
AD CLERUM: 11 June 2015 

 

Dear Colleagues 

It is good to be able to greet you on the Feast of St Barnabas, that ‘son of encouragement’ as Luke 

describes him in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 5.36). Although we rank him as an apostle, like Paul, 

he was never one of the Twelve. In fact like Paul it is highly likely that Barnabas never met Jesus in 

the flesh. I deduce this from the fact that Barnabas is not mentioned as one of the potential 

candidates to succeed Judas Iscariot. Instead the vacancy is filled by Matthias, with Joseph Justus as 

runner-up, both of whom promptly drop out of the story. By contrast, Saul and Barnabas come into 

view and we know lots about both of them. 

 

Following the outbreak of persecution in the wake of Stephen’s stoning, the disciples scatter. Some 

we learn travel to Cyprus and to Cyrene, and of course take the good news of Jesus Christ with them. 

In the providence of God what had been intended to extinguish the flame of the gospel 

inadvertently spreads it. The apostles start engaging with the local populace, reaching out beyond 

the confines of the synagogue into the Greek-speaking Gentile community. As a result Gentiles start 

acknowledging Jesus as Messiah. No wonder when news of this innovation gets back to the church 

leadership in Jerusalem folk become edgy. And so they dispatch Barnabas to Antioch, the third 

biggest city in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria, on a fact-finding mission. 

 

They select him perhaps because he was a Cypriot and it seems as though Cyprus was where, along 

with Antioch, the disciples began to see that God was leading them in a new and unexpected 

direction. May be it was Barnabas’s fellow Cypriots who were pushing at the envelope of the infant 

church. Luke records Barnabas’s response to the explosion of energy he encounters in Antioch with 

beautiful simplicity: ‘When Barnabas came to Antioch and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and 

exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion’ (Acts 11.23). Barnabas 



rejoiced. He comes across as a person of generosity and integrity, a bridge-builder and interpreter, 

enabling conversation and cementing unity. 

 

The Bishop of Crediton 

It is good to have his example before us as we greet the appointment of Canon Dame Sarah Mullally 

as the next Bishop of Crediton. This was announced from Downing Street on Tuesday. Prior to her 

ordination, Sarah had a distinguished career in nursing and became Chief Nursing Officer in England 

from 1999 to 2004. In this role she provided nursing and midwifery advice to the government, as 

well as professional leadership to 420,000 nurses and midwives. In recognition of her outstanding 

contribution she was awarded the DBE. Following her curacy, Sarah became Team Rector of Sutton 

in the Diocese of Southwark and Borough Dean, before taking up her current appointment as a 

Canon Residentiary in Salisbury. Sarah will bring to her new role the same mixture of compassion, 

integrity and professionalism that has characterised all her work. She is married to Eamonn and they 

have two children, Grace and Liam.  

 

Sarah will enrich the life of the church in Devon in all sorts of ways and I look forward to welcoming 

her to the Diocese. She is a person of wide sympathies with a deep love of Christ. She will be 

consecrated by the Archbishop in Canterbury Cathedral on the Feast of St Mary Magdalene, 22
nd

 July 

at 2pm. Please note the time. If you would like to attend her consecration, you will need a ticket.  

Please send an email to bishop.of.exeter@exeter.anglican.org stating the name; postal address; 

email address and telephone number for all the individuals who would like a ticket.  Please ensure 

that this information is with us by 22 June 2015. This information will be forwarded to Canterbury 

Cathedral who will process the information and issue the tickets.  Tickets will be allocated on a 

strictly ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Her welcome service in Exeter Cathedral will be at 4pm on 

Saturday 12
th

 September. More details will follow in due course. 

 



Although many in the Diocese will rejoice in Sarah’s appointment, I also know that for some clergy 

and parishes the appointment of a woman bishop is difficult and they will not in all conscience be 

able to receive her ministry. As Bishop of the Diocese I am committed to the flourishing of us all 

under God, not just some, and this letter gives me the opportunity to repeat my commitment to the 

Five Guiding Principles set out by the House of Bishops. Bishop Nick and I remain available to all the 

clergy, readers and parishes across the Diocese, as does Bishop Jonathan, the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. By 

the same token, Bishop Sarah will be happy to be invited to parishes in the Plymouth and Totnes 

Archdeaconries. I would be grateful if you would ensure that this letter is circulated widely so that 

your PCCs and congregations know these arrangements. I pray that the same spirit of generosity and 

joy which characterised Barnabas’s ministry will continue to permeate our partnership in the Gospel 

in the months ahead. 

 

Bishop of Maidstone 

Last month in the middle of the run-up to the General Election saw the appointment of Prebendary 

Rod Thomas, the Vicar of Elburton, as Bishop of Maidstone. Rod’s appointment also honours the 

House of Bishops’ commitment to its Five Guiding Principles for mutual flourishing following the 

ordination of women to episcopate. Rod has been a faithful parish priest for many years and is a 

person of national stature who leaves the Diocese with our love and prayers for his new 

responsibilities. He will be consecrated by the Archbishop also in Canterbury Cathedral on 23
rd

 

September at 11am. Please note the different time. I do not as yet know the arrangements for 

tickets for this service. 

 

Diocesan Mission Enabler 

Following a rigorous recruitment process I am delighted to announce that Barry Dugmore has been 

appointed as Diocesan Mission Enabler. Barry is currently Priest-in-Charge of St George & St Paul, 

Tiverton and Rural Dean of Tiverton and Cullompton. He takes up his new post on 1
st

 August. He will 



be based in Plymouth, though working right across the Diocese. He too will have a ‘Barnabas-

shaped’ ministry, encouraging parishes to respond imaginatively and whole-heartedly to Christ’s call 

to make new disciples. Christ’s commission is not an optional extra, but fundamental to our calling. 

Cathedral News 

Last month we welcomed Vicky Thurtell as our new Canon Precentor at the cathedral. Vicky was 

Vicar of St Peter’s, Dorchester: the Dorset Dorchester as opposed to the Dorchester in Oxfordshire! 

Beside her duties in shaping the worshipping life of the cathedral on behalf of the Chapter, she will 

work in the Cathedral School in partnership with its Chaplain to ensure the pastoral and spiritual 

needs of its pupils are met. Vicky was installed during Evensong on the Eve of Pentecost. Her arrival 

is timely because this summer the cathedral says farewell to Andrew Millington who has been its 

Organist and Director of Music for several years, serving the cathedral and Diocese with distinction. 

We give thanks for his leadership and pray for those responsible for selecting his successor. He will 

be a hard act to follow. 

 

New Lord Lieutenant of Devon 

Last month also saw the appointment of David Fursdon as Her Majesty’s representative in Devon. 

David is widely known and respected across the county. He chaired the Devon Country Land and 

Business Association (CLA) before becoming national president of the organisation. He is a Crown 

Estate Commissioner and, as High Sheriff of Devon in 2009, made disaffected young people a 

particular focus of his year. More locally, he has also served as treasurer of Cadbury Parish in the 

Netherexe Parishes Mission Community, just north of Exeter, for a number of years. David and his 

wife Catriona will be attending a special service of welcome in the cathedral later this month on 

Sunday 28
th

 June at 4pm. All are welcome. Please remember him in your prayers as he takes up this 

important role in the county. 

 

Healing Ministry 



Dr Beatrice Brandon is the Archbishops’ Adviser for the healing ministry and Ascension Day saw the 

launch of a new official website for this important, though often undervalued, aspect of the Church’s 

mission and ministry: www.healingministry.org.uk.  The new site offers information, links and 

encouragement to anyone who has an interest in or need for this ministry.  

 

Who is my neighbour? 

There is no doubt that the political and constitutional landscape has changed dramatically following 

the General Election. We are entering unchartered territory, stumbling into an asymmetric 

devolution. In advance of the election, the bishops of the Church of England produced a pastoral 

letter addressed to fellow-Christians entitled Who is my Neighbour? It called for a fresh moral vision 

for our society. I for one believe that we need to fashion our economic, social, educational and 

welfare policies around the notion of the common good: a genuinely big society working properly 

where the old are not isolated, where the young are given hope and where the genuinely needy are 

cared for. We also need to ensure that wealth is spread around the regions and not concentrated in 

the South-East. If there is devolution to our major cities, we need to make sure it’s not bad news for 

rural England. 

 

Next month the Chancellor is to introduce a second budget which, we are told, will contain further 

welfare cuts. There are undoubtedly on-going economic challenges confronting us as a nation, but 

there are also vulnerable people who are very frightened. People can easily get lost in the system. 

We need to be alert to the dehumanising effects of our welfare system that often doesn't see an 

individual with individual needs. We must not lose sight of the God-given preciousness of every 

human being and fly the flag of mutual flourishing which, I believe, is central to the teaching of the 

New Testament. 

 



As I go around the Diocese I visit churches and charitable organisations that are doing fantastic work. 

I continue to be impressed by the work of our Food-banks, debt advice centres and Christian 

counselling services. I am moved by faithful Christian people getting alongside those with mental 

health problems, mentoring disadvantaged young people, befriending those with dementia and 

walking the journey. The church is recapturing its spirit of serving others with joy and in the process 

contributing to the building of a fresh moral vision of society.  

 

As we go forward together, like Barnabas let’s be sons and daughters of encouragement, supporting 

one another and working in partnership with the many people of goodwill in our county who like us 

are seeking to make a difference. Above all, let’s rejoice when we see the abundant grace of God 

transforming people’s lives. Bishop Nick joins me in sending you, your families and congregations our 

greetings and the assurance of our prayers for your ministry. 

 

With my thanks for our partnership in the Gospel, 

+ Robert 


