
Electoral Rolls & APCMs   

Q1:  Can we still publish our electoral roll?   

Q2: We are required by the CRR to post the electoral roll on the door of the Church for 3 

to 4 weeks before the Annual Parochial Council meeting. This list includes the name and 

address of each member of the congregation/parishioner on the list. What are the 

implications on this vis a vis the Data Protection Act? And can we legally post such 

information in a public place, ie the main door of the Church? 

Q3:  Will we need to seek consent to publish the electoral roll?  

Q4: Can we hold the roll electronically?  

Q5: Are we allowed to digitise old rolls and destroy the paper copies?  

Q6: Can we still send details of deanery synod elections and churchwardens elected etc. to 

the diocesan office.  Will we need consent to do this?  

Q7: Can I use contact details obtained from the electoral roll to contact people with 

Church news and events? 

 

Q1:  Can we still publish our electoral roll?   

Yes - the Church Representation Rules (CRR) require that “(11)  The roll shall where 

practicable contain a record of the address of every person whose name is entered on the 

roll . . ." and that "(3)  After the completion of the revision, a copy of the roll as revised 

shall, together with a list of the names removed from the roll since the last revision (or 

since the formation of the roll, if there has been no previous revision), be published by being 

exhibited continuously for not less than fourteen days before the annual parochial church 

meeting on or near the principal door of the parish church in such manner as the council 

shall appoint." The CRR require publication, this will, therefore, be considered to be a 

legitimate activity of a notfor-profit body under the GDPR.  So, data will still be able to be 

processed in this way. The CRR are part of the Synodical Government Measure 1969 and 

they prescribe the relevant forms in relation to administrative matters dealt with by the 

PCC.  You will not be able to alter the forms unless the amendments went through the 

synodical legislative process at the General Synod. The forms themselves already state that 

the names of individuals will be published on or near the church door.  For instance, see 

“Form of Notice of Revision of Church Electoral Roll”.  Indeed, under r.2(1) this “Form of 

Notice” of the intended revision is itself published on or near the church door of every 

church in the parish and every building licensed for worship and will remain there for a 

period of not less than 14 days prior to the revision, making individuals aware that the 

revised roll will be published, so giving them a chance to object.  So, if they do not object, 

by applying to have their name entered on the electoral roll they are already consenting to 

its publication in the manner set out above. 

Nevertheless, you can take the additional measure (if you so wish) of letting people know 

where and for how long their details will be publicly displayed, by providing such information 

in a covering letter with the enrolment forms. If there are reasons why someone’s details 



cannot be made public they should let you know (e.g. they are in a sensitive position (prison, 

policy, army etc.) where publication of these details could cause harm or damage).  It does 

say in the rules cited above “where practicable”.  

 

Q2: We are required by the CRR to post the electoral roll on the door of the Church for 3 

to 4 weeks before the Annual Parochial Council meeting. This list includes the name and 

address of each member of the congregation/parishioner on the list. What are the 

implications on this vis a vis the Data Protection Act? And can we legally post such 

information in a public place, ie the main door of the Church? 

You can must publish the electoral roll in this way because you are under a legal obligation 

to do so.   However, you must be very transparent with individuals such that they are 

informed beforehand that their details will be published in this way. You could do this by, 

for example, having clear and prominent wording on the application form to join the 

electoral roll. If you wanted to publish the roll anywhere else, for example, in a directory, 

then you would need consent for that. 

 

Q3:  Will we need to seek consent to publish the electoral roll?  

No – As the CRR require publication, then this is a legitimate activity of a not-for-profit 

body under the GDPR and so data can be processed in this way.  In addition, by applying to 

have their name placed on the electoral roll individuals are consenting to their personal data 

being processed in accordance with the CRR. See answer above for further details.  

 

Q4: Can we hold the roll electronically?  

Yes, but according to the Church Representation Rules, a copy of the electoral roll must be 

displayed on or near the principal door of the church.  

 

Q5: Are we allowed to digitise old rolls and destroy the paper copies?  

Yes.  However, if these have historical value you may wish to submit the paper copies to 

your diocesan record office instead of destroying.  

 

Q6: Can we still send details of deanery synod elections and churchwardens elected etc. to 

the diocesan office.  Will we need consent to do this?  

Yes you can share this information with the diocese – managing and administering the 

elections will require the dioceses to process this information, this is stipulated in the CRR. 

Consent will not be needed for the data to be shared for this purpose.  Indeed, if you stand 

for election you would expect your data to be shared with the diocesan office.  The Rules 

state that the results will be sent to the Diocesan Electoral Registration Officer. 



Q7: Can I use contact details obtained from the electoral roll to contact people with 

Church news and events? 

The electoral roll information cannot be used to contact individuals with Church news or 

events, unless the individual has consented.   As a general rule you can send people 

information about news and events by post so long as: (a) you have been transparent with 

them (eg, you tell people in your privacy notice this is what you plan to do); (b) it is within 

their reasonable expectations that they will be contacted in that way; and (c) they are 

someone who is a member (or former member) of the parish or someone you are in 

regular contact with.   However, in the vast majority of cases you would need consent 

before sending news and events related communications by email. 

 

 

 


