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Dear	Colleague	

Thank	you	for	your	interest	in	the	post	of	Team	Vicar	in	our	newly	established	Mission	Community	of	
six	parishes.	Having	 lived	and	ministered	in	this	area	for	eight	and	a	half	years,	 I	know	most	of	the	
joys	and	challenges	of	the	villages	and	their	church	communiHes,	and	I	would	be	very	happy	to	share	
some	of	my	thoughts	with	you,	in	an	informal	conversaHon.	Do	feel	free	to	get	in	touch!	

I	 am	 thrilled	 at	 this	 opportunity	 to	 develop	 a	 Team	 Ministry,	 including	 lay	 and	 ordained	 people	
working	as	colleagues	and	fellow	disciples,	and	sharing	our	different	giKs	and	passions,	as	we	seek	to	
grow	God’s	Kingdom.	During	the	last	18	months,	God	has	sent	us	an	ordinand	and	a	curate.	We	now	
look	forward	to	welcoming	another	colleague	who	will	add	a	different	perspecHve,	as	we	all	inspire	
and	 support	one	another.	We	are	a	happy	 team,	 full	of	humour	and	with	 the	absolute	agreement	
that	 we	 need	 to	 experiment,	 reach	 out	 to	 the	 communiHes	 and	 be	 prepared	 for	 some	 of	 our	
endeavours	to	fail.	We	are	commiQed	to	sharing	God’s	love	with	all	and	to	finding	imaginaHve	ways	
to	reach	those	who	are	beyond	our	usual	networks.	

My	 current	 remit	 is	 to	 lead	 the	 enlarged	Mission	 Community	 unHl	my	 planned	 reHrement	 in	 July	
2020.	The	diocese	hopes	that	my	successor	will	be	appointed	before	I	 leave,	so	there	should	be	no	
long	 vacancy	which	 could	disrupt	progress.	 The	Team	Vicar	will	 have	a	 key	 role	 to	play	during	 the	
transiHon	to	the	new	leadership.		

If	God	is	calling	you	to	join	us,	we	are	keen	to	meet	you	and	to	welcome	you.	

With	every	blessing	

Anne
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Background 

We	are	 in	 the	 early	 stages	of	 creaHng	 a	Mission	Community	
(and	Team	Ministry)	of	six	parishes	at	the	Western	end	of	the	
South	Hams.	 The	 three	 parishes	 in	 the	 East	 of	 this	 grouping	
have	operated	as	an	effecHve	Mission	Community	for	the	last	
eight	or	so	years	and	are	now	pleased	to	welcome	three	more	
parishes	into	the	fold.	The	changes	have	come	about	following	
a	 Deanery	 Review,	 the	 recommendaHons	 of	 which	 were	
discussed	 and	 completely	 revised,	 with	 this	 outcome	 being	
the	expressed	wishes	of	the	consHtuent	churches.	

We	 are	 working	 hard	 to	 ensure	 that	 each	 parish	 retains	 its	
unique	 features,	 while	 co-operaHng	 in	many	ways,	 including	
lay	 ministry,	 training	 and	 the	 provision	 of	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	
different	worship	styles.	We	only	began	operaHng	as	a	group	
of	six	churches	in	January	2019,	so	we	are	in	an	experimental	
period,	 when	 new	 ideas	 and	 a	 fresh	 vision	 will	 be	 very	
welcome.	

Ministry Team 

The	 Mission	 Community	 is	 led	 by	 Team	 Rector	 Revd	 Anne	
Legge,	 who	 lives	 in	 Newton	 Ferrers,	 together	 with	 an	
outstanding	 team	 of	 lay	 and	 ordained	 people.	We	 currently	
have	a	Curate,	Revd	Joe	Lannon,	living	in	Holbeton	and	due	to	
be	 priested	 in	 February,	 and	 a	 St	 Mellitus	 Ordinand,	 MaQ	
Gorton,	now	 in	his	 second	year,	 and	with	 vast	experience	of	
youth	 work.	We	 are	 also	 blessed	 with	 a	 Lay	 Reader,	 Norma	
Baker,	based	in	Yealmpton	and	a	very	good	team	of	lay	leaders	
who	 plan	 and	 lead	worship	 across	 the	 parishes.	 In	 addiHon,	
several	 reHred	 clergy	 offer	 their	 Hme	 and	 support	 either	
regularly	 or	 when	 needed.	 Revd	 MarHn	 Kirkbride	 has	 been	
Priest-in-Charge	of	Wembury	for	four	years	and	is	now	Interim	
Team	Vicar	of	the	Mission	Community,	prior	to	his	reHrement	
in	June	2019.	

The	new	Team	Vicar	will	be	based	in	Wembury	and	will	have	
special	 responsibility	 for	Wembury	 and	Brixton,	 plus	 at	 least	
half	of	 the	responsibility	 for	Yealmpton.	He	or	she	will	be	an	
acHve	 member	 of	 the	 team	 and	 able	 to	 work	 across	 all	 six	
parishes,	when	appropriate.	

Worship 

Each	of	the	six	churches	has	a	congregaHon	of	mainly	reHred	
people,	 most	 of	 whom	 prefer	 fairly	 tradiHonal	 EucharisHc	
worship.	However,	all	six	churches	now	have	a	monthly	lay-led	
Morning	Worship	service,	and	many	have	come	to	enjoy	this	
change	of	 style.	At	Holy	Cross	 church	 in	Newton	Ferrers,	we	
offer	4pm	‘Together@4’	or	‘Café	@4’	services	three	Sundays	a	
month,	which	are	modern	and	informal,	led	by	lay	or	ordained	
people	and	a	music	group.	The	congregaHon	for	this	is	all-age	
and	includes	families	and	children.	We	are	also	experimenHng	



with	 a	 morning	 café	 -style	 service	 in	 Holbeton	 Village	 Hall,	
once	 a	month.	We	 have	monthly	 ‘Together	 at	 Ten‘	 services,	
when	we	currently	gather	in	two	groups	of	churches,	and	the	
service	rotates	around	them	each	in	turn.		This	is	now	popular	
in	the	original	Mission	Community	and	we	hope	it	will	develop	
further	 within	 the	 enlarged	 grouping.	 Wembury	 is	 sHll	
undecided	about	whether	to	commit	to	this	paQern.	

There	 are	 weekday	 services	 once	 a	 week	 in	 four	 of	 the	
parishes.	 There	 are	 also	 regular	 school	 services	 in	 the	
churches	in	Newton	Ferrers,	Holbeton	and	Brixton.		

A	 youth	 group	 (JAM)	 meets	 twice	 a	 month	 at	 The	 Rectory,	
aKer	Together@4	services.	

There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 special	 and	 outdoor	 services	 around	
the	parishes,	 including	on	Good	Friday	and	at	RogaHon.	 	We	
have	 the	 use	 of	 a	 semi-ruined	 church	 at	 Stoke	 Bay	 (the	
original	 Noss	 Mayo	 church),	 which	 is	 used	 for	 about	 four	
services	a	year,	including	RegaQa	and	RogaHon.	

Some Highlights 

We	 live	 in	 a	 beauHful	 area,	 with	 superb	 beaches	 and	 lovely	
countryside.	 There	 are	 many	 water-related	 acHviHes	 during	
the	summer	and	we	welcome	large	numbers	of	visitors	every	
year.	Wembury	is	very	popular	for	weddings	and	bapHsms,	so	
this	forms	a	significant	part	of	the	ministry	at	the	West	end	of	
the	 Mission	 Community.	 All	 of	 our	 churches	 enjoy	 good	
relaHonships	 with	 the	 local	 communiHes	 and	 our	 team	
members	 are	 welcomed	 and	 valued	 by	 local	 groups	 and	
organisaHons.	We	expect	that	a	growing	part	of	our	work	will	
include	outreach	 into	exisHng	 local	 groupings,	where	we	can	
share	the	Good	News	without	demanding	commitment	to	an	
organisaHon.	 We	 are	 keen	 to	 explore	 new	 ways	 of	 being	
church	 and	 to	 use	 the	 giKs	 of	 all	 of	 our	 members.	 We	 are	
excited	 about	 the	 growing	 team	 and	 about	 the	 way	 God	 is	
working	in	our	parishes.	We	hope	you	will	feel	called	to	come	
and	join	us	at	this	Hme	of	re-modelling	our	church	family.		

This Appointment 

We	are	 looking	 for	a	new	team	member,	 to	work	alongside	
the	Team	Rector,	Curate,	Ordinand,	Reader	and	lay	team.		

Core	Characteris,cs	

We	 are	 praying	God	will	 call	 the	 following	 person	 to	 be	 our	
Team	Vicar:		

A	friendly	and	approachable	priest	with	a	parHcular	ministry	
preparing	 couples	 for	 weddings	 and	 seeing	 weddings	 and	



bapHsms	as	a	springboard	for	outreach	and	discipleship.	(The	
Team	 Vicar	 will	 be	 responsible	 for	 the	 occasional	 offices	 in	
Wembury,	 which	 is	 among	 the	 most	 popular	 parishes	 for	
weddings	in	Devon.)	

An	enabler,	who	understands	the	importance	of	the	ministry	
of	all	the	bapHsed,	and	is	able	to	support,	equip	and	work	as	a	
part	of	lay	teams,	leading	services	and	offering	pastoral	care.		

A	 collaboraQve	 leader,	 who	 is	 commiQed	 to	 helping	 the	 six	
parishes	 of	 the	 new	 Yealm	 and	 Erme	 Mission	 Community	
work	 together	 and	 support	 each	 other	 in	 their	 mission	 and	
ministry.		

An	engaging	communicator	and	inspiraQonal	preacher	who	is	
able	to	make	disciples	of	all	ages.		

Addi,onal	Characteris,cs	

We	are	also	hoping	for	the	following	in	our	Team	Vicar:	

•Enthusiasm	
•A	vision	for	community	engagement	
•The	ability	to	receive	construcHve	feedback	as	a	giK	
•The	paHence	to	facilitate	reconciliaHon	
•Leadership	 experience,	 so	 that	 Church	 Wardens	 and	 lay	
teams	will	 conHnue	 to	 be	 supported	 during	 an	 interregnum	
when	the	Team	Rector	reHres	in	July	2020.			
•A	willingness	to	work	in	schools	and	care	homes.	
•A	full	driving	licence	

Around the Parishes 

Wembury 

Wembury	 Parish	 is	 at	 the	 extreme	 west	 of	 the	 Team	 and	
comprises	the	three	villages	of	Wembury,	Down	Thomas	and	
Heybrook	 Bay	 –	 all	 of	which	 have	 pubs	 serving	 good	 food	 –	
and	a	number	of	scaQered	hamlets	and	farms.	The	church	and	
vicarage	are	in	Wembury	and	this	also	has	the	primary	school	
hQp://www.wemburyprimary.co.uk/,	 twice	 weekly	 playgroup	
and	a	pre-school	hQp://www.wemburypreschool.btck.co.uk/	.		
Secondary	educaHon	is	covered	by	two	schools	in	the	nearest	
suburb	 of	 Plymouth	 (Coombe	 Dean	 and	 Plymstock	 School)	
and	 the	 village	 school	 also	 feeds	 into	 Ivybridge	 Community	
College.	 	 Plymouth	 City	 has	 grammar	 schooling	 with	 buses	
running	from	the	village	to	the	secondary	schools.	 	Wembury	
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and	Down	Thomas	have	village	halls	which	are	very	well	used	
for	 a	 variety	 of	 community	 acHviHes.	 	 There	 are	 holiday	
coQages,	 B&Bs	 and	 two	 holiday	 estate	 businesses	 in	 the	
parish	 and	 our	 congregaHons	 are	 swelled	 in	 the	 summer	 by	
returning	 visitors.	 	 The	 parish	 is	 served	 by	 an	 excellent	 GP	
surgery	 based	 in	 Wembury	 which	 has	 a	 dispensary	 plus	 a	
variety	 of	 clinics	 and	 other	 services	 in-house.	 	 hQp://
www.wemburysurgery.co.uk/		The	Vicarage,	(63	Church	Road)	
where	 you	 would	 be	 based,	 is	 a	 mid-20th	 century	 dormer	
bungalow	with	4	bedrooms	and	was	fully	refurbished	in	2014.		
The	 large	 study	 lies	 to	 the	 front	 of	 the	 property	 and	 can	 be	
accessed	 without	 intrusion	 into	 the	 living	 accommodaHon.		
There	is	good	parking	on	the	drive.		

The	 church	 of	 St.	 Werburgh	 has	 sat	 on	 the	 cliff	 above	
Wembury	 Bay	 for	 over	 1,000	 years,	 slightly	 away	 from	 the	
main	village,	surrounded	by	NaHonal	Trust	owned	land	and	in	
an	Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty.		The	church	is	open	to	
visitors	 every	 day.	 	 Its	 picturesque	 semng	 aQracts	 wedding	
couples	 from	 far	 and	 wide	 giving	 us	 the	 mixed	 blessing	 of	
being	 the	 most	 popular	 Devon	 church	 for	 weddings,	 31	 in	
2018.	Over	80	 regular	parHcipants	aQend	Sunday	 services	at	
8am	 (BCP)	 and	 11am	 with	 the	 monthly	 Family	 Service	
aQracHng	 higher	 numbers	 when	 couples	 married	 in	 the	
church	bring	their	children	to	bapHsm,	28	in	2018.	There	is	a	
smaller	regular	congregaHon	at	the	10am	Wednesday	service	
where	the	 local	Mothers’	Union	branch	aQend	their	monthly	
corporate	service.		

The	church	building	 is	well	maintained	with	all	works	on	 the	
Quinquennial	 acHoned.	 	 Our	 tower	 has	 a	 water-ingress	
problem	 at	 the	moment	 which	 is	 being	 addressed.	 	 Raising	
funds	for	the	required	repairs	has	created	an	acHve	social	and	
fundraising	 team	who	have	breathed	new	 life	 into	 the	 social	
side	of	church	 to	excellent	effect.	 	We	do	not	have	a	church	
room	 in	 the	 parish	 but	 we	 have	 one	 small	 building	 in	 the	
church	car	park	which	is	used	for	PCC	meeHngs.	 	We	use	the	
village	halls	for	larger	meeHngs	and	social	events.		The	church	
is	used	as	a	concert	venue.	

We	pay	our	Common	Fund	 in	 full	 every	year	 (2018	£59,422)	
and	have	a	high	proporHon	of	the	congregaHon	signed	up	to	
the	Parish	Giving	Scheme.	

We	 have	 the	 only	Mothers’	 Union	 in	 the	 team	 and	 deanery	
who	meet	monthly.	 	They	run	a	very	successful	weekly	Coffee	
Stop	which	is	a	social	hub	for	the	elderly	in	the	village	and	also	
have	 teams	 who	 provide	 the	 drinks	 at	 the	 local	 Playgroup,	
keeping	in	touch	with	the	younger	families.	

The	 church	 has	 an	 acHve	 choir	 under	 the	 tutorage	 of	 the	
choirmaster	from	another	parish	in	the	deanery.		We	have	two	
organists	 who	 play	 at	 the	 11am	 morning	 service	 with	 a	
recorded	 hymnal	 when	 they	 are	 not	 available.	 	 We	 have	 a	
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strong	established	bell	team,	a	team	of	people	in	training	and	
more	on	a	waiHng	list	to	be	trained	on	the	bells.	 	Our	electro-
magneHc	 system	 is	 predominantly	 used	 for	 mid-week	
weddings.	

A	house	prayer	group	was	recently	set	up	to	root	in	prayer	the	
transiHon	of	 the	parish	 to	 the	Team	Ministry	 and	 the	 search	
for	the	first	Team	Vicar.	

We	 oversee	 a	 popular	 monthly	 parish	 magazine,	 the	
Wembury	 Review,	 which	 is	 delivered	 throughout	 the	 three	
villages.	 	 This	 details	 local	 events,	 organisaHons	 and	
businesses	 as	 well	 as	 interesHng	 arHcles	 and	 parish	
informaHon.	

Whilst	the	church	is	not	at	the	centre	of	village	life,	the	church	
is	full	to	overflowing	with	young	families	at	the	Christmas	Eve	
5pm	Carols	by	Candlelight.		Easter,	Harvest	and	Remembrance	
are	 all	 popular	 and	 give	 opportuniHes	 for	 us	 to	 engage	with	
the	 wider	 parish,	 but	 our	 challenge	 is	 to	 bring	 the	 church	
more	into	the	school	and	parish	as	a	whole.	

Our	 church	 style	 is	 eucharisHcally-based	 and	 our	 regular	
congregaHons	are	generally	middle	aged	and	reHred,	except	at	
the	bapHsm	service	when	the	church	is	more	lively	than	usual.		
We	 feel	we	 are	 a	welcoming	 church.	 	Over	 the	 last	 year	we	
have	 had	 to	 prayerfully	 consider	 the	 future	 direcHon	 of	 our	
parish	with	 the	 result	 that	we	 are	 completely	 commiQed	 to	
the	formaHon	of	the	new	team	ministry.	

hQps://www.wemburychurch.co.uk/index.htm		

Brixton 

Brixton	 is	 a	 small	 community	 of	 around	 800	 homes,	 a	 pub,	
restaurant,	 Post	 Office	 with	 an	 aQached	 gallery	 and	 a	 large	
popular	 garden	 centre	 posiHoned	 just	 outside	 the	 village.	
There	 is	 a	 sheltered	 housing	 development	 and	 also	 nursing	
and	 residenHal	 homes.	 	 	 We	 border	 the	 5,500	 home,	 new	
town	development	of	Sherford,	part	of	which	falls	within	the	
parish	boundary.	

The	parish	church	of	St	Mary	is	sited	in	a	prominent	posiHon	
on	the	main	road	through	the	village.	 	The	present	building	is	
15th	 century,	 although	 the	 tower	 is	 100	 years	 older.	 	 The	
church	 is	 in	a	very	good	state	of	repair	thanks	to	the	Brixton	
Feoffee	 Lands	 Trust	 which	 gives	 a	 yearly	 allowance	 for	 the	
upkeep	of	the	church.		We	have	recently	improved	the	church	
lighHng.	 	 Although	 St	 Mary’s	 has	 no	 church	 hall,	 we	 have	
excellent	kitchen	and	refreshment	serving	faciliHes	in	an	open	
area	at	 the	back	of	 the	church	where	we	also	run	a	monthly	
soup	and	pudding	club	for	the	village.	

https://www.wemburychurch.co.uk/index.htm
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Brixton	 has	 one	 of	 the	 Team’s	 church	 schools	 and	 we	 have	
strong	links	with	the	school,	where	locals	volunteer.		As	we	no	
longer	have	a	vicarage,	 the	church	has	a	parish	office	on	the	
school	site	where	we	have	our	admin	equipment.	 	This	office	
is	 also	 used	 as	 a	 United	 ChrisHan	 Broadcaster	 prayer	 line	
where	volunteers	man	the	phones	on	a	weekly	basis,	doing	so	
for	the	last	14	years.	 	The	school	hall	 is	used	in	the	evenings	
and	weekends	 for	 the	 usual	 community	 acHviHes	 –	 keep	 fit,	
yoga	etc.	 	The	church	was	recently	used	for	a	community-run	
exhibiHon,	celebraHng	100	years	of	village	life	and	the	end	of	
the	1914-1918	war	which	was	a	huge	success.	

We	have	a	thriving	Messy	Church	which	has	been	running	for	
the	 last	7	years	on	a	monthly	basis.	 	We	share	a	reader	with	
Yealmpton	and	have	a	churchwarden	who	also	 leads	services	
when	 necessary.	 	 We	 support	 the	 Plymouth	 Foodbank,	 the	
Children’s	Society	and	 the	 local	Shekinah	Mission.	 	We	are	a	
small	 but	 friendly	 and	 loving	 congregaHon	 and	 will	 move	
forward	into	the	future	both	serving	and	praising	the	Lord.	

hQp://www.brixton-village.co.uk/stmaryschurchpages.htm	

hQps://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9162/	

Yealmpton 

Yealmpton	 village	 is	 on	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 South	 Hams,	 sited	
within	easy	reach	of	the	other	parishes	in	the	Team	with	quick	
access	to	Plymouth	and	the	A38.		The	village	has	shops,	pubs,	
a	 tea	 room	 and	 medical	 centre	 and	 there	 is	 an	 excellent	
community	 centre	 on	 the	modern	 primary	 school	 site.	 	 The	
annual	 Yealmpton	 Agricultural	 Show	 is	 a	 high	 point	 of	 the	
local	year	and	sees	us	working	with	the	other	churches	in	the	
area	providing	a	place	for	people	to	rest	a	while.	 	The	parish	
has	great	anHquity	with	the	Saxon	Goreus	Stone,	sited	in	the	
churchyard.		This	is	believed	to	be	a	memorial	to	a	Saxon	chief	
who	embraced	ChrisHanity	some	1,500	years	ago.			

The	 church	 of	 St	 Bartholomew,	 affecHonately	 called	 St	 Barts	
locally,	 was	 extensively	 rebuilt	 by	 neo-Gothic	 revivalist,	
William	BuQerfield,	 in	 the	middle	of	 the	nineteenth	 century.		
The	 church	 is	 a	 fine	 example	 of	 his	 disHncHve	 style	 with	
colourful	 painted	 ceilings	 in	 the	 chancel	 and	 its	 arch	 and	
scriptural	 roundels	 in	 the	 nave.	 	 The	 building	 retains	 its	
previous	 history	 with	 medieval	 brasses,	 ancient	 memorials	
and	 a	 Saxon	 carved	 stone	 basin	 font,	 sHll	 used	 for	 bapHsms	
today,	 incorporated	 into	 the	 rebuilt	 church.	 	 The	 church	has	
stunning	acousHcs	which	enhance	the	worship	and	make	it	an	
excellent	 concert	 venue	 throughout	 the	 year	 for	 choirs,	
chamber	groups	and	orchestras.	
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The	 church	 building	 conHnues	 to	 be	 well	 maintained	 and	
improved.		A	generous	grant	leK	to	us	by	a	former	parishioner	
has	 enabled	 us	 to	 recently	 install	 a	 new	 sound	 system	 and	
improve	the	electrics	and	safety	equipment.	

We	 are	 a	 family-friendly	 church	 with	 EucharisHc-centred	
services	 and	 all	 age	 Messy	 Church	 family	 services.	 	 Our	
ministry	 is	 helped	 by	 our	 good	 faciliHes,	 all	 disabled	 and	
family	 oriented.	 	 We	 also	 have	 an	 excellent	 servery	 for	
refreshments.	 	 We	 are	 blessed	 with	 a	 reader	 who	 runs	 a	
regular	 home	 prayer	 group.	 	 Our	 church	 is	 open	 daily.		
Through	Churches	 Together	 in	 Yealmpton,	we	work	with	 the	
local	 Community	 Methodist	 church	 throughout	 the	 year	 to	
give	witness	to	our	ChrisHan	faith.	

hQp://www.stbartyealmpton.org.uk		

Newton Ferrers 

The	Village:	Newton	Ferrers	is	on	the	south	facing	slope	of	the	
river	 valley,	 although	 menHoned	 in	 the	 Domesday	 Book,	 it	
reached	 its	 current	 size	 during	 the	 last	 century.	 	 It	 has	 a	
populaHon	of	1100,	about	65%	of	whom	are	over	reHrement	
age.	 	There	are	a	number	of	professional	people	living	in	the	
village	with	their	families	and	there	is	some	social	housing	on	
the	edge	of	the	village.	 	The	village	has	2	shops,	a	post	office,	
pharmacy,	a	pub	and	the	Yacht	Club. 

The	Church	Building:	The	present	church	of	Holy	Cross	dates	
back	to	the	12th	and	14th	centuries	although	there	is	evidence	
of	the	site	being	used	for	worship	prior	to	this.		It	is	of	modest	
size,	well	 cared	 for	and	warm!	 It	has	basic	kitchen	and	 toilet	
faciliHes.	 	The	building	is	in	the	process	of	being	reordered	to	
provide	 greater	 flexibility.	 	 Some	 pews	 have	 been	 removed	
providing	adaptable	spaces	at	the	west	end	of	the	nave	and	in	
the	side	aisles.	 	A	new	kitchen,	upgraded	toilet	and	disabled	
access	are	planned	with	work	due	to	start	early	 in	2019.	 	An	
excellent	audio-visual	system	has	been	installed	and	the	organ	
recently	repaired	and	upgraded. 

Worship:	 	The	typical	Sunday	congregaHon	varies	between	30	
and	 60	 but	 some	 special	 services	 will	 reach	 the	 church’s	
capacity	 of	 250	 -	 300	 people.	 	 Various	 styles	 of	worship	 are	
offered,	 from	 8.00am	 BCP	 Holy	 Communion,	 through	
Common	Worship	Parish	Communion	to	 informal	worship	on	
Sunday	 aKernoons	 using	 a	 small	 band	 and	modern	 worship	
songs,	with	acHviHes	 for	 children.	 	Many	services	are	 lay-led	
(also	in	varying	styles).	 	Morning	Prayer	is	held	in	The	Rectory	
on	Wednesdays	with	a	very	small	but	regular	congregaHon.		A	
number	of	home	groups	are	held	at	varying	Hmes	throughout	
the	year. 
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Outreach:		The	church	has	strong	links	with	the	village	church	
school.	 	School	assemblies	are	held	weekly	during	term	Hme	
and	once	a	month	these	are	held	 in	church.	 	Our	“Open	the	
Book”	 team	 does	 a	monthly	 presentaHon	 in	 the	 school	 and	
twice	 a	 term	 there	 is	 a	 school	 communion	 service.	 	 “Coffee	
and	 Cake”	 is	 offered	 once	 a	 month	 in	 church	 at	 which	
everyone	 is	 welcome	 but	 is	 parHcularly	 aQracHve	 to	 those	
living	alone.	 	Occasional	services	are	held	for	those	who	have	
been	married	in	church	or	recently	bereaved.		A	church	based	
Pastoral	Team	exists	to	provide	various	forms	of	assistance	to	
those	 who	 need	 it,	 including	 providing	 transport	 to	 the	
medical	centre	or	hospital.	 	Outdoor	services	and	events	such	
as	 a	 Good	 Friday	 walk	 of	 witness,	 a	 NaHvity	 Procession	 in	
Newton	Ferrers	and	a	bapHsm	in	the	creek	also	take	place	in	
conjuncHon	with	the	other	parishes.		PreparaHon	for	marriage	
classes	are	held	annually.	 

Finance:	The	church	is	currently	solvent	although	giving	could	
be	beQer.		The	Parish	Giving	Scheme	has	just	been	introduced,	
which	it	is	hoped	will	address	this.	 

Links:	 	The	church	has	 links	with	St	Francis	Mission	Hospital,	
Zambia	and	an	orphanage	in	Nairobi,	Kenya. 
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Noss Mayo 

The	 rural	 parish	 of	 Revelstoke	 comprises	 the	 village	 of	 Noss	
Mayo	 and	 the	 hamlets	 of	Membland	 and	 Stoke.	 	 There	 are	
about	600	permanent	residents,	a	mix	of	reHred,	professional	
and	 tradespersons,	with	 40%	 of	 housing	 in	 the	 parish	 being	
second	 homes.	 	 The	 summer	 populaHon	 of	 the	 parish	 is	
considerably	 swelled	by	holidaymakers,	 either	day	visitors	or	
residing	in	the	holiday	lets	and	large	staHc	caravan	site	on	the	
coast	 at	 Stoke.	 	 The	 parish	 has	 no	 shop	 but	 there	 are	 two	
popular	pubs.	 	 	 The	 local	 children	aQend	either	 the	primary	
schools	 in	 Newton	 Ferrers	 or	 Holbeton	 or	 private	 schools	 in	
Plymouth.	 	 Secondary	 educaHon	 is	 usually	 at	 Ivybridge	
Community	College,	10	miles	away.	

The	 parish	 church	 of	 St	 Peter	 was	 built	 in	 1880	 under	 the	
patronage	 of	 Charles	 Baring,	 later	 the	 first	 Lord	 Revelstoke.		
The	 church	 is	 possibly	 the	 best	 example	 of	 Victorian	 Gothic	
architecture	in	the	country.		The	fabric	is	generally	in	excellent	
condiHon.	 	 In	 recent	 years	 it	has	been	 re-roofed	and	central	
heaHng,	toilet	faciliHes	and	a	food	servery	have	been	installed.		
In	2018	the	fine	peal	of	8	bells	were	removed	to	the	foundry	
for	new	headstocks,	overhaul	and	retune.	 	A	new	automated	
ringing	 system,	 automaHc	 clock	 winding	 and	 Hmekeeping	
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were	 installed	 at	 this	 Hme.	 	 There	 is	 an	 excellent	 organ,	 an	
idenHcal	build	of	which	is	installed	at	Sandringham.	

The	 ruins	 of	 the	 original	 parish	 church	 of	 St	 Peter	 the	 Poor	
Fisherman,	 where	 occasional	 services	 are	 held,	 are	 on	 the	
coast	at	Stoke	within	the	grounds	of	the	caravan	site.		ParHally	
roofed,	 it	 is	 maintained	 by	 the	 Churches	 ConservaHon	 Trust	
and	overseen	by	a	local	commiQee.		

Our	congregaHon	reflects	the	demographic	of	the	parish	with	
a	 high	 average	 age	 and	 an	 aQendance	 around	 25	 from	 32	
regular	 parHcipants.	 	We	 have	 a	 small	 choir	 and	 a	 team	 of	
bellringers,	 the	 laQer	 shared	 with	 Holy	 Cross	 church	 in	 the	
adjoining	village	of	Newton	Ferrers.	 	A	wide	range	of	forms	of	
worship	are	shared	between	the	churches	in	the	Benefice.		At	
St	Peter’s	we	prefer	the	more	tradiHonal	sung	services	with	a	
robed	 choir	 and	 crucifer.	 	 We	 have	 an	 ecumenical	
contemplaHve	prayer	group	and	within	the	Benefice	we	have	
bible	study	groups	and	run	Lent	courses.	

We	always	meet	our	Common	Fund	 in	 full.	 	 The	Noss	Mayo	
Church	 Heritage	 Trust	 is	 dedicated	 to	 meeHng	 fabric	
maintenance.	 	 The	parish	also	has	 the	DiscreHonary	Fund	 in	
the	 Benefice	 for	 the	 Rector,	 and	 the	 Revelstoke	 Community	
Trust.	 	 These	 support	 acHviHes	 and	 projects	 within	 the	
communiHes.	

The	 wider	 community	 organise	 and	 support	 social	 and	
fundraising	 acHviHes	 for	 the	 church	 including	 a	 very	 popular	
annual	 fete,	 lunches,	 concerts,	 dances,	 coffee	mornings	 and	
jumble	sales.	
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Holbeton 

Holbeton	village	lies	at	the	eastern	extremity	of	the	Team	with	
the	landscape	dominated	by	the	prominent	spire	of	All	Saints	
church.	 	There	are	several	hamlets	 in	 the	surrounding	parish	
plus	the	Flete	estate	which	conHnues	to	provide	housing	and	
employment	 for	 parishioners,	 as	 it	 has	 done	 for	 centuries.		
The	 populaHon	of	 570	 is	 set	 to	 rise	 in	 2019	 as	 new	housing	
will	be	built,	both	open	market	and	affordable,	together	with	
extra	public	parking	which	will	help	greatly	those	travelling	by	
car	to	church	services.	

The	 church	 of	 All	 Saints	 is	 surprisingly	 large	 and	 is	 generally	
sound	 and	 free	 from	 any	 major	 defects	 as	 described	 in	 its	
latest	 quinquennial	 report.	 	 It	 is	 filled	 with	 beauHful	 wood	
carvings	thanks	to	extensive	restoraHon	 in	the	 late	1800s.	 	 It	
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has	a	fine	ring	of	bells	which	are	going	to	need	repairs	in	the	
next	few	years,	for	which	fundraising	is	ongoing.		There	is	also	
a	good	organ.	 	All	Saints	 is	surrounded	by	a	large	churchyard	
in	 two	adjoining	 secHons.	 	 The	“Church	News”	 is	distributed	
once	 a	 month	 along	 with	 the	 village’s	 “Holbeton	 News”	 so	
everyone	has	a	clear	idea	of	what	is	going	on.	

The	 village	 school,	 although	 not	 a	 church	 school,	 welcomes	
the	 benefice’s	Open	 the	 Book	 team	 each	month.	 	 	 There	 is	
also	 a	 pre-school	with	 close	 links	 to	 the	 primary	 school,	 the	
laQer	 also	 having	 beach	 and	 forest	 schools.	 	 The	 parish	 has	
thriving	clubs	and	socieHes	which	make	use	of	the	village	hall	
where	 the	 successful	 over	 50s’	 lunch	 is	 held	 each	 month.		
Holbeton	village	also	has	a	shop	and	post	office	and	two	pubs.		
The	sandy	beach	at	Mothecombe	is	very	popular	and	there	is	
good	walking	along	the	coastal	path	or	on	Dartmoor.	

Our	worship	 is	 a	 happy	mix	 of	 tradiHonal	 Anglican	 and	non-
liturgical	worship,	someHmes	lay	led.	 	Our	loyal	congregaHon	
is	 greatly	 increased	 at	 Christmas,	 Easter,	 Harvest	 and	
Remembrance	as	the	wider	village	join	our	services.	
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