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● Church volunteers Kevin and Bunty Baxter
(back), the Rev Preb Nick Shutt and rural project

manager Marian Carson put up the champing. 

● Rev Preb
Nick Shutt
in front  of

the
impressive

glass
screen with
Dartmoor

motifs 
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Enjoy a good
night ‘champing’
in the serenity of

St Mary’s Church 
IF Times readers are
looking for something a
little different when it
comes to an holiday
experience, then St
Mary the Virgin Church
in Walkhampton may
have a divine answer.

The moorland
church, which dates
back to the 15th
century, will be
opening its doors for
holiday makers next
spring to enjoy a spot
of 'champing'.

Champing is
heralded as the
'ultimate slow tourism
escape' - staying
overnight in the
peaceful setting of a
church before going out
to explore the beauty of
the surrounding
countryside.

In what is believed to
be the first such
champing project in
Devon, St Mary's in
Walkhampton is keen
to welcome tourists to
take advantage of its
superb new facilities,
having invested heavily
in order to attract fresh
funding ideas to help
preserve the splendid
Grade One listed
building, which stands

on an elevated site
about half a mile above
the village.

Its rector, the
Reverend Prebendary
Nick Shutt, along with
the church council, is
working with the
Diocese of Exeter’s
Growing the Rural
Church project to
promote the initiative,
which is intended not
only to raise crucial
funding for future
repairs but will also
draw many new people
to the church and
benefit the local
community. 

He told the Times:
‘We wanted to make
sure the facilities at the
church were fit for 21st
century purpose as well
as ensuring the building
itself can be used more.
Originally the idea
came in 2003 for
extending the use of the
building and the first
thing it was decided we
needed was a toilet.
There was literally,
nowhere for anyone to
go!’

From these humble
beginnings,  funds were
raised between 2003
and 2016 to pay for the
transformation. The
£155,000 (plus VAT)
cost of the project was
reached, thanks to a
substantial legacy by

local parishioner
George Eggins.    

‘Originally the plan
was to erect a new area
outside the church but
after discussions with
the architects (Harris
Macmillan of Exeter)
and the Exeter Diocese
advisory committee we
came up with what we
have today by creating
a 'welcome area'
separated the 'worship
area' with a glass
screen. What we have
now is truly wonderful.

‘The project was put
out to tender and the
contractors we used,
Ryearch of Plymouth,
have done a fantastic
job on time and on
budget. They told me
that they really enjoyed
working on this job
because they could see
how it had benefited
our church.’

The facilities have
transformed the inside
of the church. There is
now a full access toilet;
a £20,000 oak spiral
staircase has been put
in at the bell tower,
which means the
ringers now have access
to a floor above and the
bells are easier to pull. 

A modern, spacious
kitchen area has been
installed and an inviting
'cafe' type seating
accommodated in the

welcome area. The
church had to obtain
legal easement rights to
secure water supplies
for the moorland
church, which now has
the latest ultraviolet
purification system.

The glass screen
itself has very much a
local feel, with a
wonderful moorland
theme with etchings
designed by parishioner
Derelie Doyly and
created by Alan Clarke.

The put up beds,
complete with mattress
and cushy pillows
guarantees a
comfortable night's
sleep for any champer
next to the altar and
pews. 

Nick says this
transformation of the
15th century church is a
purposeful step to re-
engage the building
into its local
community and
beyond.

' W a l k h a m p t o n
Church is not just a
place where people
come to worship every
Sunday.  There should
be no divide between
the sacred and the
secular. We have to
bring the world into our
church and the church
has to go out into the
world.  

'Hundreds of years

LOCHS.COM
 01389 713713

HIGHLAND 
SAFARI
COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND

6 DAYS

£339

LOCH TUMMEL HOTEL
PERTHSHIRE

TUESDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER
A 6 day holiday staying at our Loch Tummel Hotel. 
There will be a spectacular and unique off-road 
journey by Land Rover into the unspoiled wilderness 
of the Scottish Highlands, excursion to Killin, the 
Trossachs, Callander, Perth, entrance into Scone 
Palace, Braemar, Balmoral & Ballater all iincluded.

TOUR INCLUDES 

5 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions.

PICKUP FROM  

Penzance, St Erth, Hayle District, Camborne, Redruth, Indian 
Queens, Bodmin, Launceston, Okehampton
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