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with all the sounds and
smells that entailed in
those days. What we
imagine a church today
to be is more of a
recent concept. It was
the Victorians who
installed the pews (St
Mary's was restored in
the 1860s). In a way
what is happening here
is reclaiming a tradition
of re-establishing the
building as central to
community life.

‘For example, its
now great to see a
concert for Children's
Hospice South West
here, the schools
coming here for
harvest, Christmas and
Easter festivals and a
village family using it
as a place to come
together.

‘By inviting people
to enjoy the champing
facilities it is one
opportunity to make
sure this building has
an active life beyond
Sunday morning.

‘It will be done
responsibility. It is not
for hen nights or stag
dos but for a family or
perhaps two couples.
Whoever stays here, we
want them to have their
holiday enhanced.
Where else could you
enjoy such a unique
opportunity to stay in a
setting like this, inside
a church with such a
wonderful, unique
atmosphere?’  

Another spinoff is
that it will create jobs
— a cleaner will be
needed and 'special
deals' could be
arranged with local

bakeries, pubs and
restaurants for
'champers' to take
advantage of.

Champing has a
season between March

and September and
bookings, at charges of
£39.99 per night, can
be made from January.

Marian Carson, the
‘Growing The Rural

Church’ project
manager, said: ‘We
have lots of rural
churches across the
county which are
expensive to run, some

have small, dwindling
congregations. 

‘Growing the Rural
Church works with
rural Mission
Communities to

develop their resources
and, in particular their
church buildings, to
enable them to grow in
prayer, make new
disciples and serve the

people of Devon with
joy. Churches are
community spaces and
we want to work with
the local community so
that the building itself

can be used to benefit
both the church and the
community it serves.’

Marian emphasised
that 'champing' is not
just about raising
money to sustain the
buildings but also a
way of drawing new
people into the church.

‘There is no other
champing in Devon at
the moment.  If we get
people to enjoy their
stay at Walkhampton
and to spread the word
and say what an
exciting experience
they had I am sure we
can get this to take off
across other churches in
the diocease.

‘Booking themselves
are made through the
Churches Conservation
Trust so for those at the
individual churches it’s
just a case of volunteers
organising a rota and
setting up - not too
onerous.'

‘It could mean, over
the season, a net profit
of £3,000 a year. It's
not mega bucks but it
will make a positive
contribution to the
building’s upkeep, and
every penny helps.

'Champing, though,
is not just about income
generation. The
primary driver was
always to find ways to
reach out to the
community that
surrounds it.’

No doubt
holidaymakers will be
soon ’champing at the
bit’ to be among the
first to experience a
sleepover in such
serene surroundings.

● A warm welcome in the welcoming area
where champers can enjoy their breakfast.

● Saint Mary the Virgin Church, Walkhampton, situated in a beautful rural location and surrounded by the moors. 

● The stylish spiral staircase, giving
elegant access to the belltower.
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 FairwayFurniture        @fairwayonline

Opening times: Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm. Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Showroom prices apply when a single item of furniture, bedding or accessories is purchased. When buying two or more items a ‘Multibuy’ 
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Need help living at home?
- We provide excellent care and support

- Well trained friendly staff
- Packages to suit your needs

Covering Tavistock, Okehampton, 
Launceston and Plymouth

For more information please contact
Pauline or Mandy on 01822 610734

www.daccservices.com 


