September Monthly Reflection
CREATION IN CHRIST
Brown lawns, desiccated herbaceous borders, hosepipe bans, searing heat in the daytime, difficult sleeping conditions at night—no resident of the UK can be in any doubt that summer 2026 has been one of the hottest and most drought-ridden ever, if it doesn’t actually end up holding a record.  Those who remember the summer of 1976 will recognise conditions of even greater severity now, exactly half a century later, but this time as part of an increasingly evident pattern over recent years rather than an exceptional event.
The evidence for climate change caused by human interaction with the environment has been clear to the scientific community and the wider public for a considerable period; the summer we have experienced this year has brought home the magnitude of the changes humanity now faces, even if future increases in global warming can be limited in line with international goals—an aim of which the achievement in practice is far from being guaranteed.
Indeed, brown lawns and wilting borders are as nothing compared to the risk of increasing hunger if not starvation for millions of people around the world in increasingly hostile climates with marginally sustainable food supplies, in the context of the diminishing food security which all nations cannot now but address.
Compounding all those problems is the effect of climate change in the winter months in geographies such as ours, where summer heat and drought are increasingly followed by extremely wet winters and flooding with all the disruption to homes and lives that entails.
Thankfully all is not doom, at least not yet.  The gifts of human ingenuity are as real as they ever were, and the growing commitment by such a large part of our society to addressing the roots of climate change through modified behaviour patterns and investment in new ways of harnessing energy is plain to see, not least—often passionately so—among younger people.  
In particular, the remarkable response among church communities in this diocese to the Give to Grow Green initiative has been heartening.  More and more, churches are incorporating reflection on environmental concerns into their thinking and planning around their local mission and ministry—taking a lead in our wider society in a way which is truly prophetic.
The Biblical tradition of the Old and New Testaments is clear that the universe and everything in it is absolutely dependent on God for its coming into being and its continued existence, or (to put it the other way round) that God’s absolute creativity is the source of all that is.  At the same time, Holy Scripture witnesses to the trust God has placed in humanity as that part of God’s earthly creation God has called to steward and care for the rest of it.
One of the gifts of the increasing awareness of this responsibility among all church traditions has been greater attention in our corporate spiritual life to the relationship of humanity to God as Creator.  One of the fruits of this awareness has been the welcome ecumenical adoption of a ‘Season of Creation’ extending from the start of September to the St Francis of Assisi’s day on October 4th.
As part of this initiative, the General Synod in July gave final approval to what has been describe as the most significant piece of liturgical business in a generation:  the new Festival of Creation in Christ on the first Sunday in September.  This offers a significant new opportunity each year for church communities in the Church of England to reflect on God’s creative act in Christ, ‘through whom all things were made’, and on the responsibility for creation to which God calls us all.
As we enter the month of September and with it the season of Creationtide, I commend this new festival with its central theological and moral themes to our celebration and reflection in our local churches.  May it help us to grow more deeply into our calling to fulfil the trust God has placed in his human creation for the sake of the world God has made.
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