
As with much of 21st century life, the pandemic has 
emphasised the spectrum of differences across the 
human race’s expectations for life, and both the privilege 
and poverty that exists. While some of us may have 
been perfecting our home baked bread, running virtual 
marathons, or learning Russian, others have been working 
hard to get up in the mornings, struggling to earn enough 
money to feed their household, or simply doing their best 
to stay physically and mentally healthy. It is quite likely that 
most of us will have had peaks and troughs with many of 
these issues through the most difficult 12 months of many 
of our lives. 

This has been true of not just our individual prospects, but 
our collective lives as people dwelling in England. There 
have also been many seemingly insurmountable issues for 
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our places of business, and the future difficulties around 
tackling environmental issues have been highlighted. 
Furthermore, whether this is seen as positive or negative, 
it has shaken some of the established roles of the church, 
and dismantled some very long held expectations about 
how the church operates. As believers, we know and are 
regularly reminded that the church is not the building, 
and we see churches in other nations thrive in homes 
and on the streets. Yet, it is still a shock to see our church 
buildings under threat. 

Perhaps we are particularly challenged because our 
church is so often shaped by the buildings we use, and 
those buildings have sat empty for their longest ever 
periods. St Paul tells us, using the metaphor of the 
building, that Jesus himself is the cornerstone of the 
church, but now we know that some of our buildings 
are under serious threat. We know these constructions 
are made of bricks and mortar, and yet we also believe 
that they have this incredible purpose, building upon 
the life, works and sacrifice of Jesus. In the face of these 
challenges, under the knowledge of their value, we 
know that there is a new and pressing need to either 
change our stories about these spaces and our Christian 
community, or reassert our stories that don’t rely upon 
physical church spaces.

Lent 2021 – Diocese of Exeter 
These are our stories: Lent in a Pandemic Year.

Introductory prayer: 
Lead us forward, loving God, through whatever 
comes next. Guide us with your spirit, let your 
light on us, and let it be reflected into the world. 
Be with us now. Amen.
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In this era of restarts, what do your stories say 
about the following…

•	 What sort of humans/disciples do 
we want to be/would we long to be?

•	 What sort of church might we want  
to be?

•	 What sort of world might we want  
to be?
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What words come to mind 
when you hear this story?
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In which ways is this story 
different to your own?

What will you take away from 
hearing this story?

Week 5: Thinking about your hopes for the future
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Week 5: Thinking about your hopes for the future

John the Baptist tells us to ‘prepare the way for the 
Lord’ in the Gospel of Mark. If we want to see an 
example of a punchy start to a story, Mark is the place 
to look. Within fifteen verses, we have gone from 
John telling us to get ready, to Jesus proclaiming that 
the Kingdom has come near and we should believe 
the good news. Mark’s Jesus does not dwell upon 
what happens to him in the wilderness; we know that 
Satan and the wild animals were there, but we also 
know that he has moved past the immediacy of those 
experiences, and is now needs to get on with his 
mission. His instructions to the first disciples in the next 
verses are just as direct; “Come with me, and we can 
really make things happen”.

•	 What has this time shown us about the 
needs of the world?

•	 What have I discovered that I want not  
to lose?

•	 What do I want to make happen?  
(it might be personal, corporate or social)

•	 What initiative would I like to be part  
of that might be part of the healing of  
the world?
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To finish: a time of prayer:  
Lead us forward, loving God, through whatever 
comes next. Guide us with your spirit, let your 
light on us, and let it be reflected into the world. 
Be with us now. Amen.

Even though Mark’s gospel moves quickly past the wilderness 
experience, it does acknowledge it. However, the other 
gospels show us a Jesus who has been affected by these forty 
days. This experience is not one to be dismissed out of hand. 
The attendance of angels might even be thought of as a need 
for Jesus to be rescued. That kind of experience can stay with, 
and shape a person.

•	 Which stories are you aware of that recognise 
the pain that it has taken to get to this point  
in history?  

•	 How do we acknowledge that consolation  
and desolation are our reality at this time?

Think about the stories you have told, and the stories  
you have heard this year, and during this Lent?

•	 Why do we want to tell or hold onto  
these stories?

•	 How do we hold onto the truths that  
come from this time, these stories and  
this experience?

•	 Is there an initiative I would want to be  
part of next? 


