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When do you need permission for actions taken in
your building and churchyard as part of the Eco
Church scheme? ECO ¥ CHURCH

AN A ROCHA UK PROJECT

Our churches are making great progress in
achieving Eco Church designation. While it
is inspiring to see the activities taking place
against the five categories of church life
explored in the Eco Church survey, we
know that it can be confusing to
understand what sort of actions need
permission in line with the Faculty

Jurisdiction Rules. This guidance note is

intended to help clarify this as much as : : : :
Eco Church Gold Award recipient St Margaret & St

possible, but if you have any questions ;
Andrew, Littleham-cum-Exmouth

about your church, please contact the
Church Buildings Office (details at the end of this document).

Note: This guidance only covers the categories that include activities requiring permission.
An overview of permissions

List A No permission Generally covers maintenance carried out as
needed (record in log  part of the regular course of care e.g. refixing

book) slipped roof slates.

List B Permission from your  Includes minor repairs e.g. repointing or like
Archdeacon for like replacement of gutters.

Faculty Permission from the Major repairs, changes of material,
Chancellor of the alterations, extensions and disposals.
Diocese Anything not explicitly on List A or B.

A full list of A and B matters can be found online at
https://exeter.anglican.org/resources/church-buildings/faculties/.



https://exeter.anglican.org/resources/church-buildings/faculties/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

Buildings and energy category

e Creating a net zero action plan for your church building

The best place to start is the Church of England’s Practical
Path to Net Zero Carbon. This easy to use checklist and
advice is available online — click on the picture to the right.
The checklist even includes information on the permission
is needed for various actions.

e Undertaking regular planned maintenance of your building(s), roof(s) and gutters to
control heat loss and damp

Typically, routine maintenance is covered by List A. Small scale repairs, such as like for like
gutter replacement, needs List B permission. Anything involving a change of material would
require a Faculty.

e Draught proofing your building(s) as much as is reasonably practical

Draught proofing that does not affect the overall appearance or
operation of a door or window, or involve the replacement of a
component, can be carried out under List A. Anything else
requires a Faculty. If your church building is listed, please seek
advice first.

Installing a glazed door, or creating a lobby, needs Faculty
permission.

Installing a screen between the tower and nave would need
Faculty permission.

For windows, also see ‘Installing secondary or double ———
The glazed door at All Saints,

Withycombe Raleigh (Exmouth)

glazing, or a protective layer over windows’ below.
e Insulating all exposed heating pipes etc.

This can be carried out under List A, but should focus on pipes that are not visible in the
worship space.

e Insulating your church building(s) walls, roof(s) and floor spaces

There are very few church buildings where insulating walls would be appropriate. You may
want to consider it for your church hall, and if it is under Faculty Jurisdiction but unlisted, this
could be done with List B permission. For all listed buildings, a Faculty would be needed.

Insulating roofs and floor spaces is a complex issue in historic buildings. This should not be
done without advice from your church architect/surveyor and the DAC. Faculty permission
would be required.


https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church

Carpets are unsuitable for most historic floor surfaces. Replacing an existing carpet, providing
breathable material is used, can be carried out under List B. Installing a new carpet would
require Faculty permission. Moveable floor coverings between pews can be provided under
List A, as long as breathable material is used.

¢ |Installing secondary or double glazing, or a protective layer over windows
This is generally unsuitable for stained or historic glass.

Double glazing can be considered for modern windows, but replacement of any single glazed
timber framed windows must be with a timber framed double glazed option (i.e. not upvc).
Replacement windows require Faculty permission.

Secondary glazing of any type should not be installed without advice from your church
architect/surveyor and the DAC. Faculty permission would be required.

e Using LED lighting

Replacing existing light fittings with LED fittings can be carried out with List B permission. A
more comprehensive redesign of your lighting system would need a Faculty.

Replacing bulbs can be carried out under List A.

¢ Installing Smart Meters

This can be done under List A.

e Using zoned and localised heating solutions and interventions such as pew heating

Portable, rechargeable heated cushions do not
require permission.

Fixed, wired heated cushions can be installed with
List B permission.

Underpew heaters can be installed with List B

permission, providing the pews were made in or

e 2.

—t

after 1850 and are not of historic interest. e
England)

Underpew heaters (Church of
A single radiant heater, or over door air curtain,

can be installed under List B. More than one is classed as a ‘system’ and requires Faculty
permission.

¢ Installing a heat pump or electric boiler

A non-fossil fuel boiler, in substantially the same position as a previous boiler and using
existing or similar pipe runs can be installed under List B.

A heat pump would require Faculty permission and Planning Permission.



e Installing solar PV or other renewable energy generation
capacity

Any form of energy generation generally needs a Faculty and
Planning Permission. Installing solar PV on a church which is

not a listed building or in a conservation area can be carried

out under List B. . . 4 /
Solar PV panels (Church of England)

¢ Installing water saving devices such as water
butts

No permission is required for a water butt, although the location needs to be carefully
considered and the item maintained regularly to ensure no water comes into contact with
the church building (e.g. by over filling the butt, or a loose fitting pipe).

Land and nature category

e Providing bird boxes, bat boxes, bug hotels, hedgehog hotels, a pond or wetland area

Bat boxes, bug hotels and hedgehog hotels can be installed under List A. You should ensure
that ‘hotels’ are not positioned against any walls of the church building.

Bird boxes require List B permission.

Creating a pond or wetland area can be done under List A by making a micro-pond from a
properly sealed pot, Belfast sink or stone trough sat at ground level. Anything that involves
digging in the churchyard will need Faculty permission.

e Planting and/or managing trees and hedgerows
Trees can be planted with List B permission.

Small trees can be lopped or topped under List A (where the
diameter of any stem does not exceed 75mm measured over the
bark at a height of 1.5m above ground level).

Work to other size trees needs List B permission.

Please contact the Church Buildings Office with any queries about

felling trees. Bishop Mike planting a
tree at Eco Church Gold

e Growing food on site Award recipient St Mary,
Dunsford

Small pots and planters are an easy and inexpensive way to grow
food — and these don’t need permission. Raised beds can be
introduced with List B permission.

e Providing interpretive materials, benches/seats, a labyrinth, adaptations to improve
accessibility



Signage or noticeboards in the churchyard can be provided with List B permission.
Benches, seats and picnic benches also require List B permission.

A labyrinth mown into the grass would not need Welct;me To Our ’e @
Living Churchya =

Davon,

permission. One created using path materials

needs a Faculty.

Handrails for steps or paths can be provided with
List B permission.

Resurfacing paths and other hard-surfaced areas
with different materials requires Faculty
permission, unless the church is not a listed

J

building. Resurfacing with the same materials i
can be carried out under List A. Signage in the churchyard at Eco Church Gold

Award recipient St Margaret & St Andrew,
e Acting for land based climate resilience Littleham-cum-Exmouth

through rainwater management (e.g. using
water butts and creating rain gardens and shallow channels)

See ‘Installing water saving devices such as water butts’, above.

Rain gardens are shallow channels/depressions designed to collect and absorb rainwater,
promoting infiltration into the ground and reducing runoff. Creating one of these would
require Faculty permission.

e Planting in containers

Raised beds can be introduced with List B
permission.

e Planting in window boxes

Window boxes wouldn’t be suitable for most
of our church buildings. They could be
considered for church halls, where these are
not listed or historic buildings.

» Creating a roof or vertical garden Planting a raised bed at Eco Church Gold Award
recipient St Mary, Dunsford

This wouldn’t be suitable for most of our
church buildings. If this is something you
wanted to explore for a non-historic building, please contact the Church Buildings Office.

Community and global engagement category

e Our church promotes and/or supports sustainable transport through installing electric
vehicle charging points, providing bike racks



An electric vehicle charging point can be installed in the churchyard or car park of a listed
church under List B. Where the church is not listed, it could be installed in the churchyard or
car park under List A. List B permission would be needed to fix a charging point to an external
wall of a church hall (if not a listed building).

A bike rack can be provided under List B.

Fixing your Eco Church plaque within your church building

At present, this is not covered by List B, so please contact the Church Buildings Office for
advice.

For any works not listed above, please contact the Church Buildings Office to
clarify whether permission is required.

All applications for List B or Faculty permission should be made using the Online Faculty
System. You should aim to provide sufficient information that someone who is unfamiliar
with your church can understand the ‘what, why, where?’. Photographs,
quotes/specifications and PCC approval are always required.

For any actions requiring Faculty permission, you are encouraged to seek early advice from
the DAC.

Contact the Church Buildings Office on dac@exeter.anglican.org or 01392 2949 44/45/02/62.



https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/
https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/
mailto:dac@exeter.anglican.org

