November Monthly Reflection
Dear brothers & sisters in Christ,
Our church year is drawing to a close; as one year is ending, we are looking forward to the beginning of a new. My heart rejoices as drizzle dampens my coat (but certainly not my spirits) and darkness falls in the early evening. In the midst of the darkness of this world, it is the light of Christ that wants to lead us and Christ’s call beckons us to follow.

Christ calls us and he sends us – the first is inseparable from the second. According to Matthew’s Gospel, the risen Christ’s final (the ‘great’) commission makes this clear: “go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Bishop Mike, in his latest Ad Clerum, reminds us that the new church year (Advent 2026 – November 2027) is the year of Missional DNA. He writes: “it means being caught up in the love of God for the world He sent his Son to bring home to Himself – whether as individuals or as churches - and that means being caught up in the life and work of Jesus in the power of His Spirit, 24/7.”

We cannot separate our faith in Jesus Christ and our worship from our daily lives as followers of Christ. The world we live in is full of challenges, darkness seems to push out light, hopelessness and pain can test our beliefs. Our calling is to proclaim the Good News of Christ, to preach, to live and to bear witness to our Lord and Saviour.

Christ calls us and he sends us into the reality of this world.

My own personal faith and calling has been deeply influenced by the German pastor, and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who writes in his book The Cost of Discipleship: “if our Christianity has ceased to be serious about discipleship, if we have watered down the gospel into emotional uplift which makes no costly demands and which fails to distinguish between natural and Christian existence, then we cannot help regarding the cross as an ordinary everyday calamity, as one of the trials and tribulations of life. We have then forgotten that the cross means rejection and shame as well as suffering.”

When we commit ourselves to Christ, we are not promised an easy life, a life without challenge and free of pain. We are, however, promised that Christ will be with us always, to the end of the age. The promise of the risen Christ is our light, our hope and brings a peace which this world cannot bring.

Christ calls us and he sends us. So, let us go out and shine as a light in the world by the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ - to the glory of God.
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