Welcome to the run-up to
Christmas!
With the nights drawing in many schools are
getting started on their Christmas productions. Do
remember that RE should be taught as an
academic subject, so you don’t need to teach a
Christmas RE unit in every year group. Also, there
are many facets to the Christmas story, so don’t
get too stuck on Mary and a donkey, year on year!
You can find useful resources on the RE:Quest site
or check out the Understanding Christianity
materials if you have access (see below for details
about training).
Do try to mark Interfaith Week (10-18 November)
in some way; useful ideas here. You can access a
calendar of religious festivals here

Christingle
Christingle means 'Christ's Light’. The custom of giving
out lighted candles in these services began in
Germany in 1747, but it wasn't introduced
to England until 1968. Access ideas and resources
from the Childrens’ Society or RE:Quest

Ofsted and RE
NATRE has released a statement on the new OFSTED
framework. We welcome the fact that this new
framework emphasises the importance of a broad and
balanced curriculum which includes RE for all pupils in
all school types. NATRE has also produced a resource
on understanding the new framework (for NATRE
members only).

Diary dates and resources
Some important issues to take note of, with links to
resources:
• September 2020 sees 400th Anniversary of the
Mayflower sailing from Plymouth to America
• HMD January 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz
• In May 2019 Devon County Council adopted St
Boniface as the Patron Saint of Devon

November 2019
For RE support, please contact Ed Pawson at
efpawson@gmail.com or
ed.pawson@exeter.anglican.org
Church school contact: Tatiana Wilson at
tatiana.wilson@exeter.anglican.org

Learn Teach Lead RE (LTLRE)
http://ltlre.org/events

Hubs are free and open to all teachers of RE,
primary and secondary. Contact hub leaders for
details:
East Devon hub Woodbury Prim school 14 Nov
Exeter hub St Peter’s CofE School, Exeter 28 Nov
North Devon hub Boston Tea Party, Barnstaple
Plymouth hub Bickleigh Down School: 20 Nov
South Devon hub Wolborough Primary School
Torbay hub Warberry School, Torquay

Mid Devon hub Witheridge Primary
school (new hub): 7 Nov
New syllabus training day
Fri 6th Dec 2019 in Cullompton
Understanding Christianity training
Tues 3rd December 2019 in Exeter
Fri 31st January 2020 in Plymouth
Interfaith Week 2019 (10-17 Nov)

Holocaust Memorial Day 2020
Exeter events for schools: Mon 27th Jan 2020
(suitable for Y6+) More info See details on Page 3

Dying Matters is a day conference for Y9
upwards at Bideford College during Interfaith
Week 2019. Speakers from diverse faith and
belief perspectives. Thursday 14th Nov, FREE
To book contact

Email a believer
Email a believer is a great way to connect your
pupils to people of different faith and belief
traditions.

New RE Agreed Syllabus for
Devon, Torbay, Plymouth schools
You can access the new RE Syllabus for schools in
Devon, Torbay and Plymouth here
Devon and Torbay password: D&TLaunch2019!
Plymouth password: plylaunch2019!
These resources can also be found on the LTLRE
website
Training day on the new syllabus
Cullompton Community Centre, EX15 1JX
•
Fri 6th Dec 2019 Booking site
Additional teaching units
The syllabus comes with medium term planning.
Detailed SoW and lesson plans are available to buy.
Find out here.
Understanding Christianity training
The Christianity units in the new syllabus are taught
through the Understanding Christianity approach.
Training dates:
• Tues 3rd December 2019 in Exeter
• Fri 31st January 2020 in Plymouth
To find out more contact Ed Pawson

Farmington Scholarships
Applications for Farmington Scholarships are now
open. Scholarships available to teachers of religious
education and associated subjects in UK secondary,
primary, and special needs schools. They cover the cost
of tuition, essential local travel and, the salary of a
replacement teacher for up to 30 days.

Fisherman’s Tail
This touring company brings a show for the whole
(primary) school which explores the life and miracles of
Jesus from the Fishermen disciples' perspective. It’s a
high energy musical, with plenty of audience
interaction! Find out about their availability to visit
your school.

Global links for schools
Come to a meeting to find out more about global links
for schools 3-5pm on Wed 27th November at the Old
Deanery, Exeter.
Many schools are exploring how to develop better
global links with other schools or development
projects. The Diocese of Exeter has long-standing
companion links with the Thika Diocese in Kenya,
Cyprus and the Gulf and in Melanesia.
If you have a successful link in your school/locality I
would be very interested to know about what you are
doing.

Holocaust Memorial Day
HMD 2020: Stand Together. Holocaust Memorial
Day (HMD) 2020 marks 75 years since the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. There are a
number of different ways to get involved in this
landmark anniversary. Find out about the 75
Memorial Flames art project here.
There are some resources relating to local and
topical HMD issues here. This includes an article
about ‘Jews of the West Country’ which explains
how, early in WW2, North Devon became a
temporary haven for over 3,000 Jewish refugees
fleeing Nazi persecution.

Better Primary RE
Do you know any neighbouring schools who
need help with their RE? NATRE has devised a
new project to help schools that recognise the
need to improve their RE provision. The
invitation-only project will enable 1,000 primary
schools to offer ‘Better RE’, which means RE for
thinking, creativity, standards and challenge. If
you have any schools in your local area that
would benefit, please email

Strictly RE 2020
Join the throng of teachers of RE at NATRE’s
annual conference on Sat 25th Jan 2020: Strictly
RE. Book now for a bargain price. It’s even
cheaper if you are a NATRE member.

Faith and Belief School
Visitors directory
A directory is available to contact faith and belief
visitors who can come to your school to talk
about their beliefs and commitments. The list of
visitors can be accessed through the resources
page on the Learn, Teach, Lead RE (LTLRE)
website.

SIAMS Hubs for CofE schools
SIAMS hubs are free twilight sessions (4-6pm)
open to anyone involved in the SIAMS process:
SLT, teachers, governors, ethos teams etc. Plenty
of time for Q and A. Please book-in through Fran
Bradley. Spring 2020: spiritual development
24th Feb
25th Feb
26th Feb
3rd Mar

Plympton St Mary’s Infants, Plym
St Johns, Totnes
St Luke’s CofE School, Exeter
Ashleigh Primary School, Barnstaple

