
Mark’s account of Jesus’ forty days of fasting says 
that ‘he was with the wild animals, and angels 
attended him’ (1:12), which reminds us of the danger 
that faced Jesus throughout his life, and the purpose 
which he pursued. The scholar Richard Bauckham 
believes that the composition of this scripture 
might well encourage us to be reminded of Isaiah’s 
prophesy; that lion will live with lamb (Isaiah 11:6). 
Mark’s account should also speak into our own 
situation: while we ask questions of God, so too 
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Introductory prayer: 
Help us to know you Almighty God, and know 
what your love means. Guide us through your 
stories, and make your spirit known to us in our 
own lives. In your name, we pray. Amen.
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The ninth Psalm contains this statement: ‘The Lord is a 
refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Those who know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, 
have never forsaken those who seek you’ (Psalm 9:9-10). 
However, the tenth Psalm asks this of God: ‘Why, Lord, 
do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times 
of trouble? (Psalm 10:1). The Psalmist, like us, seems to 
struggle to always know where God is, what God is doing, 
or how to feel about God

You might recall the sightings of various important people 
travelling when they shouldn’t have been, or the void 
when we expected words of leadership. There have also 
been discernible facts about the kinds of incredible help 
that has been given to the people and systems of the UK 
– scientific ingenuity to produce vaccines, funding to help 
important work thrive, and resources to ultimately show a 
way out of this disaster.

We have also heard many legitimate conversations and 
disagreements about how local businesses, corporations, 
schools, and families should be (and maybe haven’t been) 
supported during these times of trouble. We might watch 
a debate and find ourselves agreeing with both sides. Of 
course, the truth is, these are unprecedented times – no 
one has the ultimate response, and probably there are 
many potentially good answers, but no perfect solutions.
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During the past year, the Manchester United footballer 
Marcus Rashford has become an unexpected but very 
welcome prophet for our age, and much like those Old 
Testament voices, his voice has not been universally 
recognised or lauded. It is worth remembering that his 
response came directly after a number of government 
officials called on Premier League footballers to ‘do 
their bit’. Once Rashford started his campaign, it seems 
very likely that some of those officials wished he had 
done a bit less. Shortly afterwards, some football fans 
questioned why he was working so hard to combat 
childhood hunger, when he was being paid to play 
football. In his very next match, he scored three goals in 
16 minutes to beat Leipzig in the European Champions 
League. 

Had Rashford let down his team’s supporters when he 
campaigned for food justice? Had he let down those 
who were hungry when he scored those goals? Or had 
he expanded what people could expect from a 23 year 
old man who was employed by a football club?

The story of Marcus Rashford could not have been 
improved by the greatest novelist. His work this year will 
be remembered for the rest of his life.

should we expect to have questions asked of us.  
The threats of the wilderness did not scare Jesus 
back into a more comfortable life. So too we will 
have choices to make about how we approach life, 
and all its dangers. 

Jesus experienced both threat and  
blessing here. Do we find any links  
with our own stories?
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What might God expect  
from us?

Have we let God down?

We can be reassured that scripture is full of examples of 
expectations of people not being met, from David to Peter. But 
The Bible is full of tales of redemption too. 

(Redemption: Peter is used by God – Acts 4:8-14, Saul becoming 
Paul after organising persecution – Acts 8:1, Acts 9)

God knows that we feel let down. God wants to hear our most 
deeply felt thoughts and words about all of these things.  
These outcries don’t necessarily transform the journey we’re on; 
but they may well strengthen our path. The stories we tell are all 
part of this. We tell stories because God and our experiences of 
God cannot be boiled down to mathematical equations. Maths or 
science will never do a proper job of telling us why a Shakespeare 
play, or a Charlotte Bronte novel makes us feel certain things.  
So, in our processing, we think in terms of story, which allows  
us to wrestle with ideas about God’s mystery, without having  
to reach conclusions.

(Expectations not met: part of David’s story can be found in 2 Samuel 
11. Peter’s denial of Jesus is recorded in Mark 14:66-72)

Thinking again about telling your 
stories: 

• Has this year left you feeling let 
down? By God? The World?

• If you had been asked before this 
pandemic struck, what would you 
have expected of God?

• What do your stories say about 
the character of God, if anything? 
Is this an understanding that you 
have always had about God?

What words come to mind when 
you hear this story?

• Where might God be in all of the stories that 
we have heard, and told??

• Why was God in those places?

To finish: a time of prayer:  
Almighty and loving God, show us your constant love 
and guidance. Help us to know it, and encourage us 
to seek you out, in all the goodness and the strife. Be 
with us in our stories, and our lives. Amen.
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In which ways is this story 
different to your own?

What will you take away from 
hearing this story?


