April Monthly Reflection
Keeping a good Easter
One thing I find a bit strange about the Church of England is the way we seem to focus more on Lent than on Easter.  I know the Lectionary gives us 6 Sundays in Lent and 7 in Easter, but it’s easy to feel that Easter is over once we are back to work after the Easter holidays.
This same balance can be found in theological textbooks which will give a chapter or more to trying to explain how Christ’s death on the cross saves us and then skips over the resurrection and the ascension.  But without the resurrection Christ died on the cross and stayed dead.  It’s another martyrdom, another person being crushed by the power of the Roman state.
But Christ did indeed rise and then ascended to the righthand of God the Father.  In raising Jesus from the dead God confirmed that Jesus is who he says he is, God as a human being.  So, what he spoke and taught comes straight from God.  The resurrection also shows us that Jesus is the pioneer of our faith, our trust that nothing can separate us from the love of God, not even death itself, is rooted in historical reality.
So how are you going to celebrate this for the full 50 days of Easter, from Easter Sunday to Pentecost?  If you gave up something for Lent to help you come closer to God, what could you take up for Easter?  What will show your joy to those around you, that each day we can say ‘Alleluia Christ is risen: he is risen indeed, Alleluia’!
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