
SURPRISED BY GENEROSIT YTHE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
(PASSIONTIDE BEGINS) 3 .04 . 2022

Year C
Isaiah 43.16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3.4b-14
John 12.1-8

Psalm 35
2 Chronicles 35.1-6,10-16
Luke 22.1-13

Psalms 111, 112
Isaiah 35.1-10
Romans 7.21 - 8.4

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.

READINGS 

COLLECT

POST COMMUNION

Principal
Service 

Second
Service 

Third
Service 

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.



All that I am, all that I do – Sebastian Temple

All that I am, all that I do
All that I’ll ever have I offer now to you

Take and sanctify these gifts
For your glory Lord
Knowing that I love and serve you is enough reward

All that I am, all that I do
All that I’ll ever have
I offer now to you

All that I dream, all that I pray
All that I’ll ever make
I give to you today

Take and sanctify these gifts for your glory, Lord
Knowing that I love and serve you is enough reward

Anglican Hymns Old and New (revised and enlarged) no. 24

Today we are looking at the passage where Mary anoints Jesus’ 
feet in John 12, also found in Luke 7: 36-50.

A whole pint of nard! Such extravagance! No wonder such 
generosity is recorded. For someone to spend a whole year’s 
wages on an act such as this surely shows how much Jesus meant 
to Mary. But it is interesting to note that her devotion to Jesus 
went far beyond pouring expensive perfume over  his feet. She 
then wiped his feet with her hair. This was unthinkable – a Jewish 
woman uncovering and letting down her hair and then wiping 
someone’s feet with it. This was an act of unselfish generosity. 
Generosity of wealth, attention, and care. 

These acts of Mary were not the acts of someone who was 
showing off. They were not acts of someone who was giving of 
great wealth and emotion for their own benefit. This was someone 
who was acting out generosity as a result of unwavering faith 
and love. The anointing of His feet was done out of humble and 
heartfelt love, of generosity of spirit. 

It is a question that we should ask ourselves about our generosity; 
is it done with humble and heartfelt love? Is it done out of our 
personal spirit of generosity? We should ask ourselves why we act 
generously. We know that there are times when our giving is done 
out of a sense of duty towards the church community to which we 
belong. A sense of our giving being a response to the needs of the 
church. While it is true that the church has needs that can only be 
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met through the generosity of the church community, is this the 
true response to God’s love that is heartfelt and humble?

What does it mean to respond to God’s love in a generous way? If 
we look at the actions of Mary in this passage, we can see that her 
response is more than what was needed at the time. Her response 
was to go overboard with her generosity; to give a whole pint 
of this precious perfume. We can infer that Mary and her family 
were rich enough to be able to keep back a significant amount of 
their wealth and hold it in the form of this expensive perfume. But 
at the time, Mary used this saved wealth in the service of Christ. 
What was being held back is used. This act of Mary should lead 
us to ask ourselves what is generous in our own situations. How 
much of our wealth and resources are we willing to hand over to 
God?

Mary’s generosity was not just of the expensive perfume. Mary 
was generous with her time. Time that could have been spent 
on herself. But she gave that time to care for Jesus. Mary was 
generous with her attention. Sitting at the feet to Jesus and 
focusing on anointing his feet; generous with her care. Mary’s 
generosity was of her reputation. Letting her hair down in spite of 
what the assembled disciples would say. And Mary was generous 
with her comfort. Jesus was shortly to die on the cross. Mary’s act 
was the act of comforting a man who knew his fate. Mary was 
generous in so many ways.

If we believe that God’s generosity towards us is so great that He 
gave his only son for our sake and that everything that comes 
to us comes from God, then what can we do to repay that 
generosity? We are not able to anoint the feet of Christ, but we 
can respond in a way that recognises the sacrifice that has been 
made for us. What may seem to be an extravagant sacrifice on 
our part is nothing compared to the sacrifice made for us. The 
wasteful generosity of Mary’s anointing is nothing compared to 
the generosity of God’s love for us. No matter how much we give, it 
is but a widow’s mite compared to what we receive from God. Our 
generous giving in response to God’s love can be a sacramental 
token of the loyalty, love and devotion that we have towards our 
Lord and Saviour. The act of giving reminds us of all that we have 
been given. The act of giving is our sacrifice in response to His 
sacrifice made one for all upon the cross.

As we prepare ourselves for remembering the sacrifice the Christ 
made, we may ask ourselves how we are being generous in 
response to that sacrifice made once for all upon that cross.  Let 
us take this opportunity to reflect on that sacrifice made by Mary 
at the feet of Christ. Let us take this opportunity to find our own, 
personal pint of pure nard.  Let us make our own sacrifice. Let us 
sit at His feet and offer ourselves in response to his generosity.
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