
TAW AND TORRIDGE ESTUARY CHURCHES

Parish Profile, Role Description and Person Specification

for the post of Incumbent

A new challenge in this beautiful part of North Devon

The three ecclesiastical parishes of Fremington, Instow and Westleigh came together in 
2010 to form a Mission Community, now called Taw and Torridge Estuary Churches. We are 
a United Benefice in the Exeter Diocese, formed of one large and two small village 
communities along the Taw and Torridge estuary, located between the towns of Barnstaple 
and Bideford.

Following early retirement due to ill-health, we are looking to appoint a new Incumbent. In 
the pages which follow we hope you will find all the information you need to determine 
whether this appointment is attractive to you, and whether God may be calling you to lead us 
forward in ministry and mission.
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ARCHDEACON’S FOREWORD

If you want to serve in congregations which have a good foundation, but great potential to grow and to 
develop further, then Fremington, Westleigh and Instow could be the place for you. Already the Gospel 
is being preached and shared in these parishes, but there is much more which could be developed. 

Fremington has a healthy number attending church on a Sunday, good lay leadership and support from
retired clergy. Westleigh and Instow are smaller congregations, serving smaller communities, one 
more rural, the other on the estuary, but both have faithful, committed laity who work hard for their 
churches. You would find strong support from the congregations and from colleagues – a stipendiary 
curate, a children and families worker, the churchwardens and volunteer administrators.

In August the House for Duty priest, who has served mainly in Westleigh and Instow, will move on and 
won’t be replaced. The three parishes will need to work much more closely together under a single 
incumbent. Working out the draft service pattern in this Profile is one of the first fruits of that.

The challenges in all three parishes are:

 to bring fresh energy and develop a renewed vision for how the congregations can share the 
Gospel with their communities – as Fremington put it: “we need help in bringing a more 
effective evangelistic challenge beyond the fringe”;

 to find ways of attracting more families and children, particularly in Fremington where there 
has been growth in this area, but so much more potential; and to further develop work in the 
schools in Fremington and Instow;

 to support the congregations in addressing the financial challenges they face in order not just 
to pay for Common Fund and the upkeep of their buildings , but also to unlock resources for 
mission;

 to help the three parishes work more closely together, whilst respecting their individual 
character and different styles of worship;

 to discern, encourage, train and resource more lay leaders in the churches.

Mission Communities are an essential and well-established strategy in the Diocese for mission, 
ministry and growth. This strategy has been reviewed and recalibrated around three priorities: 
Growing in Prayer, Making New Disciples, and Serving the People of Devon with Joy. Our Diocesan 
Strategy document ‘Our Vision and Strategy’ (March 2016) and our Key Aims for 2019-24 can be found
on the Diocesan website at https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy/ . You will need to
show commitment to this. As well as local support within the Mission Community, there are a number 
of Diocesan resources to draw on to help develop mission and ministry in the parishes and we hope 
the person appointed will make full use of them.

Please note, that the vicarage in Fremington is currently occupied by the curate, so the new Vicar will 
live in Instow. The Diocese has begun the process of applying for planning permission to develop the 
large vicarage garden in Fremington, including building a new vicarage. However the planning process 
is proving slow and the completion of this project may still be a couple of years away.
This is an exciting post and we pray for someone rooted in the evangelical tradition who can work 
collaboratively to build on what is already in place and lead the congregations with energy and vision 
into the future.

The Ven Dr Mark Butchers, Archdeacon of Barnstaple
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INTRODUCING OUR MISSION COMMUNITY

Our Mission Community was ‘celebrated’ in March 2010. We value the opportunity to work together, 
and we rejoice that all of our congregations are in good heart, each having reasons to give thanks to 
God.

The  parish  descriptions  that  follow  will  show  that  our  Mission  Community  embraces  three  very
different parishes, each with its own character. Fremington is a large and growing suburban village,
Instow an attractive residential village on the estuary, and Westleigh a small rural community.

OUR VISION

We aspire to be a Mission Community in which each of our churches is growing, believing that 
the Good News of Jesus Christ is for every person.

We want our churches to be at the heart of our communities; places where people can meet
with God, hear his Word, find a spiritual home, and discover that they belong in a loving and
compassionate Christian community.
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STRENGTHS AND CHALLENGES

We are a Mission Community of three very different churches each with its own strengths and 
challenges. We are gradually strengthening the working relationship and fellowship between our 
churches but recognise that there is further to go on this journey.

Fremington:

We are a welcoming and caring church with a varied Sunday ministry. Compared to a few years ago we
feel that we are also making real progress in reaching younger families and drawing them into the 
church.
We have a good committed core of members who work hard, as the information given will show. Alpha
and Christianity Explored courses have led a number of people to faith. 
We work to build and maintain relationships with the wider community, but we need help in bringing 
a more effective evangelistic challenge ‘beyond the fringe’. This need is underlined by the new housing 
developments in the parish.

Instow:

We appreciate our weekly services as we meet Sunday by Sunday.  The attendance and atmosphere at 
major festivals (including Remembrance Day) is encouraging, but it would be good to see more people 
joining us at other times throughout the year. Using All Saints Chapel during the winter months for our 
regular services provides another dimension to our diet of prayer and praise as well as saving on fuel 
costs. The ‘community centre’ within the chapel continues to thrive; providing a place for fellowship 
and friendship to flourish. We may be an ageing congregation but we are still able to maintain our 
beautiful buildings and churchyard as we continue the work of the gospel. The excellent ongoing 
relationship with the local school and wider community is to be celebrated.

Westleigh:

We are a welcoming and caring church. Sunday by Sunday we value the regular rhythmic nature of our 
collective prayer as we meet together. Major festivals are well attended. In particular the ‘Carols by 
Candlelight’ service attracts a very large congregation and has been described as ‘atmospheric’. Whilst 
we are few in number (and getting older, though young at heart) we are still able to look after our 
church buildings and the churchyard. The families that make up our church family are friendly and 
hospitable as can be experienced at the Harvest Supper. We would like to be a bigger church but 
sometimes ‘good things do come in small packages’.
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THE PERSON WE ARE LOOKING FOR

We are looking for a leader who will help us to turn our vision into action, who will

 provide ministerial leadership across the Mission Community, according to the distinctive 

opportunities and characteristics of each parish.

 help us to grow in our understanding of what it means to be a Mission Community, and to 

express that practically. He/she will help us to make the changes needed to grow worship and 

fellowship across the churches.

 lead us by example in Bible-based, Christ-centred preaching and teaching.

 encourage and equip lay people in a variety of ministries.

 Help us welcome newcomers, including the young and newly retired

 lead us in outreach to all parts of our varied communities, welcoming newcomers and reaching 

out to our schools and those with little or no current link to our churches

 take a visible and active part in the wider community.

THAT PERSON WILL BE

 A person of the Word and prayer.

 An evangelical, committed to and skilled in biblical preaching and teaching.

 A person with demonstrable leadership capability, committed to working collaboratively

 across all three parishes and who is confident to make decisions and accept responsibility 

 A pastoral and warm person, prepared to be active in the wider community as well as 

providing pastoral care within the church.

 A person committed to equipping and enabling all God’s people in their gifts and roles.

WHAT WE OFFER

 Prayerful and supportive congregations.

 Ministerial support from our curate, retired clergy and a paid children and families worker.

 Administrative support from the church office in Fremington.

 A recognition that you will bring distinctive gifts, and an opportunity to use them.

 An understanding of the workload of the Vicar. You will be supported in taking days off and 

holidays.

 A great natural environment here in North Devon.
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MEET THE PARISHES

Fremington

Fremington, Bickington and East Yelland

FREMINGTON is a large and growing suburban village in North Devon, three miles west of 
Barnstaple, about half a mile inland from the Taw and Torridge estuary. Fremington is separated from
Bickington and the Barnstaple conurbation by a green belt and still feels itself a village, though many 
perceive it as a suburb of Barnstaple. There is active village life with a thriving community group and 
many other social and recreational groups. The Tarka Trail, an excellent walking and cycling route, 
passes between the village and the estuary.

BICKINGTON,  a mile nearer to Barnstaple, has a more urban feel. It is part of the civil parish of
Fremington.

YELLAND is a continuation of the ribbon development between Fremington and Instow. East 
Yelland falls within Fremington parish, West Yelland within Instow.
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The surrounding ENVIRONMENT is very rich – this is, after all, a popular retirement and holiday 
area. Fremington Quay, no longer used for shipping, is a delightful spot on the Tarka Trail and the Taw 
Estuary, with cafeE  and a visitor’s centre. The whole area forms part of the world-class North Devon 
Biosphere Reserve. There is a Local Nature Reserve at Fremington, and between the Tarka Trail and 
the estuary are two other nature reserves: Home Farm Marsh managed by the Gaia Trust and Isley 
Marsh, an RSPB reserve. There are Sites of Special Scientific Interest covering the Taw-Torridge 
estuary and at Fremington Quay. There are also a number of County Wildlife Sites around Fremington.

The civil parish of Fremington is significantly larger, in both area and population, than the 
ecclesiastical parish. Generally available statistics relate to the civil parish. A good guide to the 
population of the ecclesiastical parish is the distribution of our church magazine Contact, delivered 
free of charge by church members to every household, a total of 2,800 copies. This suggests a 
population of approximately 6,000. There are 18 farms in the parish, yet only a few of the working 
population are involved with agriculture.

As in other parts of North Devon, further residential building in the parish on both ‘brown’ and ‘green’ 
sites has taken place, and more is expected. A development of about 277 homes has taken place on a 
former army camp site near the Church. 

In BICKINGTON development has taken place between the main road and the Taw estuary (about 70 
homes). On the southern edge of Bickington, playing fields and agricultural land are becoming an 
estate of some 350 new homes and a primary school. 

It was intended that ‘affordable’ housing would form 25% of all these developments.

FACILITIES: In the parish there are four Community Halls (St Peter’s Church Hall, Fremington 
Parish Hall, the Beechfield Centre in Fremington and Tomlin Hall Bickington), ), a popular Medical 
Centre in the centre of Fremington, a Pharmacy in the centre of Fremington, two Post Offices 
(combined with village stores) at Fremington and Bickington, four Public Houses (The Fox and The 
New Inn at Fremington and The Old Barn Inn and The Plough at Bickington),a fish and chip shop, 
restaurants and other businesses.

BARNSTAPLE is a growing market town, the administrative centre of North Devon. It has a good 
selection of shops and a historic Pannier Market, library, leisure centre, theatre, cinema and District 
Hospital. There is a major retail area at Roundswell and another at ‘Affinity Devon’ on the far side of 
Bideford. There are major supermarkets at Roundswell (Sainsburys), Barnstaple (Tesco, Asda and 
Lidl) and Bideford (Morrisons and Asda).

There are primary schools in Fremington and Instow. At secondary level our Parish is in the 
catchment area for Pilton Community College and Park School in Barnstaple. The secondary schools 
and Petroc, the North Devon college, are easily accessible by bus from Fremington.

TRANSPORT: Fremington, Bickington and Yelland are served by Stagecoach buses between 
Barnstaple and Bideford that operate frequent services during weekdays and Saturdays and half-
hourly services in the evenings and on Sundays. Buses passing through the parish also serve Westward
Ho!, Appledore, Ilfracombe, Torrington, Exeter and Plymouth. Trains to Exeter run roughly hourly 
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from Barnstaple Station, and all the buses from and to Fremington stop at the station. Rail access to the
rest of the national rail network is available at Exeter or Tiverton Parkway. Fremington and Bickington
both have National Express stops with services to Bristol, Heathrow, London and Birmingham. The 
National Cycle Route 27 (Devon Coast to Coast) starts at Ilfracombe and crosses Devon to Plymouth via
Barnstaple, Fremington and Bideford. The route past Fremington and Yelland coincides with the Tarka
Trail and South West Coast Path along the former railway between Barnstaple and Bideford.

         
ST PETER’S FREMINGTON is a fine 13th century building in good repair. It has a large and level 
entrance with car park, toilets and a very well-used church hall. The well-maintained churchyard has 
no capacity for new burials but is not closed.

The church has an established tradition of evangelical ministry. This is appreciated by a congregation 
who have a variety of backgrounds. Common Worship is used for our main services; BCP for several 
smaller services each month.  Church members take an active part in the services.  In addition to home 
groups, small groups meet for prayer in church twice a week, and there is a monthly evening Prayer 
Meeting.
The number currently on the electoral roll is 81. The PCC of twelve is very supportive.

 

MINISTRY TEAM: In addition to the Vicar we currently have a curate in his third year. This has for 
some years been a training parish and we would hope this will continue. There are also four retired 
clergy (though not all are able to take services). The ministry team meets monthly for planning and 
prayer. 
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THE VICARAGE: is well-located in Fremington, set back from the main road. It has four bedrooms, a
study, kitchen with separate utility room, a dining room and a living room with French windows 
looking out to the large garden. The Vicarage has large grounds and woodland. It is currently occupied 
by the curate and his family, whose contract runs until July 2021.The diocese has plans to reduce the 
grounds to a more manageable size, but this is unlikely to happen for some time. 

 There is also a good diocesan house at Instow, and this where the new incumbent will reside. The 
house is set at the end of a quiet road just outside the centre of Instow, close to the beach and the 
village amenities. It is a detached and spacious property, with a good-sized kitchen and a utility room, 
which has access to the garage. There are also two large reception rooms, a separate study, and a WC. 
Upstairs, there are four bedrooms (including 3 double rooms and one with an ensuite bathroom), and 
a family bathroom. Outside, there is parking for at least 3 cars, a small front garden, and a south-facing 
garden at the rear of the property. 

CHURCH OFFICE This was established some years ago in the former choir vestry at the back of the 
church. It is open two or three half-days each week, staffed by experienced volunteers who assist with 
administration.

OUR MINISTRIES AND MISSION

YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

  

The Church currently employs a Children and Families Worker for ten hours per week  We have a 
Family Service on the first Sunday of the month, a Sunday School in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays and led activities in church on the third Sunday. Numbers are beginning to grow. There are 
good links with the uniformed organisations and there are three well-attended parade services during 
the year – Harvest, Remembrance and Mothering Sunday. 

We have a faithful group of teenagers who meet fortnightly on a Sunday evening for fellowship, fun 
and Bible Study. On occasions we have a Youth Breakfast in the church hall before the Family Service.
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We have a thriving Toddler Group on Monday mornings led by the curate’s wife supported by the 
Children’s Worker, curate and a team of tea makers. Some of these families are beginning to come 
along to Family Services and other events.

We have a very well-attended Crib Service every Christmas Eve and have run a successful Light Party 
as a Halloween alternative for the last two years. We are looking to establish other family events 
throughout the year and had our first Pentecost Picnic and Family Service in 2019.

FREMINGTON COMMUNITY PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL: The church has a very 
positive relationship with Fremington School. The children’s worker currently leads whole-school 
assemblies every half term, and the Vicar once a term.. The church also hosts and runs a school 
Christmas carol service. Fremington and Instow schools attend an annual Easter Experience at 
St.Peter’s, and this year we will also host a Pentecost Experience.

CARE: The church has an active pastoral care team which, among other ministries, visits or leads 
services in four of the local residential homes (Fremington Manor, Fremington Lodge, Catherine’s 
Court and 99 Yelland Road).

DISCIPLESHIP: In addition to our teaching ministry in Church, four home groups meet regularly 
for Bible study, prayer, fellowship and discussion. We regularly hold Lent courses and other one-off 
courses. A monthly Wednesday afternoon fellowship hour is valued by a good number.

OUTREACH: Our children’s and youth work offers important contact with families.
A quarterly Men’s Breakfast, with a speaker, in the New Inn attracts about 30 men, several of whom 
are not churchgoers. Our bi-monthly magazine, Contact, is distributed free to every home. Some of our 
members liaise with the local community group to provide additional opportunities to build 
relationships.

CONNECTING WITH OTHERS

The other church in Fremington is Fremington Methodist Church. Relations are friendly but it is fair 
to say that joint activity has receded in recent years. They have a page and service details in our 
Contact magazine.

 In Bickington there is a small Bickington Christian Fellowship, started by former members of the 
United Reformed Church (now closed). As the population of Bickington grows significantly, mission in
the village is a challenge and an opportunity to be addressed.

A valued part of the parish is Little Bridge House, which was the first children’s hospice in the South-
West. Church members have been active in fund-raising and voluntary help in the hospice from the 
outset, and a former Vicar was chaplain for several years. 

We actively support the Barnstaple Foodbank. Church members raise funds for Tear Fund, the 
Children’s Society and Christian Aid. Through Crosslinks we are partnered with Alun and Debbie Burt 
in Cape Town, whom we support by prayer and giving.
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FINANCES:

A copy of our latest (2018) annual accounts is attached. Our congregation and the wider community 
have a good record of giving to support the fabric and ministry of the church here in Fremington. The 
accounts will show that we have faced a problem arising from the very large proportion of our income 
and expenditure required by the diocesan Common Fund. For some years we were sheltered from the 
impact of this by reserves, but we reached a point where a new approach was needed. In the summer 
of 2019 the PCC set up a Stewardship Committee to address this issue, and following an appeal to the 
congregation the amount was met in full, and there is an intention to pay in full in 2020 also.
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ATTENDANCES: SUNDAYS AND OTHER SERVICES

SERVICE ATTENDANCE AT ST PETER’S FREMINGTON 2018 2019
AVERAGE SERVICE ATTENDANCE 87 (includes 5 

children)
91 (includes 6 
children)

1ST SUNDAY 8AM COMMUNION (BCP) 6 6
1ST SUNDAY 10.30AM FAMILY SERVICE 80 (6 children) 93 (8 children)
1ST SUNDAY 10.30AM FAMILY SERVICE WITH 
BAPTISM

121 (13 children) 139 (18 children)

2ND SUNDAY 10.30AM COMMUNION (CW) 93 (5 children) 92 (6 children)
3RD SUNDAY 10.30AM MORNING WORSHIP (CW) 86 (5 children) 88 (4 children)
4TH SUNDAY 10.30AM COMMUNION (CW) 88 (4 children) 89 (4 children)
WEEKLY THURSDAY 10AM COMMUNION (BCP) 11 11

ATTENDANCE AT SPECIAL SERVICES 2018 2019
MOTHERING SUNDAY (PARADE) 146 (28 children) 118 (20 children)
PALM SUNDAY 99 (7 children) 106 (9 children)
EASTER DAY 141 (18 children) 155 (17 children)
HARVEST SERVICE (PARADE) 167 (43 children) 143 (27 children)
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (PARADE) 347 (82 children) 352 (79 children)
CHRISTINGLE 84 (20 children) 78 (23 children)
CAROL SERVICE 158 (8 children) 169 (12 children)
CRIB SERVICE 180 (63 children) 205 (45 children)
MIDNIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 106 80 (1 child)
CHRISTMAS DAY 62 (8 children) 92 (13 children)
WEDDINGS 71 (7 children) 83 (8 children)
FUNERALS IN CHURCH 77 (2 children) 111 (1 child)

NOTE: in each case, when there have been children present, they are included in the total attendance.

OCCASIONAL OFFICES 2018 2019
BAPTISMS 6 3
WEDDINGS 4 2
FUNERALS (IN CHURCH) 10 8
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Instow

Instow and West Yelland

INSTOW commands panoramic views of the Taw and Torridge estuary, the sea and the surrounding 
countryside. The Ecclesiastical Parish has an estimated population of 1350 (700 households)  of whom
800 live within the village, and outlying farms and cottages. Developed in the early nineteenth century,
much of Instow has retained its character due to the enlightened policy of the Christie family who own 
Tapeley Park and a large part of the village. A major part of it is in a conservation area. Development of
small groups of more modern housing has occurred in the last fifty years allowing a greater diversity 
of residents. Many properties are second homes.

The village has a very well-stocked village delicatessen, cafe and Post Office, and garage repair centre. 
There are four pubs/restaurants (The Boathouse, The Instow Arms, The Wayfarers and the Quay Inn)
and the three-star Commodore Hotel.

Situated between Barnstaple and Bideford, Instow has all the advantages of village life but with 
excellent bus transport giving access to the facilities of large towns. A small passenger ferry service  
run by volunteers, operates between Instow and Appledore on the opposite shore, from April to 
October. Last year it carried 26,000 passengers, plus bicycles and dogs. 
The village has an active social life with regular activities including Short Mat Bowls, Table Tennis, 
Pilates, Hand Bell Ringing, Keep Fit, Dog Training, Writing Group, Singing and a Walk and Talk Group. 
There is a very active WI, a Drama Group and a long established Twinning with Arromanches. Good 
communication and outreach are achieved though a free monthly Parish Magazine which goes to 
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1050 households and outlets, including also Westleigh. All organisations are encouraged to contribute
articles. 

Instow has an active sporting life. The beach and estuary attract many holiday makers, local families, 
swimmers and walkers. The long distance South West Coastal path runs through the village and the 
Tarka Trail with its excellent tarmac surface is a180 mile long route forming part of National Cycle 
Network route number 27. The North Devon Yacht Club has had its home in Instow since 1905 and as 
well as a large adult membership it has a flourishing Cadet section. The North Devon Cricket Club, 
which was established in 1823 has an excellent ground with outstanding views, a unique pavilion and 
has long been a favourite of touring teams. The 11(ATT) Squadron Royal Marines based in the village is
a significant user of the sea and shore.

WEST YELLAND, which forms part of the ecclesiastical parish, lies to east on the Barnstaple Road 
and has an estimated population of 600. The Estuary Business Park is a base for small multiple 
businesses. The Tarka trail runs along its edge and part of the RSPB Isley Marsh Reserve, a SSSI site, 
lies within the area. A large development is being debated at the present time on the site of West 
Yelland Quay. There is also new housing alongside the B3223.

The Grade1 listed Church of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, situated on a hill above the village, dates 
back to the twelfth century with extensive restoration in the Victorian period including a vestry and 
organ. There are pillars from 1567, a wagon roof and monuments to John Downe (1640) and 
Humphrey Sibthorpe (1797). In the past five years conservation work has included re-pointing of the
tower, restoration of the west window , work inside the tower chambers, re-wiring of the church and
reordering of the south transept. Paths to the church and churchyard have been re-surfaced to give 
improved access. A Church Room, situated opposite the church, with kitchenette and WC enables the 
congregation to meet after services. The undercroft is a village store room.
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ALL SAINTS CHAPEL situated in the centre of the village was designed and given by Napier 
Orphoot in 1936 in memory of his wife as a ‘Chapel of Ease’ to give parishioners easier access to 
services. This small delightful building with Art Deco and Byzantine features has a garden with small 
play equipment for young children and a car park. It is used for morning services in the winter when 
St. John’s is not used and evening Communion on certain Sundays. In 2011 an extension was opened 
providing a vestry, kitchenette and toilet, which greatly enhanced its use. As a ‘Drop-In Centre’ it aims 
to relieve social isolation, providing refreshments, light lunches and company. The All Saints Chapel 
Community Centre has established itself as an excellent venue for the community to meet informally, 
for regular adult activities or for committee meetings, parties or church events.

SERVICES

St John the Baptist

11am 1st Sun Holy Communion  Common Worship
11 am 2nd Sun Holy Communion Common Worship

11am 3rd Sun Holy Communion  Common Worship
11am 4th Sun Holy Communion Common Worship
10.30 
am 5th Sun Shared Benefice (rotates) Holy Communion  Common Worship

All Saints Chapel
1st or 5th Sunday    6p.m (BST)  4 p.m. (Winter)  Holy Communion (BCP)

TEXTS USED ARE: Common Worship; BCP; Mission Praise Hymn Book and Junior Praise.
On the 1st Sunday at 3.15 pm a Causeway Service is held in the Parish Hall for people with disabilities,
their families and carers. Throughout the church year special services are well attended including a 
beach service held on Regatta Day and an outdoor Community Carol service in December with mulled
wine and mince pies.

THE ELECTORAL ROLL numbers 32 with a PCC membership of seven. The PCC has met regularly
and discharges its responsibilities with due diligence and consideration. The diocesan Common Fund 
contribution has been paid in full. Policies have been reviewed and updated. A communication and 
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marketing exercise through the Parish News has reaped rewards, financial and otherwise. The annual 
programme of social and fundraising activities has also been successful. 

In the last two years services at St John the Baptist have had an average attendance of sixteen with 
around seven people attending the services at All Saints. Numbers are greater at the major festivals: 
around 70 on Easter Day, 60 on Christmas Day, 30 – 35 at the ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’ service and 30
– 40 at the midnight service on Christmas Eve.

 Members of the congregation take an active part in the services. They are also very supportive in 
roles such as flower arranging, cleaning, making coffee after the service, and fundraising.

 In 2018 three baptisms, two marriages and three funerals were held in the church and two at the 
North Devon Crematorium.

EDUCATION has been provided in the village from as early as 1772 and today Instow has a 
thriving primary school, with approximtely130 pupils coming from the village and surrounding 
areas. OFSTED described Instow as a good school and noted the strong support from parents and 
the community. The school has strong links with the Church and is keen to use it to foster a 
knowledge of their heritage and local history in line with the National Curriculum. Ministers and the 
childrens and families worker enjoy taking assemblies at the school and having the opportunity to 
talk to pupils and staff.  The village Parish Hall hosts a Pre-School each morning. School services at 
Easter, Harvest and Christmas have an average of 130 children plus their parents.

The Revd. Keith Brimacombe is a part-time stipendiary assistant curate with pastoral responsibility 
for the parishes of Instow and Westleigh. His licence comes to an end on the 2nd August 2020 and he 
will not be replaced.
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Westleigh

PARISH OF ST. PETER’S

Westleigh comprises the quaint and tiny village of Westleigh itself and a large rural area with a good 
number of farms. The rural community is very supportive of the church. The population is small - 
around 320 people. Some of the cottages in and around the village are owned by the Christie Estate, 
with the large Tapeley Park (which is open to the public) located just outside the village. The Westleigh
Inn is a popular place for a bar-meal, and being near the church is happy to allow use of its car park for 
occasional larger services. Adjacent to the church, the cricket club is active and the village hall well 
supported. There is no shop or post office. The parish also includes the outlying hamlets of Eastleigh, 
Ashridge, Southcott and Mount Pleasant.

THE ‘PARISH CHURCH’ is dedicated to St Peter, although early documents refer to the church of 
St Medom, whose origins and history are unknown. The church dates back to around 1300 and has a 
fifteenth century tower which houses a good peal of six bells. The organ is well maintained, and with 
its excellent acoustics the church provides an excellent aural environment. 

With an electoral roll of 23, the average congregation is around nine people, but increases for the 
major festivals: 30 – 40 on Easter Day, up to 100 at the Nine Lessons and Carols Service and up to 50 
on Christmas Day. The preferred style of worship has a ‘traditional’ but very welcoming feel and is 
really ‘middle-of-the road’ rural Anglican. Hymn books are Ancient and Modern and Junior Praise. 
Over the last decade there have been on average one marriage, one baptism and two funerals per 
year.
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Regular Monthly Services

First Sunday 9.30 a.m. Prayers in the Parish

Second Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

Third Sunday 9:30 a.m. Prayers in the Parish

Fourth Sunday 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion

(Fifth Sunday 10:30 a.m. Benefice Celebration

WESTLEIGH’S PCC numbers 7and works well together to maintain the mission and maintenance 
of the church buildings. It meets four times in the year. The church has been well maintained and the 
diocesan Common Fund contribution has been paid in full.

Ministry across the Mission Community

Safeguarding

The Fremington Church Safeguarding officer also arranges the necessary training and registration for 
Instow and  Westleigh.

Schools

The Fremington Children and Families Worker (an experienced teacher) takes assemblies regularly at 
Instow school, complementing the ministry of the Instow school services at St. John’s.

Sunday Worship

While Instow and Westleigh have had their own stipendiary minister, only occasional help from 
Fremington has been needed. We recognise that the situation will change when Keith Brimacombe 
moves on in August 2020.

The situation will be made easier, once a new Vicar is in post, by the availability also of Fremington’s 
Curate and Retired Clergy. But this should not be seen as a long-term solution.

Accordingly, the three PCCs have agreed a pattern of services that would be possible for one ordained 
minister with lay help. We realise that the new Incumbent may wish to make further changes in the 
light of experience.
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Present pattern

     Week   Fremington              Instow         Westleigh

   First Sunday 8 am BCP Communion 
Service
10.30 am Family Service

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion

 9.30 am Prayers in the 
Parish

  Second Sunday  10.30 am Holy 
Communion

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion

 9.30 am Holy 
Communion

   Third Sunday  10.30 am Morning 
Worship

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion
4 pm or 6 pm
All Saints Chapel
BCP Communion service 

 9.30 am Prayers in the 
Parish

   Fourth Sunday  10.30 am Holy 
Communion

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion

 9.30 am Holy 
Communion

    Fifth Sunday Group Service (rotates)  Group Service   Group Service

Proposed pattern

    Week  Fremington         Instow       Westleigh

    Midweek       Thursday 10 am 
BCP Holy Communion (as
at present)

Midweek service at All 
Saints Chapel; time and 
day to be agreed but 
taking place every week.

  First Sunday 8.00 am BCP Service 
11.00 am Family Service

9.30 am Holy 
Communion (St John’s)

9.30 am Prayers in the 
Parish (lay led)

  Second Sunday 11.00 am Holy 
Communion

Lay-led service 9.30 Holy Communion

  Third Sunday 11.00 am Morning 
Worship

9.30 am Holy 
Communion (St, John’s)

9.30 am Prayers in the 
Parish (lay led)

  Fourth Sunday 11.00  Holy Communion Lay-led service 9.30 Holy Communion

Further discussion will take place about arrangements for fifth Sundays, the Festivals, Harvest and 
Remembrance Sunday.
In producing these proposals, we have had three aims. First,  to provide a scheme that can be 
implemented, if necessary, by one ordained minister with lay help. Second, to provide a settled and 
regular pattern of worship in each of the three parishes. Third, to provide the new minister with time 
after the morning service with the largest congregation.
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FIND OUT MORE

For more details please see our websites:

http://www.fremingtonstpeters.org.uk/

.www.instowstjohn.org.uk

www.westleighstpeter.org.uk

You may also find these links helpful:

Fremington Parish Council - http://www.fremingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/

Instow Parish Council – http://www.instowparish.com
Westleigh Parish Council - http://www.westleigh-devon.gov.uk/

Fremington School - http://www.fremington-primary.devon.sch.uk/

Instow School - http://instow-cps.devon.sch.uk/

Fremington Medical Centre - http://www.fremington.org/

Instow Village - http://www.instowdevon.net/

Fremington Community Group - http://www.fremingtoncommunity.com/

The Venerable Dr Mark Butchers 

Stage Cross,

Sanders Lane,

Bishops Tawton,

Barnstaple,

EX32 0BE

01271 375475

21


