin entitled ‘Your Christmas 

Journey’ which runs throughout December and into early January 2018. Do make use of it. It’s 

available in print, on social media, by email or texting – just text GodWithUs to 88802. 

 

mailto:gracey.court@churchofengland.org
mailto:nick@westdartmoor.church
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=c3a2713bb4&e=57b780df7f


In our world it is sometimes hard to hold on to our belief in the coming reign of God and the 

sovereignty of grace. So many things seem to militate against it. But that is precisely what the 

Bible teaches and what we in Advent proclaim. Ultimately we all stand before the judgement 

seat of the One who has loved us for all eternity. That puts everything into perspective and 

why Advent is supremely a season of hope.  

Bishop Nick, Bishop Sarah and the Archdeacons join me in sending you our very good wishes 

for Advent and your Christmas celebrations. 

With my thanks for our partnership in the Gospel, 

+ Robert 


