
As I write my last Christmas newsletter, it is a joy to recall all of the 
examples of generosity that I have witnessed over the last few years as 
Mission Resources Adviser.  I have visited many churches across Devon 
during this time, and the welcome I have received has been incredibly 

inspiring. Thank you so much.  It has been an absolute privilege to worship 
and preach in so many different churches, within different contexts.  I have 
developed a real love for the breadth that the Church of England offers in 

terms of worship styles and traditions, and I am very grateful for the 
opportunity to have met so many dedicated and thoughtful people. I will 
take these memories as I prepare to leave the Diocese in the New Year.
As the department changes and develops, we are working on a Diocesan 
Giving strategy to understand how Mission Resources can best support 
parishes in encouraging discipleship giving. Brigit and the team will keep 

you informed about new resources and ideas, and would be 
interested to hear your thoughts on how to refresh stewardship teaching.  

Thank you so much for all that you do to, and I wish you a merry and 
peaceful Christmas

Katie Stevenson xxxx

Parish Giving Scheme 
The Parish Giving Scheme is an opportunity for your church to streamline 

your giving admin and increase regular donations. Please go to 
www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk to find out more. 
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Giving Strategy 
In recent weeks, the Mission Resources Team have been working 
on producing a Diocesan Giving Strategy.  The aim of this strategy 

is to identify what parishes might need to enable them to 
encourage generosity as part of our discipleship journey.  The 
strategy will then go on to identify objectives for the Mission 

Resources Team to action in order for this support to be delivered 
to a high standard, and within a specific timeframe.  As part of the 
background research, Hannah Cross produced a very informative 

statistical report outlining Diocesan giving trends, and we have also 
conducted a survey with parish representatives to inform the 

objectives. The Stewardship Advisory Forum, who meet three to 
four times a year, are also fundamental to the development of this 

work, and represent parishes on the ground!

Hannah Cross - Executive Officer

SAF story  
This section of the newsletter is a new regular feature!  For each 

instalment we will be asking a member of the Stewardship 
Advisory Forum to contribute a story of generosity that has 

shaped their Christian journey.  For this issue, Annemarie Kendall, 
Executive Assistant to the Diocesan Secretary, makes a link with 

the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) as she reflects 
upon the actions of her son. 



'When my son James was 15 he had a girlfriend who lived in 
North Devon.  As we live in South Dartmoor, the challenge was 

that every other weekend one of them would need to complete a 
journey involving two trains and two buses; a journey of at least 3 

hours in total. 
One particular weekend it was James’ turn to travel to Bideford. 

We happened to be going into Exeter and arranged to pick him up 
from St David’s Station on his way home. However, the train came 
into the station and left again and James was nowhere to be seen. 
We tried to contact him, but unusually for a teenager, his phone 
was turned off. We waited for the next train, and the same thing 
happened. We were now starting to get worried. No James, no 

messages, no way of contacting him.
We decided to wait for one more train. As the train pulled away 

from the station we saw James approaching from across the 
carpark. He had apparently caught an earlier train, and had already 
been in Exeter for two hours. He had intended to walk into town 

and surprise us, but an encounter with someone sleeping in a 
doorway had stopped him in his tracks. Instead of coming to find 

us, James had been and bought some food and a drink for the 
stranger who had called out to him. He spent two hours sitting 
and listening to his life story and how he was trying to give up 
drugs.  As a parent, my first thought was that my child had put 
himself in danger. This was soon overtaken by a feeling of pride 

mixed with humility. I was proud of the fact that he would consider 
the needs of someone else before his own safety.

James’ actions that day also made me question what I would have 
done in his shoes. Would I have walked by and pretended not to 

notice the stranger? Probably. What would I do now? What would 
you do in that situation?'

As a team, we are very fortunate to have a support group who 
help us to identify opportunities to promote and encourage good 

stewardship.  The Stewardship Advisory Forum consists of 
ordained and lay Christians across the diocese who have a 

connection with this topic.  If you would like to find out about 
joining the group please contact Brigit Kiyaga 

(brigit.kiyaga@exeter.anglican.org)



You can take your church collection by contactless card this 
Christmas!  As less and less people carry cash, it’s becoming 

increasingly important for parishes to look at alternative ways to 
receive donations. There’s a new category on the Parish Buying 

website to help churches consider the different types of 
contactless machine.  Alongside small hand-held card readers there 

now are more sophisticated self-service donation units available 
for churches to buy. To find out more visit the Parish Buying 

website. (www.parishbuying.org.uk) 

Electoral Roll Renewal 

In 2019 your Electoral Roll is up for renewing and this might also 
be a good opportunity to ask your church members to consider 
regular giving. A template of how you could do this can be found 

on the Diocesan website. (exeter.anglican.org )Look for the Parish 
Membership template in Parish returns.  

Merry Christmas, from the Mission 
Resources Team - Katie Stevenson, Brigit 

Kiyaga and Hannah Cross.

Email Brigit Kiyaga 
(brigit.kiyaga@exeter.anglican.org) if you 
would like more information on how we 

can support you in your parish. 

 
@StewardDevon 


