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The Benefice of Chudleigh, Chudleigh Knighton & Trusham 

 

Archdeacon’s  Foreword 
 

The parishes of Chudleigh and Chudleigh Knighton are a few minutes outside the cathedral city 

of Exeter, on the way to Dartmoor and the South Devon coast; Trusham is adjacent in a beautiful 

rural corner of the Teign Valley.  The current vacancy at Chudleigh is only the second in fifty 

years, which is a tribute not only to its warmth and friendliness as a place to live, but also to the 

positive atmosphere and energy of church life there.  The potential for mission in the benefice 

with its growing population is considerable, and the next incumbent will be able to build on 

strong foundations laid by his or her predecessors. 

 

Chudleigh church is broadly open evangelical in its tradition, very much the parish church of a 

historic small market town with increasing areas of new housing and a relatively wide age range 

among the population.  The smaller churches of Trusham and Chudleigh Knighton have an 

important place at the heart of their respective parishes. 

 

The two flourishing Church of England primary schools at Chudleigh and Chudleigh Knighton 

were rated as Outstanding church schools at their latest SIAMS inspections, thanks in part to the 

commitment of local ordained and lay ministry teams to their Christian worship and ethos.  

Maintaining and developing this fruitful relationship with the two schools, in the context of the 

Church of England’s ‘Growing Faith’ initiative with its emphasis on partnership between local 

churches, schools and households, will be a priority for the new incumbent. 

 

As the Chudleigh Mission Community, the three churches have a 

strong commitment to intentional planning for mission in their 

local communities and are growing closer together in doing so.  

They look forward to receiving their new Vicar’s teaching and 

preaching ministry and to giving their warm, capable support to 

his or her leadership in mission and pastoral care in the 

parishes, as along with the rest of the diocese they seek to grow 

in faith, make new disciples, and serve the people of their 

communities with joy. 

 

Douglas Dettmer 

Archdeacon of Totnes 
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Our Churches 
St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 

St Paul’s, Chudleigh Knighton 

St Michael the Archangel, Trusham  

 

Deanery  
Newton Abbot  

 

Patrons 

CPAS (Chudleigh) 

Diocesan Board of Patronage (Chudleigh Knighton) 

The Bishop of Exeter (Trusham) 

 

Our People 
Priest with PtO 

Four Readers (one with Bishop’s Licence and three with PtO) 

One Reader in training 

One church member on a Ministry Foundation Course 

A Schools’ Worker who also liaises with Chudleigh Town Youth 
Centre 
 

 

Our Regular Sunday Services (in 2019) 
Many other services take place in all our parishes during the year 

 

Chudleigh 

 

Chudleigh Knighton 

 

Trusham 

8.00am  BCP Holy Communion (all year) 9.15am Holy Communion      

or Family service 

10.00am Holy Communion   or 

All-age Worship on 

three Sundays 

9.30am  Wake up to Worship!                 

Informal service 

 Monthly afternoon or evening 

service (Taizé, Iona, walks etc), 

times differ 

11.00am Traditional Morning Prayer                       

or Parish Communion 

  

Over Christmas, Easter and the Summer, 

one mid-morning service at 10.30am 

  

The Benefice of Chudleigh, Chudleigh Knighton & Trusham 
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Chudleigh  

Chudleigh 
Knighton 

Trusham  

Electoral Roll 92 21 16 

    

Average attendance    

age 0-10 3 
1 

1 

age 11-17 2 0 

age 18-69 40 
16 

4 

Age 70+ 55 3 

    

Baptisms 12 2 0 

Weddings 1 1 0 

Funerals 13 1 2 

See Appendix 2 (Page 20) for further information  

Attendance etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

The safeguarding policy in all our churches is up-to-date and 
regularly reviewed. We have Safeguarding Officers and PCC 
liaison members. 
  

Domestic Abuse is now covered as a specific topic within the 
whole of Safeguarding, increasing the scope of the work. 
  

The Benefice Safeguarding representatives have been meeting 
together, with the Vicar, for over two years. This has helped us to 
share insights and encourage each other to keep on top of the 
considerable work involved. Trusham and Chudleigh churches 
have also taken part in the trial of the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Parish Dashboard Scheme which has proved very helpful.   

 

Benefice Vision Statement 

Our aim is to ‘pray and worship, grow and serve’ together as a Benefice.  
 

Diocesan Statement 

 Growing in prayer  

 Making new disciples  

 Serving the people of Devon with joy  

The Benefice of Chudleigh, Chudleigh Knighton & Trusham 
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We would like our new Incumbent to be: 
• Prayerful, Spirit-led and Bible-based  

• An inspiring and sensitive leader who will enable an every-
member ministry; a visionary, and an able, imaginative and 
stimulating preacher  

• Comfortable with, and supportive of, differing styles of 
worship, spirituality and prayer; developing teaching/learning 
opportunities 

• Open to engaging with the wider church, as well as wanting to 
continue with and build on existing local ecumenical 
relationships; with a heart for outreach and mission 

• Able to reach out to people of all ages and from all walks of 
life, including our schools; with good inter-personal skills; and 
with a sense of humour 

• A person who will identify individuals’ potential, and their 
spiritual gifts, and facilitate their use in God’s service 

• Committed to creating a welcoming, inclusive and diverse 
congregation  

• A known, trusted and approachable figure within the wider 

community of the Benefice for moral, spiritual and pastoral 

issues, building and deepening relationships inside and outside 

the church 

• Someone who is competent in IT skills 

  

The challenges as we see them: 
• Assessing the Benefice’s strengths and weaknesses, 

encouraging each parish’s unique attributes; working towards 
an effective Benefice Mission Action Plan 

• Our increasingly secular society and its impact on the church  

• Developing work with children, young people and families, 
while engaging with all age groups, making church relevant  

• Communicating our faith and encouraging others to believe 
and take steps of faith, initiating opportunities for evangelism 
alongside other Christian groups  

• Awareness of the communities’ needs and how we can serve 
them 

• Re-energising the church post-COVID 

  

We think it is important that our new Incumbent: 
• Takes regular days off, and holidays, and is happy to seek help 

and support where needed  

• Participates in continuing ministerial development  

The Benefice of Chudleigh, Chudleigh Knighton & Trusham 



6 

 

Our Community 

Chudleigh is a small country town situated 11 miles south-west of 

Exeter, with the market town of Newton Abbot eight miles further 

south-west. The town lies on the A38, which is the main route from 

Exeter to Plymouth, and which also enables easy travel to the 

north, since it continues as the M5 north from Exeter. There are 

bus services into Exeter and Newton Abbot, and the main railway 

line runs along the coast around eight miles away. The main 

railway stations are in Newton Abbot and Exeter. Dartmoor 

National Park is approximately eight miles away. Chudleigh 

Knighton and Trusham, the other two communities in the Benefice, 

are two and three miles away respectively. 

 

The Vicarage is a four-bedroomed, stone-built, detached Victorian 

house, with a large garden and views over Dartmoor. It has central 

heating, double-glazing, and the kitchen was modernised for the 

last Incumbent. It is on the edge of the central part of town, about 

five minutes’ walk from the church. Improvements to the ground-

floor layout and study are anticipated. 

 

Chudleigh’s population is made up of families of all ages, single and 

retired people, and many of the inhabitants commute to work 

every day. It is a growing and very supportive, friendly community, 

with two new estates in the process of being built, which will add 

225 and 65 houses respectively. The population was 4011 as 

recorded in the 2011 census, and is estimated to be 4733 now.  

 

There is a good selection of shops in the town, and two Doctors’ 

practices and a Dentist, as well as several pubs and restaurants and 

a number of other businesses. Chudleigh is a Fairtrade town: a very 

active community, with over 70 sports, cultural and other 

organisations and clubs in the town, all well-supported, from 

football and pétanque to drama, music and crafts; from pre-

schools and toddler groups to a particularly thriving U3A and 

Pensioners’ Club. There has been a community Carnival in 

Chudleigh for decades, re-starting when the A38 by-pass was built 

in 1973. Ten years ago, a Summer Festival, Chudfest, began and, 

along with Carnival, this provides over two weeks of very varied 

events in July each year, again well-supported by the community.  

 

Chudleigh Church of England Voluntary Controlled Community 

Primary School has approximately 420 pupils. The school’s 

St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 
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partnership with the churches within the local community is very 

important – not only does it provide a means of developing lasting 

relationships, but it presents an opportunity for everyone to 

develop a growing love of God and to become involved in sharing 

the Gospel. Children come to the church building not only for 

worship, but also to enhance their learning across the curriculum. 

Please see Appendix 3 (Page 21) for more information and detail 

about the School, its ethos, and its relationship with the church. 
 

Chudleigh School is a feeder for Teign School, a comprehensive 

academy secondary school in Kingsteignton, six miles away. 

 

There are two pre-school groups in the town: Chudleigh Pre-School, 

taking children from two to school age, with two sites – at the 

Town Hall and in the Primary School; and Daisy Chain Child Care, a 

Preschool and a breakfast, after-school and holiday club. 

 

The Incumbent leads prayers before the monthly meetings of the 

Town Council, and the annual Civic Service is held in Chudleigh 

Parish Church, when dignitaries from local District, Town and Parish 

Councils are invited. He or she is an ex-officio member of three 

charity committees in Chudleigh, involving short, infrequent 

Committee meetings – The Pynsent Fund (giving modest grants to 

Chudleigh young people in further education); Chudleigh United 

Charities (making charitable grants to individuals and organisations 

in Chudleigh) and Chudleigh Children, Home or Away (supporting 

seriously-ill children from Chudleigh and their families).  

 

There is a Baptist congregation in Chudleigh – members meet in the 

Community Hall at the Primary School, and we share a lot of 

activities and services with them (eg Weekly time of prayer, Palm 

Sunday worship, Holy Week meditations, Advent Sunday service, 

Community Service during Chudfest). There is a Roman Catholic 

chapel, St Cyprian’s, at Ugbrooke House (a stately home 2½ miles 

from the town centre, home of the Clifford family), and there is also 

contact with the Catholic congregation from Chudleigh who 

worship there. 

 

Every two years since 2009, we have enjoyed Benefice Weekends 

Away, staying at a local Christian hotel. In 2019, when we went to 

Lee Abbey in North Devon instead, the weekend was ecumenical, 

with members of Chudleigh Baptist Church. Another such weekend 

St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 
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was planned for 2021, but this has now been postponed until April 

2022 due to the pandemic. 

 

Our Church 

We see ourselves as a community of Christians, in fellowship with 

God and with each other, within the local, national and worldwide 

communities. Our worshipping tradition is mainly open evangelical, 

with a weekly service of BCP Holy Communion.  
 

During lockdown, a weekly service was broadcast online and, as 

soon as we were able, the church was re-opened for private prayer 

and then for a weekly service for the Benefice. The broadcast of the 

service taking place in church has continued for those who do not 

attend in person. 
 

Apart from our regular services (as listed in the grid on page 1) and 

the weekly prayer time mentioned above, we normally hold a 

monthly Prayer Breakfast and Hour of Prayer and Meditation. 

There are two housegroups at present, meeting each week in 

individual homes until lockdown. These groups have continued to 

meet virtually during the pandemic. 

Church members are part of a confidential prayer chain using a 

combination of telephone and e-mail communications. The church 

website address is: www.chudleighparishchurch.org.uk. 

 

In Chudleigh we have a choir led by our organist (they lead music at 

our traditional 11.00am services) and an instrumental music group 

led by our worship band leader (they lead music at our informal 

9.30am services). Both groups join together enthusiastically for 

some festival services. Our organist plays at Chudleigh Knighton 

church as well, and at Trusham when required. 

 

There is a very popular toddler group in Chudleigh, MiniOnes, run by 

the Parish church and the Baptist church, as well as a thriving Messy 

Church congregation which has met on a Saturday afternoon eight 

times a year for the last eight years. Both these groups meet in the 

church building. We have a Mothers’ Union Branch that meets twice 

monthly for a Knit and Natter session and holds services in church once 

or twice a year. 

 

A Schools’ Worker is employed. She came to us as a SWYM (South-

West Youth Ministries) trainee and, now qualified, is a member of 

the church team. She works in the primary schools in Chudleigh 

St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 
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and Chudleigh Knighton, and in Teign School, and liaises with the 

Town Youth Centre. 

Children from Chudleigh Primary School come into Church for 

school services each term, marking such occasions as Ash 

Wednesday, Easter, Harvest, St Martin’s Day and Christmas. 

Chudleigh Parish Church, Trusham Church and Chudleigh Baptist 

Church provide Bibles and New Testaments which are given to 

those starting and leaving Chudleigh School. See also the 

information in Appendix 3 (page 21 onwards). 

 

Chudleigh Church was dedicated to St Martin and St Mary on 6th 

November 1259, but there has been a place of Christian worship 

here since the Norman conquest. The tower is thought to date 

from the early 14th century, and the south aisle and arcade from 

the mid-16th century. The interior was completely rebuilt in the mid

-19th century to reflect ecclesiastical changes, when mediaeval 

floors, fixtures and fittings and Georgian box pews were stripped 

out. External buttresses were added 25 years later to help support 

the timber roof which still survives today. There were major 

changes in 20th century too: in the 1970s, the Fellowship Room was 

created at the west end of the building, with a folding glass 

partition to separate it from the rest of the church when required. 

A new south entrance was created, and toilets and a kitchen were 

installed – once a Consistory Court case had been won. Reordering 

has continued into the 21st century: in 2005 the kitchen and toilets 

were upgraded and disabled access through the west entrance was 

improved, and in 2015 the front two rows of pews were removed, 

the worship platform extended, and the kitchen service area 

improved.  
 

Our last quinquennial inspection was in 2016. All the essential and 

urgent work has been carried out. 

The churchyard is closed for burials, but there is a town cemetery 

close by. Ashes can be interred in the churchyard.  

Our grade 1 listed church may be an ancient building, but it stands 

ready to respond to the changing culture and needs of the local 

population. So, as the town looks forward to the future and 

prepares for the predicted significant increase in the population, 

our church with its 800+ years of history must be ready to meet the 

needs of the parish in the 21st century – to the glory of God. 

Following a generous legacy, draft plans for the future, including 

the possibility of more reordering, await the arrival of a new 

Incumbent for their input and ideas. 

 

St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 
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The congregation has been consulted a number of times over 

recent years about what they think priorities should be in the 

future, with encouraging responses. People are willing to engage 

and get involved in answering questions and giving their views.  

The church is viewed by many, including people who do not 

attend, as a central part of the community, and we are wanting to 

increase community use of the building. The building is used for 

concerts and opera performances, drama rehearsals and 

exhibitions, including one annually in the summer which is part of 

the Chudfest festival. In addition, fundraising Coffee Mornings 

take place in the church several times a year for causes such as 

Macmillan Cancer Support and Rowcroft Hospice (our local 

Hospice in Torquay). We are also a Fairtrade Church. 

 

Finances 

Chudleigh Church is a registered charity, no 1128947. Each 

summer, for well over 30 years, we have had a “Summer Project” 

raising funds for various different causes. This, as well as other 

special collections and fundraising events, is always very well 

supported – for example, £8,718 was raised in this way during 

2019.  

Each year our giving is tithed, and is given for missionary work at 

home and abroad. 

The church’s finances are currently in a healthy position due to a 

recent legacy of just over £600,000. The normal unrestricted 

annual income is in the region of £90,000 with expenditure in the 

region of £85,000. At the year end of 2019 the balance of 

unrestricted reserves was £667,000. The Common Fund is paid in 

full each year. A copy of the accounts can be found on the Charity 

Commission website. 

Over the years, we have also supported specific mission work at 

home and overseas. We have a CMS link mission partner – our 

long-term contact recently retired from work in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, and we now support a CMS church worker in 

Plymouth. 

We have offered support to other churches in the diocese, when 

our Church Treasurer has visited to help with setting up 

accounting procedures etc. 

 

 

 

St Martin & St Mary, Chudleigh 
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Our Community 
Chudleigh Knighton is a small rural village on the B3344. It was 
originally a clay mining village with many of the residents working 
in the open-cast clay pits or the local brick working industry. The 
village has expanded over recent years providing housing for 
commuters to Newton Abbot, Torbay, Exeter and beyond. Now 
numbering about 1,300 residents, our community is small enough 
for people to know a number of their other villagers fairly well 
and people do seem to get on and work well together.  

Chudleigh Knighton is part of the civil parish of Hennock, which 
has an active and well-respected Parish Council.  

The Village Hall was originally a working men’s club and the 
Village Hall Committee has worked hard to update its facilities 
and provide a centre for village activities. There is a small library 
of books and jigsaws which is opened daily. The Post Office is also 
situated in the Village Hall, opening twice a week for two hours at 
a time. The PCC publishes a monthly magazine Knighton News, 
which is distributed to every house in the village and to other 
readers by email. It provides what’s on information for the village, 
includes a report from Hennock Parish Council and has other 
items of local interest. The village shop was reopened in 
December 2019 and has provided a valuable service during the 
current Covid crisis. The village pub is even more recently under 
new management and is working to re-establish its business. St 
Paul’s is the only place of worship in Chudleigh Knighton.  

 

The Area 
Chudleigh Knighton Heath, on the Western edge of the village, is 
a Devon Wildlife Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. It is a habitat for many rare species including the narrow-
headed ant. This is one of only two wild colonies in England. The 
River Teign runs round the village and a public footpath along its 
banks provides an attractive walk downstream to Newton Abbot.  

We are fortunate to have good transport links. Being on the 
B3344 we are within easy reach of the A38, M5, the South Devon 
coast and Dartmoor. There are good bus routes with buses to 
Chudleigh, Bovey Tracey, Newton Abbot and Exeter.  

 

Chudleigh Knighton Primary School 

Chudleigh Knighton Primary School was the first school in Devon 
to enter into a hard federation with another local school, 
Blackpool Primary School, in September 2006. The First 
Federation is now a Multi Academy Primary Trust of 16 schools 

St Paul’s, Chudleigh Knighton 
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across Devon. Under this system the school has flourished and it 
has a strong commitment to Christian values.  

A teacher in the school leads the Ethos group and is in regular 
contact with the Vicar. The group comprises one representative 
from each year group and a member of the PCC is also involved. 
Members of the Benefice Ministry team lead assemblies each 
week. The Vicar also has informal contacts with the staff and 
children. The school uses the church several times each term for 
services and visits but its use is limited by the fixed pews. Since 
lockdown the Schools’ Worker has held ZOOM meetings with 
groups of the children to maintain her contacts. Please see 
Appendix 4 (Page 25) for more information and detail about the 
School, its ethos, and its relationship with the church. (Website: 
https://www.chudleigh-knighton.devon.sch.uk/). 

 

The Pre-school 

The Pre-school occupies its own site at the west end of the village 

opposite the play park. 

 

History of the Parish 

The land for St Paul's was consecrated in 1841 and the building 

consecrated in 1849. It was a Chapel of Ease for the parishioners 

who previously would have to walk the three miles to Hennock. 

The ecclesiastical parish was created in 1880 and includes much 

of the surrounding countryside including farms and Finlake 

Holiday Park.  

 

The Churchyard 

The church occupies a central site at the junction of the Bovey 

Tracey and Plymouth roads opposite the Primary School. It is 

surrounded by the churchyard which was extended in 1972. The 

churchyard is still open and used for burials and relatives regularly 

tend the graves. The churchyard is entered through a granite 

archway which is a memorial to the dead of the First World War.  

  

The Church Building 

The church architect is believed to have been George Gilbert 

Scott, the grandfather of Giles Gilbert Scott, architect of Liverpool 

Cathedral. The interior of the chapel was decorated and fitted by 

St Paul’s, Chudleigh Knighton 

https://www.chudleigh-knighton.devon.sch.uk/
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Rev John Medley in 1846 and is in the Victorian gothic style. John 

Medley supported the Anglo-Catholic Oxford Movement. 

 

• The church is unlocked daily from 10.00am until 4.00pm for 

non-stewarded access 

• The Victorian arrangement of fixed pews works well for formal 

traditional worship with a seating capacity of 94 

• When the school uses the building a large number of small 

children can be accommodated in the pews 

• The East window provides a stunning backdrop for worship. 

• The church is generally in a fair state of repair but there are 

some outstanding repairs from the last quinquennial review. 

 

Worship 

A small congregation worships regularly in the church, mostly 

local residents. We get very occasional holiday visitors and we 

have regular attendees who have another home elsewhere. It is 

important to us to have weekly services which alternate between 

Holy Communion services and Family Services. Communion 

Services which follow Common Worship are appreciated by those 

valuing a more traditional style of worship. Family Services are 

less formal and the format is determined by the person leading 

the service. Special services, which reach out to the village, are 

held each year for Christmas, Bereavement, Harvest and 

Remembrance.  

Since lockdown, a Benefice Service has been held on Internet 

Radio. Recently, some members of our congregation have joined 

this service in Chudleigh Parish Church. St Paul’s Church is open 

for private prayer twice a week. On Fridays a small group meets 

for prayer once a fortnight.  

 

Social Events 

The lack of toilet and catering facilities in the church limits what 

can be done there but we do have an annual Coffee Morning 

fundraising for DHCT (Devon Historic Churches Trust) as well as 

other events such as a Christmas Tree Festival. The Village Hall is 

available for our Harvest Tea and other events.  

 

 

St Paul’s, Chudleigh Knighton 
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Tradition 

Entering the church, you can see the church was built in the Anglo

-Catholic Tradition. Historically, Vicars have been of that tradition 

until the year 2000, when the parish was moved from the St 

John’s, Bovey Tracey Benefice, to become part of the Chudleigh 

Benefice on the appointment of Rev Paul Wimsett. This change of 

leadership has inevitably had some influence on our spirituality. 

The sensitive continuance of this process would be positively 

received. We need to pray, think, talk and plan our vision. 

 

Finances 

The income of the church is mainly derived from the giving of 

church members and other attendees and supporters, and from 

fees. There is also an income from advertising in Knighton News, 

the monthly magazine the church publishes, which goes some 

way to paying the cost of printing the publication. Gift Aid is 

claimed on donations made by eligible donors who have 

completed a declaration and claims are made for eligible 

collections and other income under the Gift Aid Small Donations 

Scheme.  

Our accounts are kept using EXCEL spreadsheets and ACCESS is 

used for invoicing Knighton News advertisers and for printing Gift 

Aid giving envelopes as well as for the non-financial purpose of 

and maintaining the electoral roll. Our parish share is paid 

monthly by direct debit, we make a regular annual contribution to 

Chudleigh Area Youth Project, and we have the usual expenses 

including churchyard maintenance and electricity. We also give 

5% of our income for charitable purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s, Chudleigh Knighton 
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St Michael The Archangel, Trusham  

Our community in Trusham 

Trusham is a small village of approximately 200 inhabitants, 160 
adults and 40 children. It is one of several villages nestling along 
the valley of the River Teign. The village is surrounded by farms 
and farmland. Nearby, much of the local stone has been quarried, 
although this industry has declined.  
 

Age Profile 

Historic records show that Trusham has always had a wide age-
range of inhabitants. Many residents are retired but we also have a 
growing number of families with young children living here. The 
centrally situated play park and village green is a community 
resource used by all. It has swings and picnic benches where 
villagers often gather. 
 

Our local Primary school 

There are about 40 school aged children in the village, which is in 
the catchment area for Chudleigh CE VC Community Primary. 
Primary aged village children are transported to and from the 
school by bus. The school values its partnership with local 
churches, as we share the school’s values and support its Vision 
Statement. Our Vicar is an ex-officio member of the Board of 
Governors. We use the school’s weekly prayer focus in our 
intercessions. We have hosted a visit by the school’s Pioneers’ 
group. Our church contributes financially to the gifts of Bibles for 
new pupils and for school leavers.  
  

Community Facilities 

Every Household receives i~Trusham, the monthly village 
newsletter, which reports on both church and secular events. The 
village website at www.trusham.com also keeps villagers informed 
and hosts a growing collection of past village records. The 
community email has proved an effective method of informing and 
reminding villagers of issues and events. 

Other than the church, the village has two further public buildings. 
The former school, adjacent to the church, is now used as the 
Village Hall to which the PCC has recently granted disabled access 
rights through the churchyard. The elected Parish Chair and village 
committee manage the Hall and administer certain community 
events. The village pub, the Cridford Inn, is seen by many people to 
be the social hub of the village. The church, village committee and 
pub work together for the good of the community. 

The Cridford Inn 

The Village Hall 
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Housing 

The residential part of the village is a mixture of housing styles and 
ages, dating from around the 14th century to today. There are two 
almshouses in the centre of the village provided by John Stooke 
Junior to whom there is a monument in the Church. 

 

St Michael the Archangel, Trusham 

Our church is situated in the south of the village. It is a Grade II* 
listed building in a Conservation area. The remains of a 12th century 
building are incorporated in the present structure. See our website 
for more historical details and our Statement of Significance: 
www.trushamchurch.org.uk  
 

The mediaeval church building is small but what it lacks in size it 
makes up for in beauty inside. Its elevated location means that the 
graveyard and memorial garden look out across surrounding 
pastures.  

 

Reordering 

The building was beautifully reordered in 2013/14. The new floor is 
on one level with the altar raised on a shallow step. New small and 
moveable oak pews allow a variety of worship styles and uses to be 
accommodated. Modern chairs can supplement the new pews to 
seat 100 people. A small servery at the rear allows us to cater for 
gatherings.  
 

There is neither a toilet nor running water, but the village hall next 
door has kitchen and toilet facilities which are used by agreement 
with the community.  
 

The reordering also dealt with many major items of work, from 
electrical re-wiring to a new floor, and updated the building from 
the last major refurbishment in Victorian times. The resulting 
church space is modern and vibrant.  
 

The quinquennial inspection in 2019 highlighted a list of relatively 
minor items that require attention. None of the works identified 
prevents the day to day usefulness of the building but they are part 
of the on-going maintenance plan.  

The church yard is still open for burials. A recent survey has found 
over 90 species of wild flowers, grasses and trees. It has a recently-
restored and separately-listed 18thC chest tomb within the grounds.  

St Michael The Archangel, Trusham  
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Worship and service patterns 

Until coronavirus we had a weekly Sunday service. Each month was 
varied, but there were usually two services of Holy Communion, 
often led by retired clergy, one all-age service and other lay-led 
services according to circumstances. These cater for the various 
needs of our villagers but can also attract worshippers from the 
Benefice and sometimes beyond the village.  

The average attendance is eight people with an Electoral Roll of 15 
which is modest, but what we lack in number we make up for in 
enthusiasm.  

 

Special Services and events 

Since coronavirus there has been an audio service from Chudleigh 
but we have also created a few special Podcast services for Easter, 
Pentecost, the NHS anniversary, and Remembrance, all contributed 
to by about 25 villagers, visit https://www.buzzsprout.com/981232.  
 

Trusham Church differs from the two other parishes in the Benefice 
being very rural and physically smaller. This has led to a need to 
serve our parishioners in inventive ways, and we have relished a 
flexibility in the way we organise our patterns of worship. Trusham 
has had great success with Iona themed services (20+ people), 
Christmas Crib Services (40-50), live Village Nativities (100+), 
outdoor Songs of Praise (20+), Rogation Walks, and so on. These 
services encourage others within the village and Benefice to join us 
in our beautiful mediaeval nave or grounds.  
 

We have remained welcoming to the secular elements of our 
community and have encouraged positive collaborations with the 
pub and community groups where circumstances allow.  
 

The church has also organised events such as coffee mornings, 
occasional house groups, Lent soup lunches, and supper talks at the 
pub involving Bishop Dame Sarah Mullally, Bishop Robert Atwell 
and other invited guests who speak on a topic that is of interest to 
a wider village audience. We are a Fairtrade Church. 

 

A place of prayer 

In pre-Covid 19 times, the church remained open to those seeking 
solitude or quiet prayer on a daily basis from dawn to dusk, via an 
electronic door lock. To help those who seek out the church as a 
place to reflect, the PCC regularly displayed prayer focuses, such as 
prayer cairns, a prayer tree, origami boats, living stones, rooted in 
Christ, which invite visitors to leave thoughts or special devotions.  

St Michael The Archangel, Trusham  

https://www.buzzsprout.com/981232
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Our Team 

Our team comprises two Churchwardens, one Reader, and four 
other PCC members, all of whom bring special skills and attributes 
to sustaining Trusham Church.  
 

 

Ministry and outreach 

We hold various annual community Christian events such as the 
live Village Nativity around the village, Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Egg 
rolling competition, and outdoor services including Remembrance 
Sunday at the Village War memorial. We have recently been 
learning more about Inclusive Church and are in the process of 
becoming a member church. 
 

 

Connection with Charles Causley 

We have a modern information leaflet and many tourists are drawn 
because of the church’s connection with Charles Causley, the 
famous Cornish poet.  
 

 

Challenges and opportunities 

Our congregation is ageing and declining and we pray that more 
villagers will see the relevance of the Christian faith in their lives.  

With a growing number of younger families in the village, often 
with children attending Chudleigh School, there is the opportunity 
for our Incumbent to encourage them to join in events at the 
church here.  

The laity is keen to be involved in all aspects of church life and 
would welcome someone willing to work alongside them on 
worship and other projects.  
 

 

Mission work at home and overseas 

We support various charities: a local food bank, the annual 
Christmas Box appeal for CREE (Christian Response in Eastern 
Europe) and give 10% of church income over expenditure towards 
local and international charities. We sometimes support and have 
speakers from various charitable organisations close to the heart of 
our church members. 

St Michael The Archangel, Trusham  

Egg rolling down Church Lane 
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Finances 

Financially, Trusham Church is in good shape. We always pay our 
Common Fund and manage the limited resources we have very 
carefully. We face the same challenges as many rural churches 
but income from the Parish Giving Scheme and plate collections in 
a relatively affluent community is reflected in the current stable 
position of our accounts. For special church projects, and on 
behalf of other charities that we support, fundraising has always 
been very successful.  

We have the benefit of the Trusham Causley Fund. The latter 
came from a bequest by the late poet, Charles Causley, who had 
strong connections with the village. Principally the remaining 
£130,000 is for the use of the church or local community, by 
administration of the Vicar and Churchwardens. In the past, this 
fund has helped with the Church reordering project, chest tomb 
repairs as well as other church and community projects.  

 

 

 

Trusham Church Vision Statement 

To know Christ and to make him known through prayer, witness and service 

St Michael The Archangel, Trusham  
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Appendix 1 – Map of the Benefice  
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Appendix 2 – Benefice Fact Sheet 



22 

 

Chudleigh C.E. VC Community Primary School  

‘A place to grow and flourish.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chudleigh Church of England Voluntary Controlled Community Primary School has 
approximately 420 pupils. Our partnership with the churches within our local 
community is very important, not only does it provide a means of developing 
lasting relationships, but it presents an opportunity for everyone to develop a 
growing love of God and to become involved in sharing the Gospel. Children come 
to the church building, not only for worship, but to enhance their learning across 
the curriculum.  

Our vision is that, as a Christian school, we will provide a safe and nurturing 
environment in which every child’s gifts are celebrated so that they can flourish 
and achieve. Our school family will reach outwards to our community and the 
wider world in exploration, love and friendship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Chudleigh all children know with certainty that they are deeply loved, that they are uniquely gifted, 
and that they belong—they have a special and exciting role to play—in this, God’s world.  

Our school values are based on Christian foundations and 
we aim to develop and demonstrate the following in all we do:  

• Friendship through developing bonds across the school 
community as we work and play and care for each other. 
John 15:13 “The greatest love is shown when a person lays 
down his life for his friends.” 

• Happiness enabling us to work, learn and play together 
to the full benefit of all. Psalm 106:3 “Happiness comes to 
those who are fair to others and are always just and good.” 

Appendix 3 – Chudleigh C.E. VC Community Primary School 
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• Kindness through all our interactions with each other. 1 
Corinthians 16:14 “Whatever you do, do it with kindness 
and love.” 

• Forgiveness because we understand that we all make 
mistakes. Matthew 18:22 “How often should I forgive 
someone who sins against me? Seven times?” “No!” Jesus 
replied, “seventy times seven!”  

•Love as God showed his love to us through Jesus Christ, 
by showing how much we care for others in our school and 
wider world through supporting them practically and in 

prayer. 1 John 4:16 “God is love, and anyone who lives in love is living with God and God is living in him.”  

•  Respect by valuing every individual for their uniqueness celebrating similarities and differences and all 
that they bring to our school community. 1 Peter 2:16 “Show respect for everyone.”  

•  Teamwork through working together at every level to ensure all involved in the school can achieve 
their full potential in a supportive environment. Philippians 2:2 “Make me truly happy by loving each 
other and … working together with one heart and mind and purpose.” 

Our Foundation Governors                                                                           

The Foundation Governors are looking forward to our new Minister being part of the team. We meet as a 
group each half term and are fully involved in the life of the school.  

Our Christian Distinctiveness Team 

This is a dedicated group of people, who meet once every half term to discuss and develop the Christian 
Distinctiveness of our school. The people who make up this group are our Head Teacher, our Christian 
Distinctiveness Co-ordinator, Clergy from different denominations, Parents and Governors. Children 
come to give feedback regularly on what they have discovered whilst learning about Christianity in our 
school. 

Chudleigh Pioneers 

A group of children meet on a weekly basis after school to carry out an Art based activity based on the 
Bible. These children are also involved in planning and leading worship and encouraging other children to 
take part. This is co-led by a member of the church and a member of staff. 

Ethos Group Meetings 

These are held at our school and at different schools across the Diocese. Schools invite each other to 
bring a group of children to enjoy learning together about the Christian Faith. We love to be involved and 
have also held a Deanery event. 

Collective Worship 

Ministers from all denominations are involved in leading Collective Worship and we are extremely 
fortunate to have Maren, our church community Schools Worker as part of our team. Collective Worship 
takes place in the church of St Martin and St Mary at least once every half term. When it is possible, we 
encourage outdoor worship and the appreciation of God’s Creation. Collective Worship currently takes 
place as a whole school on Mondays and Fridays and as Key Stage groups on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
There is a whole school singing and worship time on Thursdays.  

The Power of Prayer 

Each year we hold a whole school prayer day during ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ ending with a Pentecost 
Service. Members of the Churches in Chudleigh have been invaluable at supporting these days and 
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everyone benefits from excellent teamwork and coming together as a community, learning and praying 
as one.  

Prayer is an important part of our daily school life and within Collective Worship, as well as prayers 
relevant to the occasion, we use our own school prayer which embeds our school values.  

For many years, the Headteacher, some members of staff and clergy have met on a Friday morning 
before school to pray for the school and community events.  

We have weekly prayer themes which become a main focus for our Collective Worship. These are ever 
changing to keep worship fresh and relevant to our daily lives, community and worldly needs.  

Spirituality 

We consider spirituality to be encouraging everyone to be aware of God in our hearts and in everything 
we do, to be aware of ourselves and our place in God’s world, to be aware of others in the world around 
us, taking time to absorb the moment and taking time to experience the awe and wonder of the world.  

 

Children’s Voice 

‘We love to share our ideas with you…’ 

‘Come and do R.E. with us, we love having people to tell us new things.’ 

‘Come and be excited about God with us!’ 

 

 

If you would like to find out more about our school building and the resources please visit our school 
website www.chudleigh.devon.sch.uk 
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Judged as an ‘Outstanding Church School’ by SIAMS, Chudleigh Knighton CE Primary School is currently 

home to 110 pupils. We firmly believe that Christian principles should underpin all of our work with 

children. The school community chose the following Christian values that give focus to our learning: 

Friendship, Forgiveness, Perseverance, Courage, Compassion and Thankfulness. 

The ethos at Chudleigh Knighton C of E Primary School is to provide a stimulating Christian environment 

that creates an enjoyable atmosphere of positive endeavour for all. We believe it is the right of all 

children to be given access to the whole curriculum. We will ensure that children are happy, stimulated 

and challenged so that they can flourish, reach and exceed their potential. 

Our Aims are: 

• To provide a Christian environment, which develops the children’s spiritual understanding. 

• To offer pupils a broad and balanced curriculum, which facilitates the development of knowledge, 

skills and understanding. 

• To develop every pupil’s self-esteem through promoting self-discipline so that each individual 

achieves his or her true potential. 

• To develop the children’s creative abilities enabling them to have enquiring, flexible minds. 

• To develop the children’s social, moral and cultural understanding 

with an awareness and celebration of the multicultural world in 

which we live. 

• To develop an aptitude for lifelong learning throughout the whole 

school community. 

• To value collaboration and embrace that skill throughout our 

school community and beyond. 

Our school values are based on Christian foundations and we aim to 

develop and demonstrate the following in all we do: 

Friendship - Encourage one another and build each other up                             1 Thessalonians 5.11 
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Thankfulness - Always be thankful. 1 Thessalonians 5.16 

Forgiveness - Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive 

others. Colossians 3.13 

Compassion - Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Colossians 3.12 

Perseverance - I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

Philippians 4.13 

Courage - Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1.9 

 

Collective Worship and St. Paul’s Church 

We hold collective worship on a daily basis and are fortunate to have a 

variety of visiting ministers join us. We are also very fortunate to benefit 

from the work of Maren, the church community Schools Worker. She provides invaluable support in the 

classroom, runs an Ethos Club (which leads to 3-weekly assembly to the whole school) and leads 

collective worship.  

The school makes great use of St. Paul’s Church, where we hold Collective Worship at least once a month, 

as well as celebratory services such as our new starter assembly and ‘leavers’ assembly. St. Paul’s is also 

used as a ‘5th classroom’, when appropriate, to support learning across the curriculum. We are fortunate 

to have the church just across the road from school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethos Committee Meetings 

Our school Ethos Committee supports our staff Ethos Lead and represent their year group in committee 

meetings. The children drive the direction of our school Ethos, including the recent update of our school 

values. The school Ethos committee also oversee the awarding of our weekly ‘School Values’ award, lead 

whole-school collective worship and host ‘Ethos Days’ events when schools from across the First 

Federation Trust visit to take part in planned activities.  

The school also has an ‘adult’ Ethos Committee made up of members of the clergy, school staff, parents 

and members of the community. The committee meet at least once a term to support the development 

of the school’s Ethos.  
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Prayer  

Prayer is an important part of our daily school life and within 

Collective Worship. Prayers relevant to the occasion, those written 

by children and our own school prayer are utilised. The school 

prayer was written by our school Ethos Committee.  
 

Weekly prayer themes are shared by the church community and 

become a focus for our Collective Worship. This helps keep worship 

fresh and relevant to our daily lives, community and worldly needs.  

Ethos Committee Voice 

Our child-led Ethos Committee wanted to share the following 

message: “We would like to send a warm welcome to our new vicar. 

We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you into our school 

when we can. Chudleigh Knighton is a fun place to go to school and 

a great place to make kind friends. It is a happy place to be and we 

enjoy all of the activities and learning that we do with our church 

community. We look forward to you being involved with us!” 

Spirituality 

At Chudleigh Knighton we encourage all to develop their own 

understanding of spirituality. Children describe their understanding as 

‘I can be reflective about my own beliefs and respect my friends’ 

different faiths, feelings and values.’, ‘I enjoy learning about myself, 

who I want to be, my friends and the world around me.’ and ‘I can use 

my imagination and creativity in my learning and when playing with 

others.’  

Community 

Community and supporting those 

around us is important to all at 

Chudleigh Knighton. We welcome members of the village community 

into the school on a weekly basis to share skills such as knitting and 

cross-stitch with our children. The village has a ‘Friendship Group’ and 

children visit the group to share their learning. We also invite the 

group to special services and hold performances of school plays for 

them. We also join the church to support other causes such as 

collecting food for local charity St Petrocks at Harvest time as well as 

carolling during the Christmas period at local retirement homes. 

 

If you would like to find out more about our wonderful school please visit our school website https://

www.chudleigh-knighton.devon.sch.uk/ or contact us directly via admin@chudleigh-

knighton.devon.sch.uk 
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