
THUNGURURU INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT PROJECT 
(FARMING GOD’S WAY) - MARCH 2019 

 

Current situation: 
Following two years of drought, Thungururu had good rainfall in March/April last year (2018) and the 
farmers using the principles of conservation agriculture had a good harvest, which the visitors from 
Devon saw in October.  However, the rainfall pattern has changed and very little rain was received in 
the October/November short rain season. This led to those farmers who are not practicing Farming 
God’s Way having almost no harvests at all.  This also negatively affected the project participants in 
terms of food security.  However, we are happy to report that the farmers who have progressed with 
Farming God’s Way were able to reap some harvests from their farms, enough to take them and their 
families to the next April/May rainy season.  We believe that this has been a lesson to those who are 
not practicing Farming God’s Way and that more and more farmers will join in.  
 

Progress towards the target: 
The project target is to train 200 farmers and 120 farmers are already under the training and follow-up 
programme - 6 groups with an average of 20 farmers each.  Owing to the drought, implementation of 
the activities they have been trained in is a bit slow, but we really pray that conditions will improve 
which will in turn improve the implementation rate for more positive results.  All these farmers have 
now been trained on how to mark contours for soil conservation in their farms. So far only 50 farmers 
have implemented this, but more and more farmers are continuing to show a very positive response to 
this activity.  It is hoped that, with continuous follow-up, more farmers will implement this important 
activity before the next rain season.   Two new groups of 10 farmers each are now undergoing the 
introduction to soil and water conservation and two further groups have been identified.   
 

Other activities: 
The field officer is busy training the community on the effects of climate change and offering technical 
solutions in respect of food security like beekeeping, planting of more trees, soil erosion control 
measures, water harvesting both for farming and for domestic use, general soil care including soil 
feeding using compostable organic matter and preparing different types of crop seeds for the next 
planting season.  With all this in place, it is believed that come the next planting season farmers will be 
better placed to overcome the threatening famine situation.  Saving for water tanks also continues. 
 

Introducing agro-forestry:   
4 groups of farmers with an average of 20 farmers each have been trained in seed harvesting and 
selection from different trees including fruit trees and how to plant the seeds in seed bags and later 
into the main field.  20 of the trained farmers have collected and cleaned different seed types and are 
preparing to sow them into the planting bags.  A big percentage of soil erosion will be checked when 
the trees grow, more food supplement will be available and diet improved through planting of fruit 
trees.  Also a big percentage of moisture in the soil will be retained after introducing tree cover, hence 
reduced water stress to food crops and improved micro climate. 

 

 
 
A farmer learns how to tend her tree nursery  Farmers busy mulching in readiness for the next 
       planting season 



 

 
 

Farmers in a training session 
 

 
 

Farmers continue to learn to mark and to dig water retention ditches 
 
Footnote: 
As you can see from this report, the Thungururu project has come a long way 
from the first fund-raising in Exeter Diocese at a time of severe drought and is 
now helping people grow food to feed their families while coping with the 
changing climate and erratic rainfall in a very dry area with no permanent 
rivers.  We would like to enable it to continue for another two years but more 
funding is urgently needed to continue to employ Julius Kimondo, the project 
officer, who is doing an excellent job.  Then the progress made can be 
embedded in the community in a way that will bring lasting change.   
 
If you or your church would like to be part of this contribution to development in our Companion 
Diocese of Thika, donations can be made to Exeter Diocesan Board of Finance (EDBF Ltd), clearly 
marked for Thika, Thungururu. 
 
 
For more information or to book a speaker please contact Jane Inwood, the Link secretary, on  
thika.link@exeter.anglican.org  
 
 
 
 
 


