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Year C
Isaiah 55.1-9
Psalm 63.1-9
1 Corinthians 10.1-13
Luke 13.1-9

Psalms 12, 13
Genesis 28.10-19a
John 1.35-51

Psalms 26, 28
Deuteronomy 6.4-9
John 17.1a,11b-19

Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations
of the world, the flesh and the devil,
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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POST COMMUNION
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Service 

Second
Service 

Third
Service 

Almighty God,
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Eternal God,
give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.



I have heard the voice of Jesus say – Horatio Bonar (1846)

I have heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest.
Lay down, O weary one,
Lay down your head upon my breast.”
I can to Jesus as I was,
So weary, worn, and sad.
I found in him a resting place,
Ad he has made me glad

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
The living water, thirsty one;
Stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream.
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am the dawning light.
Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
And all your day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found
In him my star, my sun,
And in that light of life I’ll walk
Till trav’ling days are done

Hymns Ancient and Modern, New Standard Edition no. 247
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The Venerable Andrew 
Beane - Archdeacon of 

Exeter

Here’s some common and sound advice you may already know; 
there are two kinds of people – drains and radiators! Well, it’s not 
probably that simple but bear with me!

On the one hand, we have our Radiators; they are the people 
who put life into the saying’ smile, and the world smiles with you.’ 
Radiators are infectious. They naturally make people feel good 
about themselves. They radiate something of the generosity of 
God, the kindness of Jesus and the joy of the Holy Spirit. They are 
inquisitive and playful but focused too. They have a cup that is not 
just half full but overflowing! Do you know any Radiators? There’s 
always someone in the Church or community who you could 
describe as a Radiator.
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Then, on the other hand, there are the Drains people in your 
life who one way or another leave you feeling diminished after 
you’ve been with them. You know the feeling – your started off 
a conversation bright and positive, and you came out of it dull, 
negative and frustrated, or maybe unexplainably cranky and 
irritable. Do you know any Drains? There’s always a few in the 
Church or community who you could describe as Drains.

The sad things about Drains are that;

• They don’t realise they’re a Drain;

• They don’t actually gain the energy that gets drained away 
from those they are around;

• And they drain their own energy too

It might not be as simple as this, and at times we might all be 
Radiators or me might be feeling more like Drains, but there is 
some truth in the analogy.

So, what have Radiators and Drains got to do with Fig Trees?  
Well, perhaps this parable told by St Luke is a first-century story 
about Radiators and Drains. Here’s a fig tree, and the man comes 
looking. Does it bear fruit (a Radiator) or does it have none (a 
Drain). The parable goes on to say there is no fruit and the man 
suggest giving up, walking away; he has had the life drained out of 
him. Yet the gardener gives it one more go, dig down, add manure 
and hope that it might bear fruit; hope that the Drain might 
become a Radiator.

So, I want to suggest the fig tree teaches three things about 
Drains and Radiators or how we Radiate something of the 
generosity of God and not Drain the life out of Church.

First, the parable teaches us that doing the same thing over 
and over again bears little fruit; Albert Einstein supposedly said, 
“Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting 
different results.” The man kept coming back to the fig tree to see 
if it had fruit; he did nothing, and each time, no fruit. In Church, 
do we keep doing the same thing over and over again, expecting 
something different to happen? Sunday by Sunday, does anything 
change other than the readings and the hymns? Yet we expect 
new people to come? How do we bear new fruit? Are we Radiating 
generosity, or is Church Draining the life out of us! The parable is 
challenging us!

Second, we can’t keep taking and not giving. We need an attitude 
of gratitude if we want to see our churches, lives, and communities 
flourish. The fig tree was basically sucking the life out of the soil it 
was growing, yet there was no fruit.    It was Draining life and not 
Radiating generosity. John Wesley said, “Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long 
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as ever you can.” What would our churches look like if we started to 
Radiate this kind of generosity, “Helping one person at a time and 
always start with the person nearest you”, as Mother Teresa said.

Thirdly, the parable tells us of the gospel of second chances.  
The gardener didn’t cut the fig tree down but dug around it,  
fed it with manure and gave it time. It’s always Jesus’ way to give 
people a second chance. We have a moment in this season of  
Lent to ponder our lives to think of the times when we’re Radiators 
and when we’ve been Drains. What sucks the life out of us that 
we need to stop and what gives us life. What small steps can we 
take to start to change? Desmond Tutu said, “Do your little bit of 
good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.”

One last thing, the parable teaches us that if we do nothing, then 
the tree is cut down! There comes a time when that’s it. God has 
utter faith in us; there is no Plan B we are it. The Church is always 
just one generation away from failure; if we don’t pass on the 
Good News, who will? The parable is a challenge to us: are we 
going to Radiate the generosity of God, the kindness of Jesus, the 
joy of the Holy Spirit.

Perhaps this Lent you can plant a tree as a response to this parable 
or set up a prayer tree in your church. 

Are we Radiators or Drains?
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