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COMMITMENTS FOR TODAY’S MEETING

holding each other before (God In prayer

praying for the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit

learning together from Scripture and from each other

enabling everyone to speak, making space for those whose voices have not yet been heard to contribute,
without putting people on the spot if they don't wish to speak

avolding interrupting each other, instead acknowledging what others say before moving on to have our say

keeping confidential anything personal that is shared

taking care about how we speak about others who are not in the room

looking out for and being sensitive to people’s feelings
giving each other time to reflect before sharing with others

learning together how we can live more fully in the way of Christ




BACKGROUND INFO FOR QUESTIONS

* \When a question refers to ‘church’, please answer on behalf of your church, parish, chaplaincy, or group of
churches, whichever is most appropriate to your situation.

The questions aim to get feedback on the principle and workability of the draft proposals. If you are
unable or unwilling to answer a particular question or respond to a particular statement, you may choose to
skip It.

Feedback gathered via Mentimeter is anonymous. Individuals or specific churches cannot be named and it
IS not possible to connect Individual respondents to specific answers. High level, aggregated, data will be
drawn together and reported by Diocese. There I1s no personal detall or data stored.

The full draft Code of Practice and draft Guidance for the use of the Prayers of Love and Faith (PLF), with

accompanying commentary were published as a General Synod paper in February 2025 and are available
on the LLF website.

We appreciate and understand most participants will provide feedback on their understanding of the draft
proposals based on the information provided in the update leaflets & video.
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Informal Diocesan Consultations - Feedback
on LLF draft proposals

Follow the link in the QR code, or go to Menti.com and fill in the code displayed at
the top
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1. How familiar are you with the LLF process to date?

15

Very familiar Somewhat familiar Not familiar

1
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3.How does LLF feature in the life of your church? (choose all that apply)

Hosted/attended LLF Held other group Held sermon series Held PCC Other (i.e. had informal Not a feature really
Course discussion conversation conversations)
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4. Use of the Prayers of Love and Faith in your church:

24

MNot discussed the use of the PLF Discussed & not opted in Discussed & opted in to currentuse Opted in to use the PLF but are Other Not aware/do not know

(private & regular services) waiting for bespoke services
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L LF spring update draft proposals




PROPOSAL ELEMENTS: ALL IN DRAFT

PLF opt-in under Canon B5

Clarity on timeline and
process for consideration

of removing restrictions
clergy in SSM

Pastoral reassurance

rivate use: regular worshi
pbespoke services

through a form of

delegated episcopal

ministry

Three-year period of
discernment monitoring and
reflecting on use of the PLF and

take up of pastoral reassurance
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GUIDANCE AVAILABLE FOR USE OF PLF

Draft Code of Practice Existing materials

from the LLF
suite, including:

Draft guidance for
the PLF, including in
‘bespoke’ services:

on Pastoral

Reassurance including:

* seeking discernment * possible arrangements e Braver & Safer
& navigating for delegated episcopal
disagreement ministry

» guidance for use of * consequential * LLF Course
the PLF arrangements

* registration and

consultation process * Implementation * Pastoral Principles




HOW TO DECIDE TO OPT-IN TO THE USE OF PLF?
HIGH LEVEL SUMMARY - MORE DETAIL IN DRAFT GUIDANCE

O O

|

A minister may decide Minister & PCC have

to consider using the conversation about
Prayers (in bespoke the use of the Prayers,
services). This can be consulting the wider
prompted by pastoral church community
need or an active If desired.
request.

Depending on the
outcome of the
conversation, a

minister can decide to
g0 ahead with
pespoke
use of the Prayers and
registers this with the

Diocesan Bishop.

1

Optional: The church
adds a ‘PLF’ tag to

Its account on

AChurchNearYou.com
Alternatively,

the minister does not

opt-in to the use of the

Prayers and no further

action IS heeded.




REQUESTING PASTORAL REASSURANCE
HIGH LEVEL SUMMARY - DETAILS IN DRAFT CODE OF PRACTICE

3 4

A PCC may request
Pastoral Reassurance.
The PCC should first

speak to their diocesan
bishop to understand
different perspectives,

ministerial needs, and
concerns.

A PCC may request PR based
on the bishop’s action taken
or statements made, not on

what a bishop Is alleged to
think. If a PCC wishes to
proceed after step 1, they can
make a decision by simple
majority, following
consultation with the wider
worshipping community.

A PCC may then write to Pastoral Reassurance

thelr diocesan bishop may be granted and the

requesting Pastoral PCC'’s request

Reassurance, detailing may be made public

their grounds for the

| alongside the bishop’s
request. The diocesan

bishop responds within agreement.

four to six weeks.




FAQ ON THE DRAFT PROPOSALS

Why are the pmposals in draft?

The proposals are being developed over the course of 2025. The House of Bishops aim to
discuss and revise the draft proposals so that they will come to General Synod for debate
and decision In February 2026. A wide range of views will be gathered via informal
consultations for consideration by the College and House of Bishops to help refine the final

proposalts.

What about theological advice?
The theological advice to date has been made public by the Faith and Order Commission
and Episcopal Reference Group in various updates to General Synod. They can be found on
the LLF website as well, together with the draft) proposals and background info.

|s there more detail available on the proposals?
The draft Code of Practice and draft Guidance on the Prayers of Love & Faith are available In
full on the LLF website. They were published as General Synod paper in Feb 2025. The
leaflets aim to give an update in as simple language as possible.

O
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5.\Which of the available resources on the draft proposals have you read (or
seen, in case of the video) ahead of today's meeting?

43 44

18
11

General update leaflet Theology update leaflet Draft Code of Practice Draft guidance ontheuseof  Update video with +Martyn Other (ie. FAOC/ERG papers) | have not read/seen any of

the PLF the mentioned resources
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o. Please give your opinion on the following statements about the proposals.
On a scale from 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly disagree);

| understand the basis of the proposals

| see the need for pastoral reassurance if the PLF are available for standalone/bespoke services

lhaveconcerns that these proposals are too complex to be workable

Pastoral reassurance based on delegated episcopal ministry is only sufficient for the introduction of the standalone PLF, not for further

changes

| think we need acompletely different solution, not the one suggested in the draft proposals

Strongly agree Strongly disagree




M Mentimeter

8. If the bespoke PLF are introduced alongside this form of pastoral
reassurance, do you think your church would:

23

Opt in to Pastoral Reassurance Not opt in to Pastoral Reassurance Not opt in to Pastoral Reassurance | do not know

as not needed as not sufficient
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The feedback submitted will be used by the LLF Team & Programme
Board to make any Initial changes to the draft proposals for clarity.

A fuller report on the feedback will accompany any further draft

proposals as these are considered by the House of Bishops and, If
supported by the HoB, by General Synod.

Feedback gathered via Mentimeter iIs anonymous. Individuals or
specific churches cannot be named and it Is not possible to connect
Individual respondents to specific answers. High level, aggregated,
data will be drawn together and reported by Diocese. o




PLANNED TIMELINE

coo MR
(B))
May 2025

House of Bishops meeting to
discuss theological advice on
doctrine of marriage, Delegated

Episcopal Ministry and clergy
In same sex marriage.
alals

Apr - Oct 2025

£
Informal consultations with

Diocesan Synod members

and other stakeholders to ask

for feedback on workability

and impact of proposals.

Oct 2025

House of Bishops meeting

to discuss further theological
advice from the Faith

and Order Commission.

O

(=

Dec 2025

House of Bishops to decide on
the final draft proposals to go
to General Synod.

U=

@::

Feb 2026

If the House of Bishops agrees,
full proposals brought to GS
for debate & decision.




QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK |

The LLF team will host Zoom webinars for General

& Diocesan Synod members to clarify any factual
enquiries about the proposals:

* Wednesday 11 June, 11Tam and 7pm

* WWednesday 23 July, T1Tam and 7/7pm

* Wednesday 17 September, 1T1am and 7pm

Please contact llf@churchofengland.org to register

for the webinar or with any further feedback or

questions. O
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Thank you for

participating in this

session






