
PARISH CHURCHES OF 

  
 ALL SAINTS ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 

       SPARKWELL            CORNWOOD 

 

We are two rural parishes with an overall population of about 2,500 comprising a wide 

social mix and with an average age around 44. 

 

The two parishes, along with Harford and St John’s Ivybridge form the South Dartmoor 

Mission Community. We are 10 miles from Plymouth and 10 minutes from the A38. 

 

Each parish has a beautiful church and a loyal, hard-working and talented group of 

supporters. 

 

We are looking to recruit a new Priest who is: 

 

• Outgoing and gregarious 

• Able to engage with the young and the elderly 

• Keen to become involved in the lives of the villages 

• Supportive of music in the church services 

• Prepared to support joint church and school activities in Sparkwell 

• And lead collective worship in Cornwood church and school 

 

 

Monthly Services 

 

Week Sparkwell Cornwood 

1 Sung Eucharist 11am 

Choral Evensong 5pm 

Sung eucharist 9.30am 

2 Sung Eucharist 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

3 Sung Eucharist 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

4 Sung Eucharist 11am Fresh Expressions 10:00 am 

5 Sung Eucharist 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

 

Average attendance is 45 at Sparkwell and 39 at Cornwood. 

Both congregations are comprised mainly of people older than 50. 

Attendance at both churches is often much higher at festivals. 

 

 



Supporting roles in place: 

 

Role Sparkwell Cornwood 

Parish Secretary Carol Lee - 

Experienced Churchwardens Christine Kendrick 

Vernon Lee 

Marilyn Sharp 

Brian Mead 

Organist, Music Director, 

Cantor 

Mike Hodge Mike Hodge 

  Bellringers 

 

 

Both churches have experienced PCCs, Deanery synod reps, choirs, flower arrangers, 

etc. 

 

Sparkwell church benefits from the beautifully appointed Rowe Hall, the recent building 

of which was enabled by the benefactor Thomas Rowe. A variety of activities have 

already been hosted there, thereby encouraging many members of the community to 

access the Church. 

 

Cornwood Church has limited space for providing hospitality, but the Special Events 

Committee has operated successfully for a number of years, putting on a wide variety of 

events to connect church and community, whilst raising substantial amounts of money. 

 

 

Village Communities 

 

• Both have active communities, supporting a wide range of village events. 

• Both have well used village halls - Sparkwell puts on a very popular pantomime each 

year. 

• Both have primary schools:  Sparkwell has a Free School and a Montessori Nursery, 

and Cornwood has a Church of England school. 

• Sparkwell has a renowned gastro-pub in the Treby Arms. 

• Cornwood has a shop, part-time Post Office, and a Pub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALL SAINTS PARISH CHURCH, SPARKWELL 
 

 
 

 

THE ROWE HALL 
 

 
 



The parish of Sparkwell has evolved and developed a reputation for its open welcoming 

atmosphere, by community spirit, weddings, baptisms, Sunday Eucharist, Evensong and 

social gatherings, which have recently been greatly enhanced by the building and 

opening of our spiritually wonderful, oak and glass built Rowe Hall, enabled by our 

benefactor the late Thomas Rowe. 
 

  
 

Although the hall was only completed in March 2017, we have held a variety of 

activities including lunches, breakfasts and cream teas. 
 

The intention is to have regular breakfasts and lunches throughout the year to which all 

members of the community are invited. We are also having a Christmas Tree festival 

this year as part of our ongoing fundraising activities.  
 

The hall is also used by a variety of local organisations such as Pilates, art classes, cubs 

scouts, Yoga, and is actively expanding on this. 

 

 
A Sparkwell Wedding 



The Congregation 

 

There is a loyal and devoted Sparkwell congregation of approximately 45, from all 

walks of life, who love and support each other and cherish our beautiful church of All 

Saints. We have a weekly communion service plus a monthly choral evensong. We are 

continually reaching-out to the community wherever they may be, for new members and 

for those looking to regain their faith in what can be a difficult life and world.  We will 

not cease to maintain that search. 

 

 

The Choir, the Organist/Musical Director and Cantor 

 

Both parishes share a wonderful organist, musical director and choir master in Mr 

Michael Hodge, who plays at most services and directs robed choirs at both churches.  

Choir practices are eagerly attended, as they are as much of a social occasion as a choir 

practice.  Mike and the choirs, particularly at Sparkwell, enthusiastically embrace music 

of all styles and traditions, the whole spectrum from plainsong to contemporary and 

folk.  The Sparkwell choir, especially enjoy the monthly full choral evensong service. 

Michael is a wonderful singer who is also our cantor. The congregations love the music. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH, CORNWOOD 
 

 
 

St Michael and All Angels Church dates from the thirteenth century and was extended in 

the 15th century.  It has lovely Victorian stain glass windows and a Jacobean pulpit. 

 

We have an active bell ringing team who ring for every service and a choir that sings on 

third Sunday of every month and at all church festivals. Our church is run by rotas which 

seem to work well.  Members of the congregation read the lessons and intercessions. The 

average church attendance is 28 but can range from 16 to over 40 and we currently have 

a Eucharist service every Sunday. 

 

On Christmas Eve we have a Christingle service at 4.30pm and for many years it has had 

a large following.  We give out around 150 Christingles and the congregation numbers 

between 300 and 400 people.  Children from the village perform a nativity play within 

the service.  This is another tradition that we are keen to maintain. 

 

 



Special Events Committee 

 

We have a very successful special events committee who raise approximately £12,000 a 

year on a variety of events such as a fun run and 10k run, a biannual Fair in the Square 

and flower festival and Friends of St Michael’s 100 club. 

 

 
 

This is how we make the presence of the Church visible in the parish. 

 

 

Cornwood C of E Primary School 

 

The village has a church school of around 80 children, and we are very anxious to 

maintain very close contact with the school and raise the religious ethos from good to 

outstanding. 

 

We have started an ‘Open the Book’ group and a churchwarden and both foundation 

governors sit on the ethos committee.  The Children come to the church for all their 

special services and we need our incumbent to take collective worship at the 

school at least twice a term. 

 

We have an excellent Head of teaching and learning, who is very keen that our new priest 

would be fully committed to the school. 


