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OCTOBER
PRAYER
DIARY

Tuesday 1st – Saturday 5th

During Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we pray for all those living with breast 
cancer, their families and friends, and for all those who have lost loved ones to 
breast cancer. We give thanks for organisations working to prevent and treat 
breast cancer. We pray those who are currently fighting this disease would know 
you are near, God.

1. For the churches of the Newton Abbot Mission 
Community, their clergy Dave Brown, Gareth 
Regan, Matthew Cashmore, LLMs Graham 
Whittle, Keith Butler and for all who live and 
worship in Newton Abbot and Ogwell, and 
Milber. 

2. On the International Day of Non-Violence, we 
remember that Jesus taught us to turn the other 
cheek. We long for a world where people in power 
do not use violence to achieve change but strive 
to keep peace. “Blessed are the peacemakers for 
they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 
5:9)

3. For the churches of the North Creedy (East) 
Mission Community, their priest Janet May, and 
for all who live and worship in Woolfardisworthy 
East, Washford Pyne, Stockleigh Pomeroy, 
Puddington, Poughill, Kennerleigh, and Cheriton 
Fitzpaine with Stockleigh English. 

4. On the Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi, we 
pray his words: ‘I beg you, Lord, let the fiery, 
gentle power of your love take possession of my 
soul, and snatch it away from everything under 
heaven, that I may die for love of your love as 
you saw fit to die for love of mine.’

5. 	 For all those being licensed as Lay 
Ministers in the Diocese of Exeter today, we give 
thanks for the gifts you have given them, and 
that they have answered the call to serve. As 
they teach others, lead worship, and encourage 
the church, we pray they too would continue 
to learn more about you, and find great joy in 
serving your church.

Reflecting on the words of Psalm 55:22, we pray: 

Lord, we thank you that you are our true sustainer. We take a moment to bring our 
burdens and worries before you, knowing that you hear our prayers and grant us 
peace. May we not be shaken, but trust in you, Lord. Amen. 
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13. On Sight Loss Sunday, we give thanks for 
organisations and charities which support those 
with sight loss, particularly Torch Trust. We pray 
for all those who have suffered or are suffering 
from sight loss, and give thanks that - as this 
year’s theme reminds us - ‘we walk by faith, not 
by sight’. (2 Corinthians 5:7)

14. In our link with Cyprus and the Gulf, we 
pray for all those in training for ordained and 
lay ministry, may you give them strength and 
wisdom as they follow your call on their lives, we 
give thanks for all those who disciple and lead 
others into roles serving your church.

15. On the International Day of Rural Women, we 
acknowledge the essential role women play in 
rural communities across the globe, particularly 
in the global south. We pray for all women in 
agricultural roles, that you would sustain them 
and give them resilience through your Spirit. 

16. For the churches of the Otter Vale Mission 
Community, their clergy Lydia Cook, David 
Carrington, Mark Ward, LLMs Caroline Poultney, 
David Williamson, and for all who live and 

worship in West Hill, Saint Michael, Tipton St 
John with Venn Ottery, Payhembury, Ottery St 
Mary, Newton Poppleford, Harpford, Feniton 
with Escot, Colaton Raleigh, and Alfington.

17. On the International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty, we give thanks for charities supporting 
the most vulnerable communities in the world 
and working to break cycles of poverty. May 
we share God’s heart for justice and for those 
in need, and be generous and faithful with our 
time, money and prayers.

18. On the Feast Day of St Luke the Evangelist, 
we give thanks for his writings and pray that 
through reading the books of Luke and Acts, 
we would become more certain of who Jesus is, 
what he came to accomplish, and what it means 
to follow him.

19. For the churches of the Our Lady and All 
the Saints, North Torquay Mission Community, 
their clergy Nick Debney, Kenny Wickens, LLMs 
Pamela Macey, Rose Wills, and for all who live 
and worship in St Marychurch, St Martin, Barton, 
and All Saints, Babbacombe.

6. For the churches of the North Kenn Team 
Mission Community, their priest Martin Wood, 
and for all who live and worship in Whitestone 
with Oldridge, Tedburn St Mary, Holcombe 
Burnell, and Cheriton Bishop. 

7. On World Habitat Day, which focuses on the 
right of all people to adequate shelter, we pray 
for those who do not have sufficient space or 
safe homes, and those who have no homes at all. 
May our societies and structures become more 
just, stir us to act in generosity and love towards 
those who have little.

8. For the churches of the North Tamar Mission 
Community, their priest Philip Conway, LLM 
Richard Searight, and for all who live and worship 
in Thrushelton, Stowford, Lifton, Lew Trenchard, 
Kelly with Bradstone, and Broadwoodwidger. 

9. For the churches of the North Taw Mission 
Community, their clergy Tim Solosy, Glyn Lewry, 
Caroline Raby, LLMs Mandy Lewry, Ian Huggett 
and for all who live and worship in West Down, 
Marwood, Heanton, Punchardon, and Georgeham 
with Croyde.

10. On World Mental Health Day, we pray for 
all those struggling with their mental health, 
help us to support, encourage and pray for one 
another when we become overwhelmed. Lord, 
thank you that you call all people to come to you 
and receive your peace, and that you are ‘a very 
present help in times of trouble.’ (Psalm 46:1)

11. In our link with the Diocese of Bayeux-Lisieux, 
we pray for the small Anglican community centred 
in Caen, and their Chaplain Fr. Mark Osborne. 
We also pray for the parishes, their clergy and 
people in the area of Villers-Bocage.

12. For the churches of the Northmoor Mission 
Community, their clergy Stephen Cook, Leigh 
Winsbury, Adrian Brook, Gill George, Jonathan 
Cook, LLMs Beverley Johnson, Michael Winter, 
Gwyn Thatcher, Lawrie Townson, Maurie 
Webber, and for all who live and worship 
in Sourton, Okehampton, Northlew, Meeth, 
Lydford, Jacobstowe, Inwardleigh, Hatherleigh, 
Germansweek, Exbourne, Bridestowe, Bratton 
Clovelly, and Belstone. 

Sunday 6th – Saturday 12th

During Baby Loss Awareness Week, we pray for all those who have suffered the 
loss of a child. Lord, we thank you that you are near to those who are in pain, that 
you yourself are ‘acquainted with grief’, and that one day you will wipe away every 
tear. Help us weep with those who weep and point them towards your love.

Sunday 13th – Saturday 19th 

This week, as we mark Anti-Slavery Day, we lament the millions of people currently 
trapped in slavery around the world, including in the UK. We pray for freedom, Lord 
have mercy. Make us diligent to see exploitation around us, and give us boldness 
to give, act and pray about these issues.
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Sunday 20th – Saturday 26th

During National Adoption Week, we pray for all children who do not have parents, 
and we give thanks for those who adopt children. We pray you would stir those who 
are able to consider welcoming a child into their families, just as you have adopted 
us as sons and daughters into your family through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:5)

20. For the churches of the Our Lady of 
Glastonbury Mission Community, their priest 
David Bailey, LLW Ben Otley and for all who live 
and worship in St Francis Honicknowle.

21. For the churches of the Paignton Mission 
Community, their clergy Neil Knox, Laura 
McAdam, and for all who live and worship in 
Paignton. 

22. In our link with Melanesia, we pray for the 
Community of the Sisters of Melanesia, and 
their mission to reach young women and girls 
across Melanesia, would you protect them and 
give them perseverance. We give thanks for the 
ministry of women in Melanesia.

23. For the churches of the Paignton Christ 
Church Mission Community, their clergy Nathan 
Kiyaga, LLM David Harwood, and for all who live 
and worship in St Paul Preston and Paignton 
Christ Church. 

24. For the churches of the Pinhoe and Poltimore 
with Hope (Pinhope) Mission Community, their 
clergy Wiz Slater, Adrian Hough, and for all who 
live and worship in Pinhoe with Poltimore. 

25. In our link with the Diocese of Thika, we 
pray for Pray for the four area Archdeacons and 
the clergy in each Archdeaconry who head up 
ministry with Children, Mothers’ Union, Youth, 
Men’s groups, Mission, and Prayer Ministry. 

26. For the churches of the Plymouth Charles 
Mission Community, their priest Sophie Chatten, 
Associate Miniter Mike Knight, and for all who 
live and worship in Charles with St Matthias and 
St Simon Plymouth.

Sunday 27th – Thursday 31st

We pray for children and young people who are on half-term this week, and for 
the teachers and staff in our schools, would you bring them rest. We give thanks 
for churches hosting activities this week, and pray that children and young people 
attending would know more of who you are.

27. For the Plymouth Emmanuel Mission 
Community, their clergy Peter Shaw, Robin 
Brown, Tony Williams, Darryl Cree, Bev Cree, 
LLMs Timothy Lyddon, Pam Edwards, and for all 
who live and worship in Emmanuel with Saint 
Paul, Plymouth. 

28. On the Feast day of Simon and Jude the 
Apostles, whom you chose as your disciples, we 
remember their faith, their willingness to follow, 
and their courageous witness of your truth. We 
pray that you would give us boldness in our own 
witness, and help us to trust in you, Jesus.

29. On the International Day of Care and 
Support, we pray for carers and support workers 
and those in similar roles. May God protect and 
sustain them as they work hard - often unseen - 
to care for, rehabilitate, and serve those in need.

30. For the churches of the Plympton Mission 
Community, their clergy Lizzi Green, Richard 
Wakerell, LLM Robert Harrison, and for all who 
live and worship in Plympton St Maurice and 
Plympton St Mary. 

31. As we remember Martin Luther, the Reformer, 
we pray his words: ‘I do not have a strong and 
firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust 
you altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen my 
faith and trust in you. In you I have sealed the 
treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are rich and 
came to be merciful to the poor.’

Information included in this prayer diary is taken from the 
diocesan database where clergy and Licenced Lay Ministers 
(LLMs) have given permission to use details which are 
accurate at the time of publication. If there are any changes 
please email: operations@exeter.anglican.org

Amen.


