
Parish Profile



Welcome
and thank you for reading 
our parish profile 

The three parishes of Abbotskerswell, Coffinswell 
and Kingskerswell (known amongst ourselves as ‘The 
Three Wells’) are looking for a leader and pastor who 
will walk with us, encourage us and enable us to grow 
and serve God in our three villages and beyond.

Our Vision
To be a church that lives the Gospel through worship, through loving 
service and through engagement with the whole community.

Our prayers are with you as you read this. Please also pray for us.

Churchwardens:
Anthony Johnson 
Michele Berry 
Gordon Bower 

Erica Dunn 
Guy Rogers 
Pam Wakeham 



Our Aspirations

On Worship:
To learn about faith and deepen our commitment to God in Jesus Christ, 
through preaching, teaching, discussion, Bible study and prayer.

To have churches which are places of living spirituality, open and 
welcoming to all.

To continue to promote a variety of worship styles and services 
enriching faith experiences and meeting the needs of all ages.

To help people to grow and develop on their Christian journey.

To provide for the spiritual needs of the whole community including those 
who do not or cannot attend church regularly.

On Loving Service:
To demonstrate the love and compassion of Jesus Christ to all.

To understand and react to the needs of the wider community - 
Remembering those marginalised and forgotten by others.

To provide a warm welcome, hospitality and supportive follow-up 
for the occasional offices of baptism, marriage and funerals.

To encourage and support those with a calling in the church 
to develop and train to assist clergy in pastoral care.

On Community Engagement:
To continue to provide, in open churches, a wide range of social 
events open to all and to reach out to those new to our community.

To have an active involvement in our village schools and invest in 
bold, creative activities for families, children and young people.

To have a clear focus on charitable giving.

To affirm our part in God’s creation and practice 
good stewardship of the environment.



What we hope for in our 
new incumbent 

As a teacher:
To foster Christian knowledge and insight through 
bible study, prayer and occasional courses. 

As a youth worker:
To work with parish children and young people 
and to support local schools.

As a leader and enabler:
To enthuse and develop the mission community to help 
fulfill its aspirations. To be approachable to those needing 
spiritual guidance. To offer a strong pastoral ministry.

As a team player:
To recognise and encourage the strengths and gifts of those who 
are actively participating in the work of the worship communities.

As a visionary:
To engage with existing styles of worship, but also to bring fresh 
ideas to the way we worship in all three parishes, helping to grow 
the church and foster outreach into the wider community.



What we can offer our 
new incumbent

• Congregation members representing all walks of life, using their 
knowledge and skills to enhance and progress the life of the church.

• A welcoming and embracing diversity and acceptance of difference.

• A range of worship styles with an imaginative use of liturgy. 
A strong and growing team of enthusiastic lay people.

• A strong desire to participate in and help to organise 
social support and care in the local community.

• A link between parishioners and village-
based activities, clubs and events.

• An established commitment to work with families and children through 
local schools support, Messy Church, Sunday Kidz and Fresh & Early.



Where we are: Geographically
The three communities are close to the market town of Newton Abbot: 
a bustling and rapidly expanding town with strong connections to the 
agricultural and manufacturing industries and set within the beautiful 
countryside of Devon. There are good rail links to London (2.5 hours away), 
Bristol and other major cities, as well as good road links to the M5. There is 
an international airport 20 minutes away at Exeter. The villages retain a rural 
character despite proximity to the town and the resort areas of Torbay. 

Where we are: As Communities
ABBOTSKERSWELL
Population of almost 1600, in some 700 households. There is an active 
Parish Council
www.abbotskerswell.org.uk/index.php/news-and-events/abbtalk

COFFINSWELL
Population of around 240 people in 102 households. There is also an 
active Parish Council. 
www.coffinswellparishcouncil.co.uk

KINGSKERSWELL
Population of around 4,700 though further large scale housing 
development is planned. There is an active Parish Council. 
www.kingskerswellparishcouncil.org.uk

Kingskerswell Church of England primary school is a growing and 
improving community and currently has 375 children on roll in 14 classes:
www.kingskerswellprimaryschool.co.uk



Where we are:  
as Churches
ABBOTSKERSWELL

The church is dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. A church 
building has probably existed on 
this site since the 10th century but 
the chancel dates back to the 13th. 
The church has a modern flexible 
lighting and sound system, and 
the heating has been updated. 
Between 20 and 30 people 
attend one or more of the 
regular services, augmented 
considerably at various times of 
the year. The tower has a ring 
of six bells used by their own 
band of ringers for most Sunday 
services, weddings and Baptisms. 

The church is active socially, 
co-ordinating and contributing 
to village activities. Abbfest was 
started over 10 years ago by 
a small church group and now 
flourishes as a festival of food, 
drink and music each September.

The church itself serves as 
a concert venue. There are 
monthly Sunday lunches 
served in the medieval Church 
House which is also popular 
as a venue for a variety of 
community and church events. 

Church House, a registered 
charity, has been managed by a 
trust since 1991 and the church 
social committee uses it for fund-
raising suppers and other events.



COFFINSWELL

The 12th century church is dedicated to St Bartholomew and its 
ancient site is surrounded by farmland with the old manor of Court 
Barton adjacent, the courtyard of which provides an entrance 
to the church. The 70ft tower dates back to 1220 and contains 
a ring of six bells rung from a reinstated ringing chamber that 
also allows for a larger meeting space within the church. 
Regular service attendance is around 20-30 augmented 
considerably at various times of the year. Because of the 
timing of the services the congregation is often supplemented 
by those from the other parishes in the Benefice.
Coffinswell has no meeting place other than its church; 
however a very well supplied vestry, recently refurbished 
with the facilities of kitchenette and WC, allows for concerts 
and communal events to take place in the church.



KINGSKERSWELL

Kingskerswell’s Parish Church stands in its 
own valley close to the ruins of the manor 
that it once served as a chapel. The church 
is dedicated to St Mary and pre-dates 1301. 
The tower currently houses 6 bells and the 
Diamond Jubilee clock for Queen Victoria.

The average Sunday congregation is 90, 
enhanced considerably at various times of 
the year. The church has a choir, bell ringers, 
organist and flower arrangers. There is a 
thriving branch of the Mother’s Union based 
in Kingskerswell and a very active Allotment 
Association with 28 plots on Parish church land.

Plans for the comprehensive reordering of Kingskerswell Parish Church 
are well advanced and the faculty application was formally approved 
in September 2018. The reordering will enhance the existing ring of 6 
bells to a light ring of 8, introduce a mezzanine ringing chamber at the 
base of the tower, install new heating and lighting systems, refurbish the 
kitchen and coffee service area, remove the pew platforms and pews, 
repair and reinstate the quarry tile floor in the aisles and seating areas, 
provide flexible seating predominantly using oak benches and chairs, 
re-site (and refurbish) the vestry to the rear of the church, move the 
font to the front of the church, and provide a small extension at the rear 
of the church containing a full access toilet/baby change facility and a 
flower arranging room. The reordering scheme has been driven by the 
aspirations of the Mission Action Plan and is fully supported by the PCC. 

The Parish Centre provides a venue for ‘Sunday Kidz’, parish social 
events and meals, and also hosts a playgroup. The centre is popular 
as a hired space for many other village clubs. The Coffee Room is 
a smaller venue which also houses the toilets for the church. 

Kingskerswell has extensive parking across the road from 
the church and a parish meadow which is used for wedding 
receptions, an annual fair, sundry fund-raising events, and 
Summer Moon, a successful beer and food festival. 

There is a church website :  www.kingcof.org.uk





Where we are: 
As a Mission Community
The three wells see themselves as broad church with an open and 
welcoming attitude to different styles and traditions whilst maintaining 
a core of traditional liturgy and practice. The three church communities 
have increasingly co-operated in their pattern of public worship to 
provide a range of services and ensure a Eucharistic service in at 
least one location each Sunday. The current agreed provision is :

First Sunday of the month
Coffinswell 09:00 Eucharist

Kingskerswell 10:00 Lay or Reader lead 
non-Eucharistic Service

Abbotskerswell 11:00 Eucharist

Second Sunday of the month
Abbotskerswell 08:00 Eucharist (BCP) 

Fresh and early 
[Fresh Expressions]

Coffinswell 09:00 Eucharist

Kingskerswell 10:00 Eucharist

Third Sunday of the month
Coffinswell 09:00 Eucharist

Kingskerswell 10:00 Eucharist

Abbotskerswell 11:00 Eucharist

Fourth Sunday of the month
Coffinswell 09:00 Eucharist

Kingskerswell 10:00 Eucharist

Abbotskerswell 11:00 Parish Praise 
(non-Eucharistic)

Abbotskerswell 18:00 Evensong

Fifth Sunday of the month
Kingskerswell 10:00 Joint Eucharist

Weekly Services at Kingskerswell
Wednesday 10:00 Eucharist

Friday 07:30 Breakfast Reflection 
(formerly Eucharist)



Principal Feasts, Holy Days and many of the festivals are marked 
by special services. 

During Lent there are extra services - Compline and Stations of 
the Cross for example, and these are usually lay or Reader led.
 
In Abbotskerswell ‘Fresh and Early is a well-established cafe-style 
service, and Messy Church is also a regular feature in worship.

Kingskerswell has a regular separate children’s group - Sunday Kidz, 
who join the main congregation at times. These initiatives are also lay led.

Currently worship is planned and led by the clergy and supported 
by the Readers. Members of the congregation support as 
lectors, preparing intercessions and as Eucharistic ministers. 

In all congregations there is a desire to increase the lay participation 
in the main services. As a consequence the first Sunday of the 
month at Kingskerswell is often lay designed and led. 

The community currently has three licensed Readers and one 
PTO. The Readers have supported the incumbent on most 
Sundays. They have a regular preaching ministry, and devise, 
organise and lead services. They also devise discussion sessions 
and teaching courses. The varied styles and content of preaching 
have been welcomed by the church congregations.

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals occur across the 
parishes although the bulk of these occasional offices are in 
Kingskerswell. In 2017, 31 baptisms, 20 weddings and 26 funerals 



were held at the church with a further 18 held elsewhere. 
In Kingskerswell a new churchyard extension, consecrated by 
the Bishop Of Plymouth in 2018, will enable people from the 
parish to continue to be buried locally for years to come. 

As far as pastoral outreach is concerned all three churches 
encourage people to stay after services for tea, coffee, biscuits 
and chat. Home communion is provided to individuals across the 
community and to the large residential home and retirement village 
in Abbotskerswell. All congregations have an informal network 
of support for parishioners, visiting the sick and the elderly. 

The parishes actively support the local food bank and other 
charities with the various PCC’s also agreeing yearly monetary 
donations to local, national and international charities.

All three churches are supported by bell ringers with weekly 
Sunday ringing as well as on most Holy Days and special events. 

Kingskerswell primary school is a Church of England voluntary aided 
school and the incumbent of the parish is a member of the governing 
body. The church body has also supplied two additional foundation 
governors. There are regular acts of worship in school and the various key 
stages come to the church for collective worship at end of each term. 
Close links are maintained with Abbotskerswell school with children 
attending church for Harvest, Easter and Christmas services.



Joint Parish Facilities
The three parishes support the office at Kingskerswell. Plans are 
In hand to improve office accommodation, redeveloping the current office 
and coffee room within the current footprint to provide adequate office 
space, storage and a suitable room for consultation and counselling. 

The office, now open for five days a week, is supported by two 
part time admin staff. The Parish magazine, and a weekly, news-
filled pew sheet are produced here and serve all three parishes. 
Abbotskerswell also contributes to a monthly village publication. 

The desire of all congregations is to encourage as many 
people as possible to experience the atmosphere and 
presence of the Christian community in their midst. 

Vicarage
The present Vicarage, a raised bungalow pleasantly situated in 
Pound Lane a short distance from Kingskerswell church, falls short of 
current specifications for an incumbent’s house and is scheduled for 
replacement. It is possible that a suitable property may be acquired 
in time for immediate occupation by the new priest; otherwise he or 
she will need to be prepared to consider a subsequent move into a 
replacement house in due course. The mission community administrators 
work from a separate office adjacent to Kingskerswell church and hall.



Strengths Weaknesses
• Three churches and associated 

buildings in the heart of 
their communities

• Committed strong PCCs and 
dedicated parishioners 

• Active social committees

• Church members also involved 
in general village activities

• Good financial oversight 

• Wide Reader and lay involvement

• The churches are good at serving their 
regular congregations but struggle 
to engage others with the gospel

• The tendency to run as three parishes 
rather than a single mission community

Opportunities Challenges
• Significant new housing is planned 

for the local area and thus presents 
new opportunities for outreach

• Good links with the schools 
including providing school 
governors in Kingskerswell.

• Use of church facilities and 
property by the communities.

• The churches have relatively 
few families and children among 
their regular attendees.

• The aging congregations increase 
the demand on a declining number 
to support the work of the church.

• To develop a teaching ministry 
alongside a well established 
sacramental ministry.




