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The Diocese of Exeter’s vision for 
growth includes a major new 
project, Growing the Rural Church. 
Established last month, the project 
works with rural churches and their 

communities to help find creative ways to 
ensure growth and sustainability. The project 
is being backed by a £1 million grant from 
the Church Commissioners with additional 
funding from our Diocesan Synod, and aims 
to work with 100 rural churches over the next 
seven years.

Marian Carson, the project manager 
for Growing the Rural Church said: “We 
are beginning with some pilot mission 
communities and are planning to have one 
in each Archdeaconry, so that the project 
is more accessible to people across Devon. 
The project is designed to get rural mission 
communities to think about how they can use 
their church buildings in creative ways so that 
they can grow their mission.”  

A section has been added to our website 
for Growing the Rural Church and it includes 
a link to a form where mission communities 
can express an interest in joining the project. 
Once the form has been submitted the next 
stage will see discussions with your mission 
community, Marian and your Archdeacon, 

about how the project can support your 
vision for mission and growth. In the future 
this web page will be developed to include 
links to useful guidance and next steps in 
growing your mission.

Growing the Rural Church has set up a 
twitter page that frequently tweets about 
community activities across the Diocese, as 
well as signposting to training and events. 
Follow the twitter page by searching for their 
handle @GtRCDevon. 

ial time dedicated to renewing the life of 
prayer in our churches. As I am going around 
the Diocese, one of the priorities I am talking 
about is the importance of us growing in 
prayer and so I am asking people to come 
together and pray together in creative and 
imaginative ways for their communities.”

How can you get involved? Churches and 
other buildings will open for prayer every day 
and we are hoping people will get together 
in creative ways to pray. This could be a 
24/7 prayer event, a pilgrimage, a retreat 
or any number of ways. Let us know at 
communications@exeter.anglican.org

For prayer resource ideas visit  
www.thykingdomcome.global and for further 
details visit www.exeter.anglican.org
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Prayer events will take place across 
our diocese as part of the archbishop’s 
initiative Thy Kingdom Come. 
See inside for more details.



THY KINGDOM COME
This month, from Ascension to Pentecost 
(25 May – 4 June) events will be taking place 
across our diocese as part of this year’s 
global wave of prayer, Thy Kingdom 
Come (TKC). In Exmouth, Bishop 
Sarah will be in the town on 
Ascension Day offering to pray for 
those she meets. Other events 
during the 10 days will include a 
prayer walk and a quiet morning 
and, as part of the Exmouth 
Festival, a prayer stop on the 
Art Trail.

In Plymstock & Hooe, Plymouth, a church 
will be open for the duration offering a 
variety of creative prayer stations open to all.

Diocesan Mission Enabler Barry Dugmore 
said: “From the initial response to Thy Kingdom 
Come Global, I sense that we’ll see an 

amazing variety and creativity in prayer 
across the communities of Devon. 

With prayer events in our churches 
and other places I think there will 
be a fresh sense of what God is 
doing, and how the Kingdom of 
God is growing in and through 

Christians of all ages and church 
traditions across our county.” 
There is still time to get involved 

and plan an event for your community. 
Visit www.thykingdomcome.global for details 
and prayer resources.

Vicar’s 
rough 
sleeping 
ordeal 
over

V icar of 
Goodrington 
and Collaton 
Saint Mary Gary 
Deighton has 

finished his Lent sleep-out to 
highlight the issue of rough 
sleeping and homelessness.
Gary spent some nights 
sleeping alone in his church 
porches, but was joined by 

others, including three staff 
from Collaton school. He slept 
in people’s garages, when 
the weather got really bad, 
and some clergy colleagues 
offered to stay with him in 
their church doorways 
in Torquay.
Gary Deighton said: “It is a 
pretty horrendous way to live. 
The main problem for me was 

fear of something happening 
when I was out there. I felt 
like I couldn’t really relax 
as I needed to be alert all 
the time.
Gary is very glad to be back 
in his own bed. At the time of 
going to press he had raised 
nearly £4,000 for Shekinah, a 
local charity helping people 
in recovery.



CARING WITH CAKES

T hree friends from St David’s 
Church in Exeter are ensuring a 
warm welcome to new residents 
at Exeter’s YMCA by baking them 
homemade cakes to receive 

on arrival.
Julia Mercer, Helen Hopwood and Moira 

Dale responded to a request by their curate 
Christopher Durrant to get involved in the 
hospitality project to make the YMCA’s new 
young residents feel welcome and cared for.

Moira, who has also started to make 
handmade welcome cards, says: “I think it’s 
like having tea with your granny as we are 
old enough! But we have found age not to 
be an impediment. It’s a great way to engage 
with the young people there.” The three also 
join in with a group called Thirsty, run for the 
residents by a member of YMCA staff Tim 
Wells. This gives the trio another opportunity 
to offer their support and to be alongside the 
young people.

Julia adds: “I had big doubts about getting 
involved at the beginning as I had not done 
anything like it before, but it’s been a great 

experience. It is lovely to be able to share 
my faith in a general way with them, without 
pressure.”

Moira adds: “Many of the young people 
come from dysfunctional families and are 
wary of adults. This is our chance to act as 
reliable role models for them. We listen to 
them and let them dictate what we are going 
to talk about. If we can share with them 
something about God and the Bible that’s 
great but it’s not our main aim.”

The trio, who sometimes take in photos 
or bible verses with them, to promote 
discussion, are obviously benefiting 
themselves from being involved in the 
project, as they talk animatedly about the 
young people and the work of the YMCA.

Moira finishes: “Some of them may have 
never had any homemade food or cakes 
before and having the handmade cards 
makes it more personal too. We hope they 
may keep the cards as they move on in 
their lives.”

For more on the work of YMCA visit www.
ymcaexeter.org.uk

Julia Mercer, Helen 
Hopwood and 
Moira Dale with 
cakes to share
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A ccording to the United Nations, 
Africa is facing its greatest 
humanitarian crisis in decades. 
More than 20 million people 
are at risk of starvation in South 

Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and parts of Kenya. 
The tragedy is that this famine is largely self-
inflicted, caused by endemic conflict.

I found the pictures on the news of 
emaciated people and children silently 
queuing for food and water harrowing. It 
brought back memories for me of my visit 
to our partner Diocese of Thika in Kenya last 
October when we went to Thungururu, one of 
the poorest parts of the country afflicted by 
chronic water shortage.

Thankfully that part of Kenya is at peace. 
Through a church initiative the local farmers 
have been taught how to mulch the land to 
minimize the effect of evaporation and to 
harvest the little rain they get through water 
pans. During our visit the farmers brought 
produce for the bishop to bless, things I had 
only ever seen on television like sugar cane, 
gourds and cassava.

I remember one farmer presented the 
bishop with three eggs. It was all he had. 
It represented the first fruits of his labour. 
The little that people had they shared, and 
they did so gladly and with thanksgiving to 
God. I felt humbled but also judged by their 

extraordinary generosity.
The farmer’s offering reminded me of 

the eggs we give as presents to children at 
Easter. The image of a chick emerging from 
an egg is symbolic of the risen Christ breaking 
out of the tomb of death. These days Easter 
eggs are made of chocolate, at least in this 
country. But originally and still in many 
countries today they are hard boiled eggs. 
Christians decorate the shells and on Easter 
Day smash their egg against a neighbour’s 
and cry out, ‘Christ is risen!’

Our God is the One who defeats death and 
suffering. God is the life-giver, the One who 
brings resurrection life, and He summons us 
to do the same, and that includes bringing 
water and food to those who have none that 
they too may emerge from the shadow of 
death and live.

THE RT REV ROBERT ATWELL
BISHOP OF EXETER

Experience 
resurrection 
life by giving


