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(Generosity
should be
costly.

You remember the moment Jesus witnesses
the poor widow (Luke 21:1—4) give
everything she has (two copper coins) in
the offering box. One of the points being
that if we do not feel the implications of
OUr 0OWN generosity, then we risk
undermining the impact of our gift.
When offerings are costly, they
more easily show the intent of

our hearts.

A lesser-known story is the one of King David (2
Sam 24 & 1 Chr 21) who instructed Joab, the
commander of his forces to count the number
of his growing army. Normally a census would
come with a tax, which could have helpfully
gone toward the construction of the temple.
But instead, David gives the command out of
vain curiosity, to ascertain how powerful Israel
and Judah had become under his rule.

David needed to atone for his sin, so he tried to
buy Araunah’s land for the sacrifice, but
Araunah offered to give it to him for free. David
replied ‘No, | insist on paying you for it. | will not
sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings
that cost me nothing.’

David understood the nature of God'’s intention
for offerings. When offerings are costly, they
more easily show the intent of our hearts.
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Giving when
we feel we
have nothing
to give

Have you ever felt like youve wanted to
give but simply don’t have what is needed?
Look at the story of the widow at
Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-16) whom God had
promised Elijah would provide hospitality.
On arriving at Zarephath Elijah found
that the widow had nothing to offer. In
fact, the widow and her son were literally

starving and even preparing for their own

death.

“ .\Whoever drinks the water |
give them will never thirst.

At first, we might be horrified that God would
choose someone with literally nothing in the
store to provide hospitality, but Elijah extends
God's promise to the widow once again.
Restating that if she feeds him, she'll find that
her supply of flour and oil will never run out.
The lesson is reminiscent of Jesus' meeting
with the Samaritan woman at the well (John
4:1-26), “Sir,” the woman says, “you have nothing
to draw with and the well is deep. Where can
you get this living water? Jesus says, “..whoever
drinks the water | give them will never thirst.”
The lesson teaches us that generosity in the
love of God will always stimulate spiritual
replenishment, and the knowledge that God so
often sustains us in surprising ways. 02
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Making
room 1n our
lives tor
OENErosity

The John Lewis Christmas advert (2022)
tells the story of one man’s endeavour to
learn, despite many failed atcempts and
accidents, how to skateboard. The motive
for his determination only becomes clear at
the end when we see a social worker and a
young girl clucching a skateboard waiting

to enter her new foster home.

As we read on, we are
surprised to see that her
generosity leads to life-giving
renewal and healing.

The story reveals the power of kindness and
how  generosity can  deepen human
connection. One Biblical parallel might be the
problem-solving innkeeper who instead of
turning Mary and Joseph away offers a stable.
Another story is the one of the Shunammite
Woman (2 Kings 4:8-10) who builds a room for
Elisha on the roof of her home. “One day Elisha
went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was
there, who urged him to stay for a meal.

So, whenever he came by, he stopped there to
eat. She said to her husband, “.let's make a
small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a
table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can
stay there whenever he comes to us.”
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Generosity
1s Good

News

Giving was one of the markers of the 1st
century church. Both Paul and Luke wrote
about the impact of the church’s generosity

on their wider communities.

Generosity has always been
one of the most effective
vehicles for the mission of the
Church.

Messaging around generosity ‘in the church’
can so easily be heard as generosity ‘toward the
church’ and yet one thing that' the New
Testament scriptures show is that ‘outward
generosity’, or more holistically speaking the
‘culture of generosity’, was always part of the
DNA of God's Church from the off.

Acts 2:42-47 describes how the generosity of
the first apostles led to favour and respect
being shown toward them, from people in the
wider community. And in his second letter to
the church in Corinth, Paul describes the
church as stretching ‘beyond their means' to
reflect the grace of God to those they served (2
Corinthians 8:1-5).

Both examples of generosity led to others
witnessing the Good News. Generosity has
always been one of the most effective vehicles
for the mission of the Church. Which is no
surprise, given that it is the infinitely generous
God of mission who has a Church in the world;
and the giver of all gifts, the Holy Spirit, who
empowers the good work we are called to do. 04
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Trust in God
INSPITES
OEeNEerosity

In the movie Facing the Giants, Mr
Bridges is talking to (American Football)
Coach Taylor. He says, “There were two
farmers who desperately needed rain. Both
prayed for rain but only one of them went
out and prepared his fields to receive it.
Which one do you think trusted God to
send the rain?” Coach Taylor replies,
“Well, the one who prepared his fields for
it.” Mr. Bridges says,

“Which one are you? God will
send the rain when He is ready.
It's your job to prepare your
field to receive it.”

When Moses was project managing the
construction of the sanctuary (Exodus 36:6-7),
he called upon the people to bring forward
their offerings to help make it happen. All the
skilled workers were inundated with freewill
offerings. Think DIY SOS and you'll have some
idea what it must have been like. The support
was so abundant, the Lead Foreman felt it
necessary to speak to Moses and ask him to tell
the people to stop giving!

The point is this. Unless the Lord builds the
house, those who build it labour in vain (Psalm
127:1). In all your ways acknowledge Him, and he
will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:6).
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There are so
many ways
to be
oenerous.

“But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, brought him to an inn and took
care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.
‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when'l
recurn, [ will reimburse you for any extra

expense you may have.” (Luke10:25-37)

What gifts do you have to
offer?

The Good Samaritan not only gave money, but
also gave his time, his skill, his attention, and
most of all, his compassion. We talk a lot about
stewardship in the context of money and the
importance of sustaining our mission in
financial terms; but Jesus' story about the
events on the road to Jericho reminded us that
stewardship has a far more holistic definition.
Stewardship is also about care and
responsibility, as well as the use of the gifts that
God has given us as individuals, something the
Samaritan bystander exemplified in his act of
compassion. What gifts do you have to offer?
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At times we all feel exhausted and empry,
like we can’t give any more.

Mark’s inclusion of Jesus taking ‘time out’
to pray alongside his active ministry is
striking (Mark 1:35-39). The speed of Mark’s
story telling could so easily have resulted
in a relentless retelling of one miracle after
another without any pause for reflection or

rest.

Jesus shows us that prayer
and rest are fundamental to
our capacity to give.

By the end of chapter 2 Mark had described
Jesus rebuking an unclean spirit, healing most
of the city surrounding the door of Simon's
house, travelling around Galilee casting out
demons, healing a man of leprosy, and giving
mobility back to a paralysed man. But Mark felt
the need to tell his community that amid all
this activity, the miracles, the challenges, a
profoundly generous ministry, Jesus found a
quiet place away from the activity. Friends
searched for him, companions hunted for him,
and when they found him, he was praying.

It is true that unless we learn to give to
ourselves, in the sense we must live lives that
reflect God's love for us, we cannot hope to give
something of ourselves to others. Jesus shows
us that prayer and rest are fundamental to our

capacity to give.
P y to g 07
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Joseph's gift.
SERMON (Mattﬁnewg
27:57-60)

When it was evening, there came a rich

STARTERS

man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So,
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He
then rolled a great stone to the door of the

tomb and went away.

Jesus shows us that prayer
and rest are fundamental to
our capacity to give.

Not every family could afford the expense of
owning a tomb. Most people were simply laid
to rest in the grounds in the Kedron Valley, a
sort of public cemetery. The rich, on the other
hand, provided themselves a family burial-
place worthy of their rank and social status. In
the case of Joseph, a family tomb in the
gardens west of the city.

Joseph simply lays Jesus's body in it, rolls a
stone in front of it, and goes away. He doesn't
return to Jesus’ family and friends for
compensation or to be recognized for his
philanthropy. He was moved to give, with little
thought for himself. Generosity is noticed more
when it expects nothing in return.

www.exeter.anglican.org
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——= we have been
hurt.

From Genesis 37 we hear how Joseph’s

brothers, out of jealousy, plotted against

him, threw him in an empty well, and

later sold him into slavery. They even lied
to their father saying that Joseph had been
killed by wild animals.

Setting aside our differences to

do the right thing is a sign of
Christian maturity.

Later Joseph finds himself second-in-
command of all Egypt due to his God given gift
to interpret dreams. With his new established
power and authority, he could have easily
sought revenge on his brothers. His brothers
feared his new power, so they came and
begged for his forgiveness, prompted by their
father before he died (Genesis 50:16-17). Joseph
responded, ‘Do not be afraid! Am | in the place
of God? Even though you intended to do harm
to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. So have no fear; | myself will provide for
you and your children.

Revenge was the last thing on Joseph’s mind.
Setting aside our differences to do the right
thing is a sign of Christian maturity. Learning to
be a generous person can free us from the
www.exeter.anglican.org desire to get even, and takes us along a path
that leads to reconciliation. 09
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What are the

boundaries of
your
generosity?

John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw
someone else driving out demons in Your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he
does not accompany us.” “Do not stop him,”
Jesus replied. “Whoever is not against us is
for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives
you a cup of water to drink because you
bear the name of Christ will by no means

lose the reward.” (Mark 9:38-41)

Jesus responds to the disciple’s
concern by reminding them what
it is that brings people together.

Generous people give to one another even
when they differ from one another. Jesus
responds to the disciple’'s concern by
reminding them what it is that brings people
together. It is also a good reminder that we
bear the name of Christ, and so do others. The
example Jesus gives to make the point is one
about generosity. A cup, a simple everyday
item and yet what it contains is something life
giving. Any generosity in Christ's name always
has the potential to be life giving.
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Mary and
Martha (Luke

10:38-42)

At first glance it looks as though Luke and
even Jesus may well be contrasting these
two disciples of Jesus, by affirming one and
admonishing the other. How many
sermons have you heard that approach the
passage in this way. Mary’s act of
adoration is honoured, whilst Martha’s

busyness and frustration is criticised.

The key to unlocking this
passage is verse 41

Another more generous, and some would say
more accurate interpretation sets out to
honour both. The key to unlocking this passage
is verse 41 in which Jesus says, “Martha, Martha,
you are worried and distracted by many things,
there is only one thing.”

The repetition of Martha's name conveys an
expression of affection. The two verbs in Greek
refer to anxiety and mental distraction.

Here Jesus shows understanding and
compassion and looks to help Martha see that
her work is as good as Mary's. The lesson for
Martha and for Mary and even for us, is that
whatever we do that is good, we should also
see as a gift and even adoration before God.
The problem wasn’t that Martha decided not to
join Mary at the feet of Jesus, but instead that
she couldn't see that what she was doing was
just as generous.
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Generosity in

the story of
Ruth

The book of Ruth begins by telling us the

story of a young widow’s selfless devotion

to her mother-in-law, Naomi. After the
deaths of their husbands, they return to
Naomi’s homeland, Judah, and meet Boaz.
Boaz, in a remarkable way, redeems and

provides for both Ruth and Naomi.

This story is one of many
examples in Scripture in which
an individual and a community
responds to the Giver of Life with
gratitude, generosity and giving.

Praising Ruth's devotion to Naomi, he asks his
workers on the grain field to leave extra grain
behind which Ruth is allowed to pick up.
Eventually he marries Ruth, providing support
for her and Naomi. Naomi's despair makes way
for hope and security and the community
praises God for her rescue. This story is one of
many examples in Scripture in which an
individual and a community responds to the
Giver of Life with gratitude, generosity and
giving. The church is invited to participate in
the mission of God and respond to Him with
the same attributes we see in the lives of Ruth,
Boaz and Naomi.
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