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Just a few words about myself. 
 
I have lived in the Exeter area for more than 40 years of which the last 20 
years have been in Silverton where I am presently a churchwarden of St 
Mary’s and a foundation governor of Silverton Church of England Primary 
School.   
 
I spent much of my professional career as a lecturer at the University of 
Exeter where I became the Dean of the Faculty of Law and as such was 
actively involved in the governance of the University.  I took early retirement to 
give practice as a barrister a try with chambers in London, where I specialised 
in charity law and ecclesiastical law.  With respect to the latter, my practice 
included matters such as tombs, ownership of memorials, churchwarden 
liability, clergy discipline, church land, academies, faculty jurisdiction, 
churchyards, religious houses, the ordinariate, etc. etc. In recent years I have 
advised the government on legislation affecting the Church of England and 
the Government of Jersey concerning its constitutional relationship with the 
Church of England.  I was counsel in a later stage of the Aston Cantlow case 
(chancel repair liability) in the High Court and last year appeared in the Court 
of Arches in the reported case of Re St Lawrence Wootton that established 
the principles by which a church might be permitted to sell its treasures.  
 
I am currently the Chairman of the English Clergy Association (a national 
association that supports the clergy of the Church of England and campaigns 
on their behalf) and Chairman of the Patrons’ Consultative Group that tries to 
look after the interests of patrons.  Patrons play an important part in church 
life and I sense that their position may be coming under some threat.  I also 
play a part in the regulation of the profession of Public Notary as a member 
(and former Chairman) of the Advisory Board to the Master of the Faculties 
and Chairman of the Qualifications Board that sets and monitors the entry 
requirements to the profession.  It is one of those quirks of history that in this 
country the Archbishop of Canterbury is technically the regulator of the legal 
profession of Public Notary! 
 
I was a co-founder of the Charity Law Association in 1992 that now has over 
900 members who have an interest in the practice and knowledge of charity 
law.  For many years I have also been a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Ecclesiastical Law Society that is a national society of lawyers, clergy, 
judges and those who exercise ecclesiastical authority in the Church of 
England such as bishops and archdeacons.   
 
I have written and lectured extensively on church matters, including the nature 
of the office of churchwarden, visitations, advowsons (the right to present to a 
living), etc. Under auspices of the Patrons’ Group I give talks around the 
country to clergy, churchwardens and patrons on ‘What to do when your 
incumbent leaves’.  I am the author of the text in the latest edition (2013) of 
the ‘Charities’ volume of the Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, a 



standard text for legal practitioners.  I have also prepared briefing notes for 
Church House to distribute concerning the registration of PCCs as charities.  
At the present time I am on the Ecclesiastical Law Society working party 
engaged in the consultation process with regard to the proposed Enabling 
Measure designed to simplify the legislative process of the General Synod. 
 
I believe that matters coming before the General Synod in the next five years 
are going to have very great significance for the Church of England in both the 
short and long term.  The General Synod is the legislative body of the Church 
of England and I believe that it is very important that it acts with a full 
knowledge of the law and the implications of change: reform of the law cannot 
in my view be effectively undertaken without a proper understanding of the 
current legal position.  I retired from practice at the bar last year and I would 
like to continue to serve the Church at national level by making available my 
knowledge and experience through membership of the General Synod.  
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