
2019 CALENDAR AND ANNUAL REPORT

Photo: Nick Kendell

Brent Hill Cross 
Procession, 
Easter 2018



CHURCH OF ENGLAND DEVON 
2019 CALENDAR AND ANNUAL REPORT

Bishop Robert 
talks to 
schoolchildren 
during the Thy 
Kingdom Come 
launch event 
at Sidmouth.



WELCOME TO THE 2019 CALENDAR 
FROM THE DIOCESE OF EXETER

I n the seventeenth century Quakers noticed that the days 
and months of the year were named after pagan gods and 
dignitaries, and so they numbered them instead: First Day, 
Second Day. It didn’t work and the sun and moon, Woden, 

Thor and Saturn still name our days. The French Revolution tried 
to reset the calendar to Year One and delete all reference to 
Jesus Christ. They renamed the months too: Germinal, Floréal. 
The pretty names couldn’t be made to stick any more than the 
Quaker numbers. As a result, the Roman god Janus with his two 
faces still stands at the opening of the year, Mars still summons 
his winds and storms to plague us, and the emperors Julius and 
Augustus still preside over the heat of summer. 

The calendar we inherit is part of our story in this part of God’s 
world, but how we understand our times and seasons is up to us. 
We create meaning and purpose by the things we value and the 

events we celebrate, and this Diocesan Calendar help us do that. 
Its gallery of photographs and commentary reveals the vibrancy 
of church life. Each month tells a different story and testifies to 
our shared desire to witness to Jesus Christ and serve the people 
of Devon with joy. As the weeks and months pass, I hope it will 
encourage you in your discipleship.

Each month’s photograph tells a different 
story and witnesses to our desire to serve 
the people of Devon with joy.

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Diocesan Offices: 01392 272686  |  Safeguarding: 01392 345909/345910  |  Bishop’s Office: 01392 272362
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D elegations from our Companion Links, the Diocese 
of Thika in Kenya and the Diocese of Cyprus and 
the Gulf, visited the Diocese of Exeter in July last 
year and were hosted by members of the Church 

of England in Devon.
The visitors were led by the Rt Revd Julius Wanyoike, 

Bishop of Thika, in Kenya, and The Rt Revd Michael Lewis, 
who is Bishop of Cyprus and the Gulf. Bishop Robert led the 
host delegation.

The three dioceses have been committed to a three-way 
partnership for some years in order to learn from one another 
and share their experiences of what it means to be a Christian 
in the 21st century.

The theme of the visit was ‘Formation for Discipleship and 

Ministry’. There were visits to St Matthias Resource Church and 
St Mellitus SW in Plymouth, Lee Abbey and Bratton Fleming in 
North Devon and two days devoted to discussion on preparing 
people for ministry and discipleship. Among the topics 
considered were ministry among those affected by loneliness, 
dementia and bereavement in their different cultures; and 
responding to refugees, migrants and transient populations. 

Bishop Robert said: “It is incredibly rewarding to spend 
time with friends who share the same vision and often similar 
challenges, but in very different places. Hearing how others 
respond in a different context to similar challenges is a 
powerful experience. It helps us to think outside the box and 
to reflect how we do things at home so that we can serve the 
people of Devon with joy in a more creative way.”

Christopher Futcher, Archdeacon of Exeter  |  archdeacon.of.exeter@exeter.anglican.org

WORLD MISSION

Our tripartite 
visitors at Exeter 
Cathedral.
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Advert 181 mm x 55mm: 

St LUKE’S COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

Grants for postgraduate studies in Theology and RE 

Applications are invited from clergy, RE teachers and others in the service of the church for personal 
grants towards the costs of university based studies in Theology and RE. The next Round of Awards 
will be made in June, for grants tenable from September 2019, for candidates who may be starting or 
continuing their studies next academic year.   Completed applications must be received by 1st May 2019. 

For further information, and to request an Application Pack, please contact: 

Dr David Benzie,  director@st-lukes-foundation.org.uk � 01822 613143 � www.st-lukes-foundation.org.uk 

Location & version: 
D:\DUsers\David\Sync Folders\St Lukes\Publicity\Devon Diocesan News\B-St Luke's advert Jan-Mar
2019.docx (1.0) 
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On 12th May, Upload took over Exeter Cathedral. 
The chapels became interactive experience zones; 
the garden was full of inflatables; the Chapter 
House became a stripped back acoustic cafe; the 

front apron hosted a football cage, food vans and basketball 
and the centre of the Cathedral was a massive stage with loud 
performances by different bands. More importantly, over 1,000 
young people came, most of them with little or no experience of 
church and faith. 

In the build up to Upload, bands from Manchester and 
London spent a week in schools. Many of the young people 
who came did so because of this work, most with no youth club 

or church connection. Others came with youth groups, providing 
a catalyst for faith exploration.

James Grier says: “As I reflect on Upload I am humbled by 
just how incredibly generous people are. The church really 
cares about young people and is willing to give sacrificially to 
offer them hope and to help them to encounter and be changed 
by faith.

“Schools are also hugely significant places for the church to 
connect with and serve. Young people face greater pressures 
and uncertainty than ever before. We need to make ourselves 
relevant. We need to ask, how can we better support young 
people both practically and pastorally?”

James Grier, Youth Church Adviser  |  james.grier@exeter.angican.org

UPLOAD 2018

Upload 
Exeter 2018
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“I n rural communities, where specific dementia support 
is less available, there’s a greater need for dementia 
awareness and for ordinary, everyday routine activities 
in our communities to become dementia-friendly. Carers 

want to know their loved ones are going to be accepted and supported 
when they visit the local shop, take part in the bowling team, gardening 
club, Mothers’ Union or come to join us at church,” says Bishop Nick.

Devon parishes in rural communities are hosting Dementia Friends 
information sessions for their villages while others are providing dementia-
friendly church services and activities. A team in Axminster, have 
organised a series of four seasonal dementia-friendly afternoon services 
throughout the year in one of their most accessible parish churches. 
The services are open to all, but local care homes and people living with 

dementia are particularly invited and give them feedback to help the 
services develop. In Dawlish Warren, a 15 mins ‘Forget Me Nots’ service, 
followed by refreshments, is held once a month in St Mary’s Hall. St 
Michael the Archangel in Chagford, and Holy Trinity, Exmouth, are among 
those hosting regular memory cafés for their communities. 

Elsewhere, Torbay Deanery is leading the way in helping local 
parishes become more dementia-friendly, and an ecumenical workshop 
in Barnstaple has helped churchgoers in North Devon learn more 
about the benefits of music and exercise, as well as develop skills to 
visit people with dementia and support carers. While at Christmas, 
when many people living with dementia feel particularly isolated, 
Plymouth and Torbay are among those offering dementia-friendly 
carol services. 

DEMENTIA AWARENESS

Local shepherd 
Lewis Steer 
brought his lambs 
along to the launch 
of the Chagford 
District Memory 
Cafe in the lead up 
to Easter.

Photo: Flora Searson

Sally Farrant, Faith in Action  |  01392 294940  |  sally.farrant@exeter.anglican.org  |  www.dementiafriends.org.uk
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The last few years have seen significant changes and 
development in the legislation and guidance across the 
spectrum of safeguarding and across all organisations and 
settings, including the church. This has presented some 

challenges to the diocese and to our parishes and mission communities.
We are very pleased and assured that the Diocese of Exeter has been 

shown, through the recent independent audit, to have kept pace with the 
changes and have shown that our communities and partners can have 
confidence in our commitment to and arrangements for safeguarding.

Our safeguarding team are working very hard to provide the necessary 
training, resources and advice to support parishes and help them 

meet the requirements of the new policies and practices and to enable 
‘safeguarding’ to be seamless part of everyday church life.

We are confident, through our conversations and interactions with 
individuals and teams across the diocese, that we are all committed to 
making the church a place of welcome and safety, and that we are aware 
and vigilant, and able to identify and respond to concerns about those 
who may be vulnerable.

Safeguarding remains at the heart of what we do – and is about looking 
out for and looking after those in our churches and in our communities. If 
you have any concerns or require some advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact the safeguarding team.

Safeguarding Team  |  safeguardingenquiry@exeter.anglican.org

SAFEGUARDING

‘Give thanks’ 
by Chudleigh 
Knighton 
Primary School.



Special O�er
for Ordinands

SAVE
15%

on clerical
wear instore*

Clerical Out�tters & Church Furnishings Since 1789

J. WIPPELL & CO LTD

For the finest quality clerical wear 
including cassocks, cassock albs, 
traditional albs, surplices, cottas, 
shirts and collars visit us instore or 
online: www.wippell.co.uk

88 Buller Road, EX4 1DQ. Tel: 01392 254234. 
*Available at all UK stores. For T&Cs see website.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

1 President - The Right Revd. 
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172 years of Christian service

young people supported 
every year in their time of need

39/41 St David’s Hill
Exeter, EX4 4DA

01392 410530
ymcaexeter.org.uk

Registered Charity Nos. 803226 & 1162431 1000

Mothering Sunday
British Summer Time 
begins

Easter Day Earth Day St George’s Day
Easter Monday

April Fools’ Day

Good FridayMaundy Thursday



M
AY

M arc Kerslake was ordained Deacon in 
September 2017 and is a priest in the 
Whimple, Talaton, Clyst Saint Lawrence and 
Clyst Hydon Benefice. He volunteers in his 

local community shop once a week. 
Marc says: “It’s a great way to meet people in the community 

who don’t always go to church, but it’s also a brilliant way to 
serve the wider community in a practical and simple way. What 
is fascinating is the conversations which seem to arise when 
people see the dog collar.”

Marc’s journey of vocation wasn’t always straightforward; 
“I was pretty adamant the sense of calling I felt was wrong 
and I resisted for quite some time. I asked a large number 
of friends and family what they thought, desperately hoping 
someone would say ‘what a daft idea’. Unfortunately for 

me at the time, no one did. Grudgingly I started the journey 
convinced I wouldn’t make it through the discernment process. 
But God had the last laugh and here I am. And loving it! I still 
sometimes look in the mirror at me in my vicar kit and think 
‘how bonkers is this’, but now I see why God was laughing.” 

God calls people to all sorts of things, not just ordained 
ministry. What is He calling you to be? Maybe, like Marc, you’re 
thinking ‘it can’t possibly be me!’ Calling often begins like this. 
We don’t have to look far in the Bible to find stories of people 
who took a while to come round to the idea of call – Moses, 
Sarah, Jonah, Jeremiah and Nathaniel are just a few. 

The Diocesan Vocations team are here to help you discern 
your sense of calling. To find out about vocations days or to 
arrange a one-to-one chat with a vocations adviser, email Rev 
Hannah Alderson, Vocations Development Officer.

Rev Hannah Alderson, Vocations Development Officer | vocations@exeter.anglican.org

VOCATIONS

Marc Kerslake, 
priest in the 
Whimple, Talaton, 
Clyst Saint Lawrence 
and Clyst Hydon 
Benefice helps at 
his community shop 
once a week.

Photo: Huw Riden



We have buyers looking for a home like 

Start with a free market appraisal to find out what your home is 
worth. 

yours...

Contact Ross Willmington or one of his team 
01297 33122 symondsandsampson.co.uk
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Spring Holiday

May Day Holiday

Join the 
conversation! 
Follow the Diocese of 
Exeter @CofEDevon 
on Twitter and  
Instagram or search  
“Diocese of Exeter”  
on facebook

Vocations Sunday

12-18 Christian Aid Week

Rogation Sunday Spring Holiday Ascension Day

May Day Holiday
 
World Fair Trade Day 

15-21 Dementia 
Awareness Week

Bishop’s Diocesan 
Council (evening)
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I am writing this piece for the 2019 calendar just as New Wine is 
commencing. Archbishop Justin Welby had some profound things 
to say about Christian Stewardship during his address.

“Don’t worry about preserving old churches – worry about filling 
them. If they are full, the running costs become proportionately less – 
plus, they are fulfilling their purpose.”

Of course, in practice this may seem a little hard to achieve. Those on 
the ground serving their communities may feel overwhelmed by 
the prospect of encouraging church growth and maintaining the buildings 

that provide the space for inspirational worship and spiritual 
nourishment. Nevertheless, we cannot ignore Archbishop Justin’s 
message. We are called to grow in prayer, make new disciples and serve 
the people of Devon with Joy. With this at the heart of what we do, the 
Church will surely flourish.

This said, we also need to ensure that we respond to God’s generosity 
as part of this discipleship process. Our giving needs to be prayerfully 
considered and proportionate to our income. Joining the Parish Giving 
Scheme is a fantastic way to express our faith through direct action.

Katie Stevenson, Mission Resources Adviser  |  katie.stevenson@exeter.anglican.org

GIVING AND STEWARDSHIP

Church officials 
thanking God for 
their vocations in 
the cathedral at the 
bi-annual stewardship 
quiet day.
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide

Join the 
conversation! 
Follow the Diocese of 
Exeter @CofEDevon 
on Twitter and  
Instagram or search  
“Diocese of Exeter”  
on facebook

JOHN MAYNE - STONEMASONRY LTD
CONSERVATION, RESTORATION & REBUILD SPECIALIST 

Churches, historical & listed buildings. 
New build 1 Deer Park Drive, Teignmouth, Devon TQ 9HE

Tel: 01626 776931 Mobile: 07951 967101
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International Day 
in Support of Victims 
of Torture Armed Forces Day
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What do children and young people want from church?
• Churches that are unconditionally welcoming places, friendly and non- 
 judgemental towards all.
•  Churches that build a culture of intergenerational relationships rather 
 than activities by age criteria.
• Churches that are inclusive of all ages in both leadership and worship.
• Churches that treat young people as equal members of the Body of 
 Christ with meaningful roles.
• Churches that explore admitting baptised children to Communion 
 before confirmation.

These are the key conclusions from the Church of England’s recent 

research published as ROOTED IN THE CHURCH.
Many churches across Devon are already working hard to implement 

these findings. This is not just about Sunday worship but it is 
applicable to any situation where God’s people are working amongst 
children and young people. They are asking to be included and as we 
pray, grow disciples and serve the people of Devon with joy, children 
and young people are often better at it than us and we need to learn 
from them. 

How does your church fare on each of the bullet points above? If you 
would like to chat this through, receive some support, advice or training in 
developing any of these areas of work please don’t hesitate to contact the 
Children and Youth Advisers who are here for you. 

Katherine Lyddon, Diocesan Children’s Ministry Adviser  |  01392 294937  |  katherine.lyddon@exeter.anglican.org
Paul Reisbach, Diocesan Youth Work Adviser  |  01392 294931  |  paul.reisbach@exeter.anglican.org

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

A children’s play 
zone, bouncy castle 
and prayer area 
were just some of 
the things on offer 
by churches at 
last year’s Devon 
County Show.
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide

Join the 
conversation! 
Follow the Diocese of 
Exeter @CofEDevon 
on Twitter and  
Instagram or search  
“Diocese of Exeter”  
on facebook

Sea Sunday

Disability Awareness Day Bishop’s Diocesan Council
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Barry’s role takes him all over our diocese, spending 
time with clergy, lay leaders, teams and congregations 
as a resource to encourage churches to live out our 
Diocesan Vision of Praying, Growing and Serving.

This involves exploring how we can grow in confidence in 
sharing our faith stories, growing in our own faith, thinking 
about how to make the local church more outward facing or 
‘mission shaped’ and encouraging churches to step out and 
take a risk in trying something new. This might be a Messy 

Church, developing an informal all age service, café church or 
during 2019, a special focus on ‘Talking Jesus’; the new faith 
sharing course. 

Do please contact Barry if you’d like a discussion on anything 
related to church growth, faith sharing, growing in discipleship, 
or fresh expressions of church. Also why not connect with one 
of our local mission resource hubs, Mission Sheds, a place of 
encouragement and learning to be part of the story of growing 
your church.

Revd Barry Dugmore, Diocesan Mission Enabler  |  barry.dugmore@exeter.anglican.org

MISSION

Barry with Ordinands 
and staff at St. Mellitus 
South West following 
a teaching session 
on the Place of 
Evangelism in Christian 
mission and ministry.
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During the Season of Creation (1st September – 4th 
October), we join together to rejoice in the good gift 
of creation and reflect on how we care for it. This 
season offers a precious opportunity to pause in 

the midst of our day-to-day lives and contemplate the fabric of 
life into which we are woven.

As the environmental crisis deepens, we Christians are 
urgently called to witness to our faith by taking bold action to 
preserve the gift we share. As the psalmist sings, “The earth 
is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 
dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1-2).

During the Season of Creation, we ask ourselves: “Do 
our actions honour the Lord as Creator? Are there ways 
to deepen our faith by protecting ‘the least of these,’ who 
are most vulnerable to the consequences of environmental 
degradation?” 

The Exeter Eco Diocese invites you to join us on a journey of 
faith that challenges and rewards us with fresh perspective and 
deeper bonds of love. United in our struggle for eco-justice and 
all those who share it, we join hands across denominations 
as sisters and brothers in Christ to live and work for a more 
wholesome world protecting the future of life for all.

The Church and Society Team, Diocese of Exeter  |  seasonofcreation.org

CREATIONTIDE

Faiths visit 
to Shillingford 
Organics farm.
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide
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1 Sep-6 Oct 
Creation Season

UN International 
Day of Peace

Education Sunday
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A ll Church of England schools across the diocese 
are revisiting their Christian vision drawing on the 
Church of England’s Vision for Education.

For example, St Peter’s Church of England 
school in Exeter has a vision of enabling all those it serves 
to live life to the full. Inspired by Jesus’ example of a 
compassionate, courageous, wise and powerful life, St Peter’s 
is about preparing children for life, not just exams.

We aspire to enable every member of St Peter’s to say:
“People believe the best of me here. I am safe, I take 

considered risks in order to learn and grow. I bring the best of 
me to St Peter’s and serve others to live the best life they 
can too.”

We learn to live ‘life to the full’ by developing our whole 
character. We do this so that hope, wisdom, courage, 
compassion and community flourish.

Ed Pawson, Diocesan Education Adviser  |  01392 294943  |  ed.pawson@exeter.anglican.org

SCHOOLS

Children from 
St Peter’s 
school in 
Exeter.



Exeter
Cathedral

01392 271354 
visitors@exeter-cathedral.org.uk

The Cathedral Shop
Stockists of items by producers including 

Emma Ball, Becky Bettesworth and Dartington 
Crystal, together with a wide range of 

Christian cards, gifts and CDs.

Join the 
conversation! 
Follow the Diocese of 
Exeter @CofEDevon 
on Twitter and  
Instagram or search  
“Diocese of Exeter”  
on facebook
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide

Diocesan Synod
International 
Credit Union Day
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During 2018, the Growing the Rural Church (GtRC) 
project continued to work with rural mission 
communities to develop their resources – in 
particular their church buildings – to enable them 

to grow in prayer, make new disciples and serve the people 
of Devon with joy. Rural churches are engaging with their 
communities in all sorts of ways, leading to outcomes including 
the development of Friends Groups, heritage projects, social 
enterprise and even ChampingTM (that’s camping in a church!).

One success story has been GtRC’s work with St Mary 
Magdalene Church in Huntshaw, north Devon where, as a result 
of community consultation, a new Friends Group has been 

established to raise funds and keep the church at the heart 
of community life. Fundraising activities so far have included 
a book launch with cream teas and children’s treasure hunt, 
and a flower festival. In addition, the church has started a 
new all-age worship service with craft activity, which has been 
well supported. PCC Treasurer, Peter Denard said: “With the 
help of Marian Carson from GtRC, we organised a community 
consultation on the future of Huntshaw Church. To our surprise, 
we learned that we would increase attendance if a more 
modern service was available. The Friends enhance the profile 
of the church and are also bringing the community together.  
The future is now very bright.”

Marian Carson, GtRC Project Manager  |  marian.carson@exeter.anglican.org

GROWING THE RURAL CHURCH

A Friends 
Group has been 
established at St 
Mary Magdalene 
Church in 
Huntshaw.
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide

All Saints Day

Remembrance Sunday

Bishop’s Diocesan Council
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C hristmas is a glorious time in Exeter Cathedral. 
There is hardly a day without a concert, a school 
choir or a service and the sound of joyful singing 
lifts the rafters of this wonderful building.

Outside, the Green bustles with shoppers at the Cathedral’s 
Christmas market, many of whom pop in for a lunchtime carol 
service. It is perhaps during this season more than any other 
that the Cathedral’s role as the heartbeat of the city and the 
county is felt most strongly – as more and more people each 
year feel their Christmas would not be complete without a visit 
here to sing long remembered and beloved carols.

Since I became Dean, at Christmas two years ago, staff, 

volunteers and members of the Cathedral’s Chapter have 
worked really hard to ensure that despite the difficult 
challenges facing all Cathedrals and churches, we are on a 
sound financial footing. Having done so, we can now look 
ahead with confidence.

We want everyone in Devon to know that this Cathedral 
is your Cathedral; that you are welcome whether you are a 
tourist or a worshipper, that you can find here both a space to 
celebrate the joyful moments of your life and a safe place to 
seek comfort and solace in the difficult times. Wherever you 
live, whatever you need, I hope you will find your way through 
our doors soon.

EXETER CATHEDRAL

Very Rev Jonathan Greener, Dean of Exeter Cathedral  |  www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk

The Exeter 
Cathedral 
Christmas 
Market



JOHN MAYNE - STONEMASONRY LTD
CONSERVATION, RESTORATION & REBUILD SPECIALIST 

Churches, historical & listed buildings. 
New build 1 Deer Park Drive, Teignmouth, Devon TQ 9HE

Tel: 01626 776931 Mobile: 07951 967101
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Patteson, martyred in Melanesia and from 
this Diocese, and on 23rd pray for the 
Melanesian Mission AGM and Festival day.

7. For the Central Exeter Mission Community, 
their priest Sheila Swarbrick and for all who 
live and worship in Central Exeter.

8. For the Chudleigh Mission Community, their 
clergy Paul Wimsett, Martin Fletcher, Readers 
Arnold Cade, Sheila Fletcher, Helen Harding 
and for all who live and worship in Trusham, 
Chudleigh Knighton and Chudleigh. 

9. In our link with Thika pray for the Bishop 
Julius Wanyoike and his secretary James 
Kamura. Give thanks for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union – the powerhouse of the 
Church – and pray for Esther Wanyoike 
the president and Cecilia Mwaniki the co-
ordinator.

Prayers
1. 1. On this first day of the ‘Season of Creation,’ 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of 
all life, we pray: God said, ‘Let there be light.’ 
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and 
your truth. We praise you for your fatherly 
care in creating a universe which proclaims 
your glory. Inspire us to worship you, the 
creator of all, and let your light shine upon 
our world.

2. For the Braunton Mission Community, their 
priest Anne Thorne, Reader David Rushworth 
and for all who live and worship in Braunton 

3. 3. For the Brixham Mission Community, their 
clergy Ian Blyde, John Gay, Angela Sumner, 
Readers Susan Shaw, Wendy Emlyn and for 
all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, 
All Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and 
Brixham St Mary.

4. Pray for all our clergy, senior staff and all 
those attending the clergy conference in 
Cirencester until 7th: that it may be a time of 
learning together, reflection and fun so that 
all those involved come back inspired and 
renewed to serve their communities.

5. Pray for all those attending Safeguarding 
training today in Torquay and on 7th in 
Exeter, 14th in Barnstaple, 26th & 27th in 
Plymouth and 28th in Barnstaple.

6. In our link with Melanesia we are asked to 
pray for the Archbishop of Melanesia, George 
Takeli as he attends the clergy conference. 
On 20th remember Bishop John Coleridge 

Fri 1st – Sat 9th  September

This week sign-up to receive daily 
emails to inspire your prayers and 
action throughout the season of 
Creationtide (1 Sept – 4 Oct). This year’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring Earth’. Go to https://
ecochurchsouthwest.org.uk/creationtide

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
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First Sunday in Advent
World Aids Day

Second Sunday in Advent 

Third Sunday in Advent

Christmas Day Boxing DayFourth Sunday in Advent

New Year’s Day

UN Human Rights Day
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T ransforming Plymouth Together continues to work with 
churches in the city to support communities and to help 
address issues of poverty, injustice and social isolation. 

The 26 Hope 4 Summer events held during August 2018 in 
churches in Plymouth saw in excess of 3,500 children and families having 
fun and sharing food together. We have also worked with older people and 
have encouraged ‘Dementia Friendly Churches’ across the city. In addition, 
we continue to support many organisations such as the Food Bank, Soup 

Run and Shekinah Homeless shelter. TPT is leading on the work to raise 
awareness of modern slavery across the diocese through the Clewer 
Initiative from the Church of England. 

Following the announcement of a major new project to create vibrant 
church communities in three Plymouth estates, TPT is working with the 
new teams from the church plants of Whitleigh, Ernesettle and North 
Prospect to build relationships with the local community and to help 
understand their needs and how as Christians we should respond to them.

Chris Forster, TPT Development Worker  |  chris@transformingplymouthtogether.org.uk

TRANSFORMING PLYMOUTH TOGETHER

Hope 4 Summer event 
held in August 2018 
at the Plymouth 
Christian Centre.
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FINANCE REPORT 
2017 - 2018

Where do we spend 
the money we receive?
Every £10 we receive 
is spent as follows:

Clergy, 
including 
housing: 
£7.05

Other costs: 
£1.00

Mission 
& Ministry 
support: 

73p

Ministry 
Selection 

& Training: 
52p

Education 
& Education 
Chaplaincy: 

39p

Payments 
to the 

National Church: 
31p

T hese are exciting times, 
as we invest our time and 
resources to really strive 
for growth and enable more 

people to come to know the love of 
Jesus Christ and the sacrifice He made 
for us all by dying on the cross.

We should all be very thankful for the 
level of generosity shown, as without 
this we would not be able to provide 
ministry and support mission across 
the Diocese. The current review of 
our Common Fund system, by which 
the requests for financial support 
from parishes are made, is nearing 
completion and any changes agreed 
by the Diocesan Synod will be applied 
from January 2020. It is proving a 
real challenge to find a system that 
everyone thinks is fair, as Devon is 
a very diverse county, with the three 
larger conurbations, the 28 market and 
coastal towns and the huge swathes of 
rural parishes. 

As a diocese, we have now had 
two successful applications for 
additional funding from the Church 
Commissioners, to undertake exciting 
new mission initiatives. The Growing 
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Breakdown of ‘other 
costs’ category:

Diocesan Management & 
Administration Services 16p

Finance 13p

Safeguarding 
of vulnerable people 13p

Synod/Board/Committees 12p

Church & Society support 10p

Communications 9p

Diocesan Advisory Committee 7p

Human Resources 5p

Diocesan Registrar/ 
Chancellor 5p

Other costs 10p

Total 
expenditure:
£13.069m



Reserves: 
47p

the Rural Church project (which started 
in 2017) is looking at making the 
rural parish model more sustainable, 
by trying new things and the church 
planting project in Plymouth is seeking 
to grow new congregations in three of 
the outer estates. The total investment 
in these two projects over the next 
five years is approximately £4m, 
with £3m coming from the Church 
Commissioners.

The Vision & Strategy continues 
to guide where our resources are 
focussed, as we strive to be people 
who together are:

• Growing in prayer;
• Making new disciples; and
• Serving the people of Devon with joy.

Parishes continue to sign up as 
members of the Parish Giving Scheme, 
with over 2,000 individuals giving to 
their parishes through the scheme 
each month, returning in excess of £2 
million a year to parishes.

Whilst the financial climate remains 
very challenging, we remain confident 
in our Vision to work together to grow 
the church and make new disciples for 
Jesus Christ.

Neil Williams, Director of 
Finance  |  01392 294925

Where do we get 
our money from?
Every £10 we receive 
is made up as follows:

Parish 
Contributions 

(Common Fund): 
£6.47
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Rental 
of Housing: 

58p

Parochial 
Fees: 
51p

All 
Churches 

Trust: 
12p

National 
Church: 
94p

Investments 
& Glebe 
income: 

91p

Based on total 
income of 

£13.031m plus 
£638k  contribution 

from reserves: 
£13.669m
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Group baptism in 
the River Yealm 
in Newton Creek, 
Newton Ferrers.

Photo by Peter Philip Johnson


