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Year C
Acts 10.34-43 or
Isaiah 65.17-25
Psalm 118.1-2,14-24
1 Corinthians 15.19-26
or Acts 10.34-43
John 20.1-18 or
Luke 24.1-12

Isaiah 43.1-21
1 Corinthians 15.1-11
or John 20.19-23
Evening Psalms
Psalms 105 or 66.1-11

Ezekiel 47.1-12
John 2.13-22
Morning Psalms
Psalms 114, 117

READINGS 

COLLECT

Principal
Service 

Second
Service 

Third
Service 

Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.

(or)

God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
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God of Life,
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us – Stuart Townsend

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give his only Son
To make a wretch of his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns his face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon the cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until is was accomplished;
His dying breath his brought me life.
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
Bit I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer;
But this I know with all my heart.
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Anglican Hymns Old and New (Rev. and Enl.) no. 317

POST COMMUNION

HYMN SUGGESTION
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In his book, Who Moved the Stone, Frank Morison suggests 
that while the male disciples fled back to Bethany to Mary and 
Martha’s house, the women most likely stayed in Jerusalem over 
that Easter weekend. Though it was dangerous they wanted to 
remain close and to express their devotion to Jesus, even at this 
most bleak of times. The kindness they had received from him 
drew generosity from them. They wanted to care for him, even 
as his life ebbed away. Two of the women stayed close on Good 
Friday and crept through the lengthening shadows so that they 
could see where Jesus was buried; they had a plan to return on 
Sunday and properly prepare his body. That Sunday morning trip 
must have been risky, they came under cover of the half-light as 
dawn was creeping over the horizon. Plus they knew the tomb 
had been sealed and had no idea know how they might open it. 
Yet still they came. Still they wanted to offer a final act of worship 
to the man from Galilee who had brought so much into their 
lives. You could say that even in that period of his death Jesus 
resurrected courage and kindness in others.

Resurrection surrounded Jesus as he travelled around. He was 
constantly reviving those who sought him out. In spirit, heart 
and mind, and on at least three occasions, in their bodies as 
well. He never held back, and seemed to make a ministry out 
of the unexpected interruptions that came his way. On one 
occasion, when a woman who had been sick for twelve years 
secretly reached out and drew healing from him in the crush of 
an excited crowd, Jesus refused to move until he could offer her 
more than this. He waited until he could look her in the eyes and 
show her how much she meant to God. She had lost everything 
over the years, money, health, dignity, and Jesus was set on 
generously resurrecting hope within her. When a rich, despised 
and disillusioned tax collector was willing to look foolish and 
climb a tree to get a look at him, Jesus burst into his life with a 
smile and an open heart. He resurrected meaning and integrity 
in Zacchaeus’s life, so much so that the whole town was blessed. 
Zacchaeus did a massive u-turn, vowing to pay back all those who 
had lost money under him. 

SERMON STARTER

Dave Hopwood 
Author and speaker 
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SERMON STARTER

And so to Sunday morning, and the feelgood ending no one saw 
coming. And once again Jesus upends expectations. Women 
were seen as second-class citizens in that day. And could not be 
witnesses in court. And yet here we find two angels at the open 
tomb telling these faithful women to go back and bear witness 
to what they have found. Jesus no longer held by death, but his 
neatly folded grave clothes a sign of his complete and perfect 
work of resurrection. 

We live in a world which longs for resurrection. Creation itself 
groans and struggles as it longs for change and a better way. 
So many lives are shattered and torn by our desperate and 
often selfish schemes of life. And even as possible solutions 
are offered up, these themselves can lead to greater fractures, 
greater strife between nations and people. Peace on earth, the 
angel announced to those hungry shepherds. So, in the light of 
resurrection, where is that now?

Well, like these faithful women we see glimpses of it as we muddle 
through our days, signs of the hope of the living Jesus. In kindness 
expressed, in those who stand up for justice, in the courage of 
ordinary people reaching out to others. In the beauty and wonders 
of creation. Psalm 8 describes us as created and called, beneath a 
skyful of stars. Tiny yet splendid – reminded of how precious and 
valued we are by these nightly signs of resurrection hope. A sign 
that we matter, that we are made by a caring creator, and that 
we are worth the life, death and resurrection of that wonderful 
man of Galilee. The prophet Habakkuk spoke of a time when the 
earth would be filled with the awareness of the glory of God, as 
the waters cover the sea. The glory is here, in so many small and 
large ways, but it’s the awareness that we sometimes lack, so easy 
to miss the presence of God as we hurtle from a to b, trying to 
keep our heads above water. There’s a saying I love, ‘changing the 
world one smile at a time’. We may or may not have the resources 
or strength to do great things but even the smallest kind word or 
action is a testimony to the presence of the glory of God, the hope 
of resurrection in this fragmented world. A sign that the God of 
all peace and hope is present with us and working through us to 
others. 
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