





From tragedies to commuter woes,
life as a railway chaplain is never
boring. The South West’s newest
chaplain to our railways talks about
what motivates him.

Full steam
ahead for Steve

teve Cosslett is the new Railway
Chaplain for the South West of
England and is based in Devon at
Exeter St David’s station.

He was born in Torquay and
previously worked as a Police Constable for
Devon and Cornwall Police before going for
ordination training at Moorlands College
in Hampshire when he was 23. He is now
ordained as a Baptist minister and has
recently returned to his home county after
working for a charity working with street
children in Mexico.

Steve is employed by The Railway Mission
which provides Railway chaplains across England,
Wales and Scotland. Chaplains are on hand to support
railway staff and assist the British Transport Police as
well as offering vital help and care to travellers in the
event of rail suicides.

Steve, who was able to assist at a recent suicide in
Dawlish, explains: “Railway chaplains are really valued
when there are fatalities. Chaplains were on hand to
help both atthe Manchesterbombing as well
as the Grenfell Tower fire. They were based
at nearby stations. We are on the cutting
edge at times like those and a lot of work
is going on.”

For Steve, it's his strong faith that helps
him to support others at difficult times. He
has gone to church all his life and had a full
submersion baptism at aged 18. He said: “It is in Him
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“Chaplains are...
on the cutting
edge... a lot of
work is going on”  trainjourney.

that | find strength.”

Steve also recognises his limitations and the value of
proper Sabbath rest. He said: “In Mexico | got burn out.
| realised | needed to let go and recognise that | have
my limitations and give it to God.”

Now back to full strength, Steve is careful to get
proper rest and is really enjoying his “relational”
work with all he meets on the trains around Devon
and further afield.

He adds: “It is exciting to go
where God is leading. It is about
taking those opportunities when
they pop up’”

Look out for Steve on your next

Contact Steve on: 07793 246533
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The Ven lan Chandler
Archdeacon of
Plymouth

tuck in a traffic jam approaching the

motorway recently | was overjoyed when

the sat-nav pinged and told me a faster

route had been found. Following the

instructions | left the route | had set out on
round country lanes with blind bends, had to reverse
twice to let other traffic through and finally came back
to the very same motorway one junction on and into
the very same traffic-jam | thought | had avoided,
more stressed than before, with the sat-nav telling
me | was now going to arrive at my destination even
later than it had predicted earlier!

When you are travelling alone without a passenger
to navigate sat-navs are very useful but they have their
limitations so | was rather amused to see a sign on a
church in Plymouth telling me that “God’s guidance is
better than any sat-nav”: not difficult | thought, after
my recent experience.

Inthe days before sat-navs were even thought of, John
Henry Newman, found himself becalmed in the Straits
of Bonifacio, between Sardinia and Corsica; eager to
get back to England he had previously been stuck in
Palermo for three weeks trying to find a passage back
home and had boarded an orange-boat bound for
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serve with joy

Marseille thinking his journey would soon be over. It
was the experience of being becalmed for a week with
his eagerness to get on to where he wanted to be that
led him to compose the poem ‘Pillar of Cloud’ which
we might know better as the hymn ‘Lead, Kindly Light’
In it, he contrasts the eagerness to choose our path
and know our destination with the faithful acceptance
of God'’s guidance step by step.

If we just want God to be the sat-nav of our lives to
get us to where we want to go, by the quickest route
possible, we will be disappointed. If we accept that
God’s guidance is infinitely better than any map, route-
planner or sat-nav then we will be content for his light
to guide us step by step to the destination he intends
us to reach.

Lead, Kindly Light, amidst th'encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on!
The night is dark, and | am far from home,
Lead Thou me on!
Keep Thou my feet; | do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me.
John Henry Newman

EXETER.ANGLICAN.ORG

y@CofEDevon

“ Diocese of Exeter

cofedevon




