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Foreword by The Acting Archdeacon of Plymouth Revd Preb Nick Shutt LLM 

 

This is an exciting opportunity, in a key town in South Devon, for a minister with vision to 

work collaboratively with both lay and ordained in this new Mission Community and with the 

Ivybridge Deanery. 

 

The Diocese’s vision is to deepen our engagement with prayer, make new disciples, and 

serve the people of Devon with joy. Anyone appointed to this post must be fully supportive of 

this vision. 

 

Ivybridge Deanery is the smallest of the 3 deaneries comprising the Plymouth Archdeaconry. 

The Review of Ivybridge Deanery in 2018 has been the catalyst for much needed change in 

the Deanery. (See: https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ivybridge-

Review-Report.pdf).  

 

The South Dartmoor Mission Community is being formed as a result of the Deanery working 

hard to produce a way forward following the Review. Another outworking of the Review is 

the Yealm & Erme Mission Community (6 parishes to the south of the A38). These solutions 

have been the work of the people in the Deanery and it is highly commendable that within 12 

months of the Review there has been a complete turnaround in the Deanery.  

 

The potential for growth in Ivybridge is enormous as the town continues to grow in terms of 

housing. The loyal and committed congregations are open to engaging with this task. 

 

Anyone appointed to this post will be in ‘on the ground floor’ in terms of being able to forge 

new vitality into the newly formed South Dartmoor Mission Community. 

  

https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ivybridge-Review-Report.pdf
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ivybridge-Review-Report.pdf
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South Dartmoor Mission Community 

 

Mission Community Profile 

 

Background 

Following a Deanery Review it was agreed to create a new Benefice, the South Dartmoor 

Mission Community incorporating the benefices of Ivybridge, Cornwood, Harford and 

Sparkwell.  

The four parishes are on the southern edge of Dartmoor, three parishes are rural, and one is 

a commuter town. 

Whilst each parish is keen to retain its own identity the newly created Mission Community 

gives the opportunity for co-operation in many ways - lay ministry, training, provision of a 

variety of worship styles. 

The South Dartmoor Mission Community is at a very early stage of development and 

therefore offers a wonderful opportunity to welcome new ideas and a fresh vision.  We are 

looking for someone, male or female, who will help us develop an outward looking vision for 

the whole community and be willing to explore new ways of moving forward. 

You will be supported in this by a full team of churchwardens and input from the Diocesan 

Mission and Ministry Team. 

 

Ministry Team 

The incumbent will live in the vicarage in Blachford Road, Ivybridge, adjacent to St John's 

Church. Before the new Mission Community comes into operation, he or she will initially be 

Priest in Charge and (assuming the pastoral scheme is implemented) will subsequently 

become the first Vicar of the new benefice. 

There is a newly appointed part time, locally sponsored, assistant priest who is currently on 

a three-year licence who has particular responsibility for the Parishes of Sparkwell and 

Cornwood and who will continue to take most of the services in these Parishes. 

There are two churchwardens in each Parish and an active lay reader in Ivybridge.  Services 

are also taken by lay members of the congregations and the Parishes are also supported by 

local retired priests. 
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Worship     

Week Ivybridge Harford Cornwood Sparkwell 

1 
 
Sunday 

8.00am 
BCP Morning Prayer 
 
10.30am  
CW Holy Communion  

9.15am  
Holy Communion  

9.30am 
Sung 
Eucharist  

11.00am  
Sung 
Eucharist  
 
5pm  
Choral 
Evensong 

Wednesday 
9.30am  
CW Holy Communion  
 

   

2 
 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 

8.00am 
BCP Morning Prayer 
 
10.30am  
Service of the Word/ 
All age lay led 
worship 

9.15am  
BCP Morning Prayer  
 
6.30pm  
BCP Evensong  

9.30am  
Sung 
Eucharist  

11.00am  
Sung 
Eucharist  
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  
CW Holy Communion  
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Sunday 
 
 

8.00am 
BCP Morning Prayer 
 
10.30am  
CW Holy Communion  

9.15am  
Holy Communion  

9.30am  
Sung 
Eucharist  

11.00am  
Sung 
Eucharist  
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  
CW Holy Communion  
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Sunday 
 

8.00am 
BCP Morning Prayer 
 
10.30am  
CW Holy Communion 
 

9.15am  
BCP  
Holy Communion  

10.00am  
Fresh 
Expressions  

11.00am  
Sung 
Eucharist  
 

Wednesday 
9.30am  
CW Holy Communion  
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Sunday 

8.00am 
BCP Morning Prayer 
 
10.30am  
CW Holy Communion  

9.15am  
Holy Communion  

9.30am  
Sung 
Eucharist  

11.00am  
Sung 
Eucharist  

Wednesday 
9.30am  
CW Holy Communion  
 

   

 

In addition, St John's, Ivybridge holds Morning Office CW on Tuesday and Thursday at 9am 

and as part of Ivybridge Churches Together, Taizé Services are held twice a year at St 

John's and once at St Petroc's. St Petroc’s hosts the joint Christmas carol service with St 

John's. 
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Highlights 

The Mission Community is in a beautiful part of South Devon. Three of the parishes are 

within Dartmoor National Park and Ivybridge is within easy reach of the moors, the beaches 

and the countryside of the South Hams much of it within an AONB.  The A38 provides good 

access to Plymouth and Exeter and there is a train service from Ivybridge giving access to 

the rest of the country. 

There is community outreach in all four parishes but there is much scope to increase this 

particularly in Ivybridge. 

This is an exciting time for our Churches, and we hope you will feel called to take up the 

challenge of helping us to grow as a church family. 

This Appointment 

We are looking for a Team Leader who will work together with the assistant priest, church 

wardens and lay readers. 

Core Characteristics 

A Bridge Builder who is able to forge links between the four churches in the new Mission 

Community and work to unite congregations for mission and discipleship, able to embrace all 

shades of Christian religious expression within the Church Community.  A particular focus 

will be to maintain worship services which are inclusive and welcoming to all, while including 

content for families and young people.  

A Kingdom Builder who is committed to leading the church in its mission to Ivybridge and 

the surrounding villages and equipping them though prayer, example and practical training in 

discipleship. A particular focus will be to support Christians who are active in Ivybridge 

Community College, the local secondary school with over 2,200 students.  

A Team Builder and Communicator who naturally shares their leadership, helping others 

to discern their gifts, and calling them into leadership and service within the churches and 

the wider community. A particular focus will be growing ministry teams in their membership 

and their confidence as they lead worship, provide pastoral care and engage in mission 

across the Mission Community. 
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Around the Parishes 

 

St John's, Ivybridge   

 

St John’s Church 

Ivybridge is situated12 miles east of Plymouth, just off A38 Devon Expressway on 

southern edge of Dartmoor. Originally a small village, Ivybridge underwent extensive 

growth in 1960s and 70s mainly to the west and south of the village and now has a 

population of 13,000 and includes pockets of housing trust rental properties as well 

as privately owned housing, however the centre still retains a village feel. There is 

extensive new housing planned for the eastern side of town within easy reach of St 

John's giving an exciting opportunity for growth. Further Information is available on 

the Devon County Council Health & Wellbeing website 

(www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/strategies). The main employment for the 

town is found in the local service sector. 

Ivybridge is well served with schools having four primary schools, nursery school 

provision and a very large comprehensive school. (One primary school and the 

comprehensive school are very close to the church). The comprehensive school has 

been rated 'Outstanding' by Ofsted for many years.  In addition, the Dame Hannah 

Rogers School for young people with special needs is also in the town. There are 

two care homes plus supported living accommodation in Ivybridge and links with 

these are being developed by our Lay Reader through Social Reading. Ivybridge has 

a leisure centre and a well supported Watermark Building which incorporates a 

library and cinema/theatre space.  

Many of the young people join uniformed youth organisations such as the Scout and 

Guide movement, ATC and Army Cadets. There is also a large indoor tennis centre 

and popular Rugby, Football and Cricket Clubs. There are many other clubs and 

societies in the town, including an active U3A.  Ivybridge is also well served with a 

Health Centre, dentists and a variety of shops. There is also a Tesco superstore a 

couple of miles away at Lee Mill. 
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                     The Vicarage  

 This is a large modern detached house with a garage and parking for several cars.  The 

house has a large study adjacent to the front door which allows access for visitors without 

need to access any part of the remainder of the property. There is a large double aspect 

living room with fireplace and patio doors to the garden.  The large kitchen has ample 

storage and worktop space plus space for a dishwasher.  The kitchen leads into a utility 

room with space for a washing machine and large fridge freezer and access to the garden. 

Upstairs are two large double aspect bedrooms, each with fitted wardrobes and sink and 

there are two additional bedrooms, one of which has a small fitted wardrobe.  The large 

family bathroom has a bath and separate shower cubicle.  In addition, there is access from 

the landing to an airing cupboard and partly boarded storage area under the eaves. 

The property has a large, private wrap around garden planted with trees, shrubs and lawn 

and is situated next to the church with a connecting gate into the church grounds. 

                     

                                                         

     

 
 

 Vicarage from front 

Living Room                                    

   Bedrooms              

Bedrooms 

Kitchen 

     Study           

Study 
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The Church 

           

          Our Congregation 

The church is a Victorian building located on Blachford Road on the eastern side of the town, 

close to the original village centre; the church is in a conservation area. The churchyard 

within the grounds of the church is now closed for burials but cremation interments are 

permitted.  Although the upkeep of the churchyard is now the responsibility of South Hams 

District Council, who ensure the grass is cut and have recently repaired part of the wall, the 

congregation still assist in keeping the churchyard a pleasant sanctuary.   

We are fortunate to be able to keep the church open daily for visitors. 

Our congregation tends towards the older age group in the main although we do try to 

encourage a younger age group to attend.  Our average attendance for the 10.30 service is 

around 35 to 40.  In 2018 we had 62 on the Electoral Roll, a new roll will be available for 

2019. 

In addition to our usual services we have various church groups. Wednesday Night Church 

which runs Lent and Pilgrim courses weekly with an opportunity for Meditative Silence on the 

third Wednesday of the month. The Friday House Group, an informal ecumenical group, that 

meet, usually fortnightly, for refreshments and discussion using a variety of resources, 

including something appropriate for Lent and Advent. We also have weekly Artistik Storytime 

for young children and their families.  

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

Artistik Storytime     Making Christingles 
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Church Hall  

St John's is fortunate to have a large hall, with a kitchen, committee room and attic room 

accessible from the church. 

The hall provides an income from regular bookings by youth and community groups. We 

also use the hall for coffee after the 10.30am Sunday service and for Parish social and 

fundraising events. 

   

                                                                        

 

 

 

Finance and the Common Fund   

Our budget each year is tight but, through fund raising, we manage to stay in credit. St 

John's PCC is committed to ensuring we pay the Common Fund in full. We have received a 

couple of very generous bequests which it is hoped will be used to fund work in the church. 

Parish Giving Scheme 

Parishioners are encouraged to participate in this scheme.  

Organist 

St John's is fortunate to have the services of an organist who plays twice a month and 

selects the hymns.  Music is augmented by recorded music when the organist is not 

available. 

 

 

Coffee after the Service 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
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Community Outreach 

Traditionally all the Festival services are well attended, and the Crib service and Carols and 

Christingle attract young families. 

We have held a very successful Christmas Tree Festival for the past four years and usually 

offer some kind of fund-raising event during the summer. 

St John's participates in Christian Aid Week in conjunction with the Methodist Church and 

also the local Food Bank. 

   

    

Church Style 

Our services are mainly Eucharist based with an informal service at 10.30am on 2nd Sunday 

which is lay lead without the Eucharist.  This service is an ideal opportunity for us to 

encourage young families to join our Church community. 

The 8.00am Sunday service uses BCP and there is a Wednesday morning Eucharist.   

The PCC would welcome the opportunity to explore other forms of worship. 

We are developing a website and are building an active presence on social media. 

 

 

Website:  www.stjohnsivybridge.org                      Facebook.com/StJohnsChurchIvybridge 

Twitter.com/stjohnivybridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Carols and Christingle Christmas Tree Festival Concert 
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St Petroc's, Harford  

‘A welcoming, caring community, searching for truth together on our spiritual journey’ 

  

 

 

The Parish 

Harford is a hamlet and civil parish located 3 
miles north of Ivybridge, in Dartmoor National 
Park. It comprises 650 hectares of moorland and 
rough pasture, 400 hectares of inbye farmland 
and about 100 hectares of woodland. With a 
parish population of just 80 people, it is the 
smallest civil parish in the South Hams by number 

of people. The parish has 11 working hill farms, managed by 8 families, with a mixture of 
cattle and sheep. Other businesses include a Camping Barn and Lukesland Gardens, which 
open to the public in Spring and Autumn. There are also a number of holiday lets in Harford. 
There are several young families in the parish, middle-aged people involved in a variety of 
professions and quite a few retired and elderly parishioners. 

The community is close knit and gets together at various times during the year e.g. Hunt 
meets, Harvest Supper, Christmas and New Year parties.  Since there is no village hall 
these events take place in private homes or in the church.  Once the church has a toilet, for 
which funds have already been raised, it will be more suitable for community events. 

 

The Church Building and Churchyard 

The church, Grade 1 listed and built of local granite in the 15th-16th centuries, is the centre 
of the hamlet of Harford, on a lane to Cornwood, together with the old Victorian schoolhouse 
and a farm. Tree-lined and filled with wildflowers in the spring, the churchyard is still in use 
for burials.  There are community churchyard clear-ups at least twice a year. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Petroc's Church nestled amongst 
the trees 

St Petroc's from the south Saxon cross in the churchyard 
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The building is in good order.  Major repairs on the tower and roof were completed in 2016.  
Inside it was recently repainted by local volunteers and there are information boards about 
the church, the parish and Dartmoor.  In 2009 the east end of the south aisle was cleared of 
old pews and an open space created, which is used for concerts and parish events and 
coffee after Sunday services.  The church is kept open all day and is much visited by 
walkers and holiday makers who appreciate its peace and quiet. 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation and worship 

The friendly, happy and resourceful congregation, though small, is totally committed to 
maintaining the church and its regular Sunday services.  There is lay led Morning Prayer on 
the second Sunday of the month (Evensong in the summer at 6.30pm) and Eucharist on the 
other Sundays, including a BCP service on the third Sunday.  An ecumenical (Ivybridge 
Churches Together) Taize service takes place in Harford once a year.  St Petroc’s hosts the 
joint Christmas carol service with St John’s, when there is often standing room only. The 
congregation has always been very willing to support the other churches in the Mission 
Community. 

There are 15 people on the electoral roll and the usual attendance on Sundays is between 8 
and 15. St Petroc’s always manages to pay its Parish Share.   

In recent years, great progress has been made in involving the wider parish in various 
events at the church, including a monthly parish breakfast. Non-church-goers are on the 
flower and cleaning rotas and are part of fund-raising and maintenance working groups that 
support the PCC. 

                      

 

 

 

 

 
 

          Churchyard clear-up in progress   Repainting the church interior 

 

Harvest Festival Decorations             Hot breakfast on a cold winter morning 
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All Saints, Sparkwell and St Michael & All Angels, Cornwood 

 

 

 

We are two rural parishes with an overall population of about 2,500 comprising a wide social 

mix and with an average age around 44. 

We are 10 miles from Plymouth and 10 minutes from the A38. 

Each parish has a beautiful church and a loyal, hard-working and talented group of 

supporters. 

Monthly Services as listed on page 2  

The average attendance is 45 at Sparkwell and 39 at Cornwood.  Both congregations are 

comprised mainly of people older than 50.  Attendance at both churches is often much 

higher at festivals.   

Supporting Roles in Place 

Both parishes have two experienced Churchwardens, an organist, Music Director and cantor 

and a parish administrator at Sparkwell. In addition, there is a team of bell ringers at 

Cornwood. 

Both churches have experienced PCCs, Deanery synod reps, choirs, flower arrangers etc. 

Cornwood Church has limited space for providing hospitality, but the Special Events 

Committee has operated successfully for a number of years, putting on a wide variety of 

events to connect church and community, whilst raising substantial amounts of 

money. 

Village Communities 

 Both have active communities, supporting a wide range of village events. 

 Both have well used village halls - Sparkwell puts on a very popular pantomime each 

year. 

 Both have primary schools: Sparkwell has a Free School and a Montessori Nursery, 

and Cornwood has a Church of England school and a pre-school. 

 Sparkwell has a renowned gastro-pub in the Treby Arms 

 Cornwood has a shop, part-time Post Office and a Pub 

 

All Saints Church 
Sparkwell 

 

 

St Michael and All Angels 
Cornwood 
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The Parish of Sparkwell has evolved and developed a reputation for its open welcoming 

atmosphere, by community spirit, weddings, baptisms, Sunday Eucharist, Evensong and 

social gatherings, which have recently been greatly enhanced by the building and opening of 

our spiritually wonderful, oak and glass-built Rowe Hall, enabled by our benefactor the late 

Thomas Rowe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the hall was only completed in March 2017, we have held a variety of activities 

including lunches, breakfasts and cream teas. 

The intention is to have regular breakfasts and lunches throughout the year to which all 

members of the community are invited.  We also held a Christmas Tree Festival last year as 

part of our ongoing fundraising activities. 

The hall is also used by a variety of local organisations such as Pilates, art classes, cubs, 

scouts, Yoga and is actively expending on this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Rowe Hall 
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The Congregation 

There is a loyal and devoted Sparkwell congregation of approximately 45, from all walks of 

life, who love and support each other and cherish our beautiful church of All Saints.  We 

have a weekly communion service plus a monthly choral evensong.  We are continually 

reaching-out to the community wherever they may be, for new members and for those 

looking to regain their faith in what can be a difficult world.  We will not cease to maintain 

that search. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Choir, Organist/Musical Director and Cantor 

Both parishes share a wonderful organist, musical director and choir master in Mr Michael 

Hodge, who plays at most services and directs robed choirs at both churches.  Choir 

practices are eagerly attended, as they are as much of a social occasion as a choir practice.  

Mike and the choirs, particularly at Sparkwell, enthusiastically embrace music of all styles 

and traditions, the whole spectrum from plainsong to contemporary and folk.  The Sparkwell 

choir, especially enjoy the monthly full choral evensong service.  Michael is a wonderful 

singer who is also our cantor. The congregation love the music. 
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St Michael and All Angels Parish Church 

 

St Michael and All Angels 

Church dates from the thirteenth 

century and was extended in 

the 15th century.  It has lovely 

Victorian stain glass windows 

and a Jacobean pulpit. 

 

 

We have an active bell ringing team who ring for every 

service and a choir that sings on the third Sunday of every 

month and at all church festivals.  Our church is run by 

rotas which seem to work well.  Members of the 

congregation read the lessons and intercessions.  The 

average church attendance is 28 but can range from 16 to 

over 40 and we currently have a Eucharist service every 

Sunday. 

On Christmas Eve we have a Christingle service at 4.30pm 

and for many years it has had a large following.  We give out around 150 Christingles and 

the congregation numbers between 300 and 400 people.  Children from the village perform a 

nativity play within the service. 

Special Events Committee 

We have a very successful special events committee who raise approximately £12,000 a 

year on a variety of events such as a fun run and 10K run, a biannual Fair in the Square and 

flower festival and Friends of St Michael's 100 club. These events are how we make the 

presence of the Church visible in the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 10k Run 
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Cornwood C of E Primary School 

The village has a church school of around 80 children with which we maintain very close 

contact and are hoping to raise the religious ethos from 'good' to 'outstanding'. 

We have started an 'Open the Book' group and a churchwarden and both foundation 

governors sit on the ethos committee.  The children come to the church for all their special 

services and our priest takes collective worship at the school at least twice a term. 

We have an excellent Head of Teaching and Learning who is very keen for our priest to be 

fully committed to the school. 

 

 

 

In Conclusion 

We feel this vacancy provides a wonderful and exciting opportunity for the right candidate to 

build on existing strengths within the four parishes and also provides the opportunity and 

challenge to develop a united church family, working together to engage in Mission across 

the Mission Community. 

If God is calling you to lead us forward we will welcome the opportunity to meet you. 

 


