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Part 1

The long view



Praise to you, Jesus of Nazareth

Local boy unrecognised

Not a member of the popular set

Not a member of the priestly tribe

Coming from nowhere in particular

Israel’s passed over mining town.

Praise to you, Jesus of Nazareth



Praise to you, Fulfiller of prophecy

Disrupter of the status quo

Speaker of uncomfortable truth

Challenger of the powerful

Directing attention towards those who are 

not yet present at the feast.

Praise to you, Fulfiller of prophecy



Praise to you, Bringer of change

Catalyst of wholeness

Lock picker of closed doors

Provider of new lenses

Calling everyone from death to life: 

from isolation, competition, addiction, fear.

Praise to you, Bringer of change



Praise to you, Creator of newness

Original storyteller

Releaser of capacity

Improviser from what comes to hand

Initiator, re-imaginer and sustainer of traditions

Praise to you, Creator of newness



We come to You, seeking 

the gifts we need from 

the No One of Nazareth 

who picked the lock of 

death and opened the 

door to newness, life, and 

change.



I would love to live
as a river flows
carried by the surprise
of its own unfolding

John O’Donohue

Picture by Francesco 
Ungaro pexels.com





‘Pioneering is about becoming more truly who you are, 
not about a performance of some model of mission you 

feel you need to imitate.’



Part 2

Jesus the Pioneer



‘Looking to 
Jesus, the 
pioneer 
and perfector of 
our faith….’

Heb 12:2 NIV

Archegos: 
pioneer, 
author, 
instigator, 
prince 



Where in the Scriptures do 
you see Jesus ‘pioneering’?





Traditions and rituals Jesus initiated



Stories like the Good 
Samaritan, the Prodigal 
Son

Parables like the Sower, 
the Talents, the Mustard 
Seed

The idea of the kingdom of 
God

The Beatitudes and 
Sermon on the Mount

Original cultural 
artefacts Jesus gives 
the world
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Events and rituals Jesus initiated
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Norms Jesus re-imagined, subverted, disrupted



….start stuff

are on or go to
the edges

love the gospel and want 
to share it
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Pioneer qualities

are more energised 
being outside the 
church

connect people up

listen to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit 

are resourceful    and resilient 

love people and want to serve

are more comfortable with risk



Venture into the unknown 



Cross cultures



Types of pioneers

Reproducer
Adaptor
---------------------------------------------------
Innovator
Activist





How are you called to inhabit this 
aspect of the nature of Christ?The long view



Part 3

Jesus: humble, ‘inhabiting 
nothingness’ and playful



Resisting the instinct to control

The temptation to provide

The temptation to perform

The temptation to possess

From ‘The Christ-like God’
John V Taylor



Unless you change 
and become like 
little children, you 
cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven

Photo by Joydeep Sensama



‘Evolution has provided play as solution to 
humanity’s neurologically hard-wired preference 
for certainty, predictability and repetition, for in 
play the element of uncertainty is necessary and 

celebrated’ (Lotto, pp.285-286). 



Co-creating 
churches 
playfully



I'm giving up my understanding, my 

logic and my knowledge of what I'm 

doing and allowing God to meet me in 

that space where I'm not responsible 

for whatever the outcome is going to 

be.. through just interacting with God 

through play in the moment and the 

outcome manifests through that... 


