
Christmas is for many of us a season where we come together with family and friends to celebrate the birth of 
Christ. It is o�en filled with joy and at �mes with sorrow when we remember those we are no longer with us to 

join us in this fes�ve season. 
Corrie ten Boom, known by many of us as the writer of ‘The Hiding Place’ said the following about Christmas: 

‘Who can add to Christmas? 
The perfect mo�ve is that God so loved the world. 

The perfect gi� is that He gave His only Son. 
The only requirement is to believe in Him. 

The reward of faith is that you shall have everlas�ng life.’ 

It is my prayer for you and for myself that we will remember her words this Christmas. 

This Christmas I am wai�ng with an�cipa�on, like Mary, on the birth of a new family member in the 
Kiyaga household. It will be a li�le while before I meet you again. Be assured of my prayers and please get in 

touch with my colleague Stephen Mitchell for any stewardship support. 

God bless, 

Brigit Kiyaga

Parish Giving Scheme 
The Parish Giving Scheme is an opportunity for your church to streamline 

your giving admin and increase regular dona�ons. Please go to 
www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk to find out more. 

214 2,692 211,739
Total number of 

churches registered 
in November 2019

Number of 
dona�ons received in 

November 2019

Money returned to 
parishes in 

November 2019

Mission Resources
Christmas newsle�er 2019

Please make sure you use the latest Gi� Form labelled ‘valid from April 2017’.



Mission Resources Support
The Mission Resources team has been working on a guide that 
helps parishes in se�ng up a stewardship campaign. This guide 
combines aspects of TRIO, Giving in Grace and other methods. It is 
designed to support parishes as they look to integrate good 
stewardship prac�ses in their communi�es. 
 
As a first step, the guide helps you explore your vision of your 
church and what you have communicated about stewardship so 
far. You then evaluate your present giving prac�ces and set your 
priori�es so you are ready to act. 

Please do get in touch if you would like us to lead you through the 
materials available. 



SAF story  
This sec�on of the newsle�er is a new regular feature!  We ask a 

member of the Stewardship  Advisory Forum to contribute a story 
of generosity that has shaped their Chris�an journey.  In this 

newsle�er Fay Wilson-Rudd shares with us. 

‘When Brigit asked me to write about something that had impacted on my 
faith and the part generous ac�ons can play in someone’s life I was 

immediately drawn to a most moving experience I had some years ago.

At the �me I was living in London and volunteered at a Night Shelter in 
Soho. One evening between Christmas and New Year a young man, who 

had run away from home, finished up seeking entrance to the Night 
Shelter. He was very, very cold and I discovered his shoes were frozen to 
his feet. A�er providing a hot drink and a light snack I knelt on a shabby 

carpet and gently bathed his shoes off and put on temporary dressings. In 
the dim light I was suddenly reminded of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. 
In that moment I felt I was being Christ to someone in need and they were 

willing and able to accept it. However, to help further I needed help.  
 

I was fortunate to have kind and caring friends who I could turn to at any 
�me of the day or night: I managed to beg socks and shoes from these 

friends to enable his feet to be covered so I could take him to hospital for 
treatment.  Knowing I had the support of friends was reassuring but what 
strengthened my faith the most was that a�er treatment the young man 
came back to say ‘thank you’. We were able to get him into a hostel and 

within days he had found a job and went on to make a good life for 
himself. The last I heard he was captaining a container ship between China 

and the UK!’

Fay Wilson-Rudd



Email Brigit Kiyaga 
(brigit.kiyaga@exeter.anglican.org) 

or Stephen Mitchell 
(stephen.mitchell@exeter.anglican.org) 
if you would like more informa�on on 

how we can support you in your parish. 

 
@StewardDevon 

Listed places of worship
The Listed Places of Worship Grant is a scheme whereby listed 
places of worship can reclaim the VAT charged on repair projects 
and altera�ons. It was due to come to an end in March 2020. 
However, the end date has been extended un�l the end of March 
2021. 

Legacies 
A gi� to the Church in your will can be a las�ng memorial and is a 
really amazing way for people to say thank you to a church. We 
encourage you to make a will so that you can make sure that your 
wishes are fulfilled. 
Watch this film: h�ps://vimeo.com/369591539/6884ec06d7 
to see how one church has been transformed by a legacy. If you 
want to know more about wills or legacies, go to 
www.churchlegacy.org.uk or contact the Mission Resources team.

Places s�ll available on CMD training 
day for clergy
 
How are cheerfulness and generosity connected? What is the 
rela�onship between joy and mercy? David Wells will provide 
entertaining and challenging input to help you explore these 
issues, but there will also be space for s�llness and silence. 
Come and join us for ‘Cheer Up and Tell Your Face – A Chris�an 
approach to generosity’ on Tuesday 21 January at the Old Deanery
For more details and to book see the CMD programme online.


