
 

Diocesan Mission and Growth Fund 2022 

Application Guidance for Mission Communities 

 

Aim of the fund  
For the last 3 years Children and Young People and their families have been a strategic missional 
priority for us as a Diocese. In 2019, the Diocesan Synod and Bishop’s Diocesan Council agreed to 
release £200,000 to enable Mission Communities to apply for funding which will help them to 
develop projects aimed at growing new disciples amongst Children, Young People and Families. 
The launch of the fund was postponed due to Covid. The need has become even greater with the 
impact of Covid 19 on churches, their finances and work with this age demographic, therefore we 
are now bringing forward the launch of this fund. 
 

Who can apply to the Mission and Growth fund? 
Any Mission Community which can fulfil the criteria below. 
 

What will we fund? 
Projects that reach out to children, young people and families with the aim of growing new 
disciples, which meet the funding criteria. 
 

Funding Criteria 

1. The key aim of a project must be growth in the number of disciples among children, young 
people and families and with a plan for ongoing growth beyond the two-year period. 

2. Applications need to be made by a Mission Community, rather than an individual parish. 
3. Applications can be made up to £20,000, but most grants will be for smaller amounts, with 

grants of £20,000 being rare. 
4. Projects must enable a Mission Community to grow disciples in the key Children, Young 

People & Families demographic. 
5. Grants will not be considered for the payment of utility bills or similar etc. Other streams of 

funding are available for these, and you can find help here. 
6. It is expected that any Mission Community applying for grant funding will have been paying 

its Common Fund request in full prior to Covid or have given a commitment to work toward 
fully meeting their Common Fund request in future years. Where the Common Fund 
request hasn’t been fulfilled, Neil Williams, Diocesan Finance Director, will be asked to 
approve an application. 

7. The funding will be made available over a two-year period, with the application round 
beginning in March 2022. 

https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Funding-Feb-2020-amended.pdf


Application Process  

1. It is anticipated that Mission Communities may seek advice before submitting an 
application. See here for sources and contact details.  

2. Applications will be made by submitting the Mission and Growth Fund online application 
form to the Mission and Growth Fund team. 
The application and plan will then be referred to the Archdeacon, who will be invited to 
comment on the appropriateness of the application. 

3. Projects will need to demonstrate how the Mission Community expects the funding to 
enable numerical growth among children, young people and families, and criteria for 
assessing the fruitfulness of a project will be agreed beforehand. Each application should 
be accompanied by a project plan, using the template. 

4. The maximum grant is £20,000, but the majority will be less £10,000. There is no minimum 
grant. 

5. The larger the grant, the more detailed the project plan will need to be in showing how 
specific impacts in relation to growth will be achieved and measured over the life of the 
project. Applications for smaller grants are encouraged and will not require the level of 
detail appropriate to projects requiring larger-scale funding. 

6. It is expected that Mission Communities would normally provide 50% match funding or 
show ongoing investment to build on what is achieved through the grant. 

7. Applications will go to the Scrutiny Panel, who will assess each application on the agreed 
criteria how the proposal will meet the Diocesan Vision of ‘Making New Disciples’ amongst 
Children, Young People and Families and how this growth will be sustained. The criteria for 
assessing the projects can be found here. 

 

 

Funding Timetable for Rounds 1 and 2 
 
The timetable for applications is as follows: 
 

Funding 
Round 

Applications Open 
Deadline for 
Submissions 

Panel to meet 
Funding 

Available 

Round 1 1 March 2022 30 April 2022 May 2022 July 2022 

Round 2 1 March 2023 30 April 2023 May 2023 July 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Mission-and-Growth-Contact-list-2.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nVvSXRLHDkaupBHadea14FnrTsyzsvFFjsDGTBLd6zNURjJJUTQ4OThKTzhTVUlDSE1XN1JWM0RKVC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nVvSXRLHDkaupBHadea14FnrTsyzsvFFjsDGTBLd6zNURjJJUTQ4OThKTzhTVUlDSE1XN1JWM0RKVC4u
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/DMGF-2022-Project-Planning-Tool.pdf
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/3-DMGF-Criteria-2022.pdf
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/3-DMGF-Criteria-2022.pdf


 
 

Timetable for review of Projects: 

Length of 
Project 

Funding 
Round 

Date Grant 
Funding 
Awarded 

Interim 
Report 

Review 
1 

Interim 
Report 

Review 2 
Follow up 

Review 

 
1 Year 
Grants 

Round 1 July 2023 January 
2023 

July 
2023 

January 
2024 

July 2024 N/A 

Round 2 July 2024 January 
2024 

July 
2024 

January 
2025 

July 2025 N/A 

 
2 Year 
Grants 

 

Round 1 July 2023 
January 

2023 
July 

2023 
January 

2024 
July 2024 July 2025 

Round 2 July 2024 
January 

2024 
July 

2024 
January 

2025 
July 2025 July 2026 

 

 
Reporting and Evaluation 

Those in receipt of grant funding will be expected to send an evaluation report to the monitoring 
group at the review intervals shown above. This will help to track the progress of the fruitfulness 
of each project. Monitoring will be done by a small working group, including: the Growing Faith 
Champion, Operations Manager and Mission Enabler.  

 

The evaluation reports will be expected to demonstrate: 

• An update of the work achieved to date, its impact so far (including its impact on growth in 
the number of disciples among children, young people and families, with evidence), and 
how it compares with the original time frames and objectives 

• How expenditure compares with projections 
• Plans for the future sustainability of the project 

 

If projects are not on target to achieve the mission outcomes of the project, as soon as this 
becomes apparent, the Operations Manager should be informed, and it would be expected that 
the next report explains what steps are being taken to remedy this situation. 

 

For further information about the Mission and Growth Fund, please visit our website at:  
 

https://exeter.anglican.org/ministry/mission-and-growth-fund/  

https://exeter.anglican.org/ministry/mission-and-growth-fund/
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