
Give to Go Green – Round 1 follow up interview 
 

 
Why did you decide to take part in G2GG? 
 
“The subsidised energy audit highlighted several things that would improve the energy efficiency 
particularly of the Hall. It is bitterly cold in winter so as well as improving efficiency we wanted to improve 
usability for everyone. Match funding seemed like an offer we couldn’t refuse!” 
“It became available at the time we were thinking about under pew electrical heaters to replace our broken 
boiler.” 
“an energy audit recommended a number of improvements that fitted with G2GG. The match funding 
allowed us to be more ambitious in what we wanted to achieve.” 
 
How much was your fund-raising target and what are you using the funds for? 
 
“£17,000 to install solar panels on the Church Roof” 
“We considered going for £5k, then £10k and decided as a team, to take a leap of faith and go for the full 
£20k!” (Phase 3 power and infrared heaters) 
“£13,000 in total.  To install under pew electrical heaters to 16 pews.” 
“Our fund raising target was £5,000 (with matching making it £10,000) for: insulating and pipe lagging, 
Double glazing, LED lighting and energy efficient heaters” 
 
Were you confident you could reach your target and what fundraising events did you do? 
 
“It seemed impossible to raise so much in a short time, there were some doubting Thomases! We quoted 
the Loaves and Fishes, do what you can, the CofE will double it, and God will do the rest.” 
“We invited supporters to sponsor the heating of a pew for £500 per pew or part thereof” 
“Events included: A Film night; Coffee morning, bring and buy sale; a talk about St Marks history and a 
Teddy Bear parachute drop from the Tower” 
“No, we did not expect to reach our target initially. Six weeks seemed like a very short time, but a major 
effort for six weeks meant that donations poured in and we raised far more than the £5,000” 
 
What difficulties did you have in the process and how did you overcome them? 
 
“Understanding the technology of digital giving and overcoming glitches in the system were a challenge.” 
“Using the CollecTin machine to make donations was new to most people, we ensured one of us was close 
by every Sunday to give confidential assistance.”  
“Setting up the card reader in the church was a challenge as the internet connection in the church is poor.  
We had help and loaned equipment from the diocese, which worked.” 
 
Would you recommend that other churches take part in round two? 
 
YES from St Peter & St Paul, St Mark’s, St Michael’s,  St Margaret and St Andrew’s and St Mary the Virgin 

We found that this whole project was an amazing experience and brought the whole village community 

together, whether they are church-goers or not. People’s generosity was astonishing, we learnt that people 

care very much about their community assets. 

Thank you for sharing and your encouragement to others to take part! 


