AN
INTRODUCTION

TO PREACHING

Why Preach?

e What are we trying
to achieve?

e Are we just filling a
space in the
service?

e Make a list of
things that might
make a sermon and
another list of
things that might
make a sermon
unhelpful?

Preaching is about bridging
text and context:

‘Engaging with biblical texts,
reading carefully, drawing out
meaning, and understanding
historical, social and literary
contexts of a text demands

quite high level analytical
skills.

-On the other hand, delivering a
sermon which connects with
our listeners requires skills of
empathy and understanding,
and ability to share experience,
tell stories and connect with
the lives and situations of
others.



FORMATION

DISPOSITIONS
AFFECT THE

UNDER- HEART

STANDINGS
AFFECT THE
HEAD

SKILLS
AFFECT THE
HANDS

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT..

‘IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO
SAY, THEY WON'T KNOW EITHER.

IF IT MEANS NOTHING TO YOU, IT PROBABLY
WON'T MEAN ANYTHING TO THEM.

IF THEY HAVEN'T HEARD IT, YOU HAVEN'T
SAID IT.

AIM TO PLANT A GRACE-FILLED TIMEBOMB



‘A MONOTONOUS
MONOLOGUE BY A MORON TO
MUTES'. R.E.O. WHITE

GOD HAS DESIGNED US SO THAT WE ARE
DRAWN IN BY AND TOUCHED BY LIVE SPEECH
IN A WAY THAT OTHER MEDIUMS FAIL TO DO.
DESPITE ALL OUR SOPHISTICATION, THERE IS

STILL SOMETHING WITHIN US THAT IS
CAPTIVATED BY ANOTHER PERSON SPEAKING
FROM THE HEART".

RICHARD LITTLEDALE, STALE BREAD

GROUP QUESTIONS:
-WHAT DOES MICHAEL MCINTYRE DO TO
DRAW PEOPLE IN?
‘WHY DOES HE DO THIS?
-HOW DOES IT HELP HIM?



PREPARATION

Preparation in

four parts
‘Who are you speaking to? ® Finding the
o Make few assumptions Idea.
e Getting a
o Use accessible language Structure
and themes o e
e Writing for
If you don’t understand things SPEECh
that are topical, research .
o e Sorting your

attitude

o Don’t rely on prior
learning



Paul then stood up in the
meeting of the Areopagus and
said: “People of Athens! | see
that in every way you are very
religious. For as | walked around
and looked carefully at your
objects of worship, | even found
an altar with this inscription: to
an unknown god. So you are
ignorant of the very thing you
worship—and this is what | am
going to proclaim to you.

“The God who made the world
and everything in it is the Lord of
heaven and earth and does not
live in temples built by human
hands. And he is not served by
human hands, as if he needed
anything. Rather, he himself
gives everyone life and breath
and everything else. From one
man he made all the nations, that
they should inhabit the whole
earth; and he marked out their
appointed times in history and
the boundaries of their lands.
God did this so that they would
seek him and perhaps reach out
for him and find him, though he
is not far from any one of us”.

WORK IN GROUPS -
SHARE AFTERWARDS

-IMAGINE YOU
ARE PREACHING
ON THIS
PASSAGE AS A
GROUP.

‘WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO
CONVEY? HOW
WILL YOU
CONVEY IT?
‘USE THE FOUR
PARTS FOR PREP



