MAKE IT A ‘REAL’ ADVENT: This year’s Real Advent
Calendar from The Meaningful Chocolate Company has
undergone a redesign. It is the only Advent calendar to
include an activity story booklet alongside the yummy
Fairtrade chocolate surprises found behind each door. And
there is free delivery for churches and groups if ordered
before 1 November. Visit www.realadvent.co.uk.
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EFORE you read
on, cover the
next paragraph
with your hand!
Now see if
you can recite the three
priorities that Bishop Robert
has set for the Diocese
at the start of his time as
Bishop of Exeter.
How did you do?!
The three priorities are:
Growing in prayer; Making
new Disciples; Serving the
people of Devon with joy.
I suspect it is not by
chance that growing in
prayer comes first. It may
even be the hardest to
achieve. In our activist age
full of strategies, initiatives
and restless anxieties,
the great desire is to be
doing. There are targets to
meet, diaries to fill, goals
to achieve, all against
a background of the
incessant chatter of news
and social media.
Contrast that with
the way Jesus calls his
disciples to come apart and
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rest awhile, and himself
spends time alone in prayer
before the great decisions
and events of his ministry.
“Lord, teach us to pray”,
ask the disciples and he
teaches them to pray for
God’s Kingdom to come
and his will to be done. He
uses stories of a widow
pestering a judge and a
father giving gifts to his
children as pictures of the
nature of prayer.
Prayer has all the
ingredients of our everyday
conversation and more:
thanking, sharing, arguing,
asking, apologies, listening,
expressing deep feelings
to another, sitting in silence
together. The church has
rather complicated words
for this (intercession,
adoration, contemplation
et al) but the easiest way to
start, as one saint has said,
is to think of Jesus sitting in
the chair next to you – and
to start talking to him.
Prayer comes first
because it opens us to God
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“

Think of Jesus sitting
in the chair next to
you - and start talking
to him.

”

in recognition that this is
God’s world, not ours and
his church, not ours. If we
are to make new disciples
and serve our communities
with joy, if we are to work
for justice and stand up for
the downtrodden, it will be
through activity interwoven
and suffused with prayer.
As the Psalm puts it,
“Unless the Lord builds the
house, those who build it
labour in vain”.

+NICK MCKINNEL, BISHOP OF CREDITON

Diocesan Communications Unit
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DEVON
Solidarity
in serving
overseas

V

OLUNTEERING to serve
overseas with charities and
church projects is important
for many Christians who want
to experience first-hand the
reality of life for people living in other parts
of the world.
Despite dangers, such as the extreme
events in Syria and Iraq and the Ebola
crisis in parts of Africa, many are
undeterred and continue to volunteer on
both short-term and longer term projects.
In our Diocese the Rev Lawrence Braschi
has just been ordained as a deacon. He is
the son of missionaries and lived in the Far
East. He says, “My father went to Ukraine
recently and was aware there of how much
relations with the wider Church mean for
Christians in places where conflict and
danger are very present. Many Christians
go overseas as an expression of solidarity
in the body of Christ, to encourage one
another with spiritual blessing.”
He adds, “The motivation for me to
share the love of Jesus, whether through
words, prayer, or acts of charity are the
same here in Plymouth as it is in Beijing or
Shanghai.”
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James and Susy Putnam preparing for their trip.

Plymouth teachers James and Susy
Putnum will work with people in the South
Indian Province of Kerala on a six-month
placement with Christian charity US. They
leave in January and will be involved in
supporting the church’s work with children
with disabilities, a women’s support centre,
children’s homes and a hostel for the
homeless. Susy says, “I am looking forward
to gaining a new understanding of cultures
and other expressions of Christianity.”
The Rev Chas Deacon is Overseas
Mission and Development Officer for the
Diocese of Exeter. He says, “We have
several Companion Links, including Cyprus
and the Gulf, Thika in Kenya, the Roman
Catholoc Diocese of Bayeux-Lisieux in
Normandy and Melanesia. These links
teach and inspire us so much. Often
they are living their faith in daily fear of
persecution and poverty and yet they
display a generosity of faith and witness.”
He adds, “An overseas visit can rekindle our faith and stir us up in God’s
mission here. They assist us in lifting our
hearts, minds and imaginations above local
circumstances and current challenges
where we are tempted to falter.”

Rev Mike Partridge, Team Rector in the
Clyst Mission Community, joined with
over 100 other people, aged eight to 88,
in abseiling down the church tower to
raise funds for Broadclyst church. Over
£6,000 was raised for the church with
local charities also beneﬁting from the
event co-ordinated by the Royal Marines.
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E need
to move
forward
with
confidence
when talking about giving
in the Church. Successfully
addressing the Church’s
need to receive realistic,
long-term giving may
give your parish greater
opportunity to fulfil its call
to mission.
The Parish Giving
Scheme (PGS) was initially
devised in the Diocese
of Gloucester to try and
alleviate the burden of
parish treasurers, whilst
also increasing planned
giving. Donations can
be made on a monthly,
quarterly or annual basis.
They are collected by
Direct Debit on the 1st
of the month. The gift,
plus any related Gift Aid
is then passed back to
the specified church by

Giving with

Confidence
the 10th of the month. A
unique feature of the
scheme is the option to
increase the gift annually in
line with inflation.
The success of the
scheme in Gloucester has
led to it being implemented
in Chichester, Winchester,
and now Exeter. PGS
has been piloted with 10
parishes in the Diocese,
and has had a measurable
impact upon giving. One
treasurer says, “This is
a great project that is
very professional with all
administration handled by
Gloucester and regular

payment of donation plus
reclaimed tax paid direct
into our account. It is highly
recommended.”
Mission work cannot
happen without sacrificial
giving. As it says in
Hebrews 13:16, ‘Do not
neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing
to God.’
For details email Katie.
roscorla@Exeter.anglican.
org or go to ‘Encouraging
Giving’ on the Diocese of
Exeter website.
KATIE ROSCORLA
MISSION RESOURCES ADVISER

ORDINATIONS: The Bishop
of Exeter ordained 19 new
Deacons, and six new
Readers, alongside other
Readers being licensed to
serve in Devon (pictured
left), in special services
at Exeter Cathedral in
September. More details at
www.exeter.anglican.org

Anna
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IOCESAN
DIRECTOR of
Mission and
Unity Canon
Anna NormanWalker, a familiar face to
many, is to become full-time
Canon Chancellor of Exeter
Cathedral at the end of this
month. Anna has worked

moves on
in mission

in her current role for four
years, with part of her time
spent as Canon Missioner
at the Cathedral.
She has particularly
enjoyed experiencing the
wide variety of church life
offered throughout our
Diocese and says, “I have
had the opportunity to
visit all sorts of churches
and mission communities
throughout the Diocese.
From small tiny, rural
churches to lively, large
city centre churches. I
have seen cafes for the
homeless, been wafted
with incense, attended
pet services, spoken at
big evangelical events and
pub outreach evenings. I
have loved being able
to make a contribution
to these local,
imaginative outreach
initiatives.”
Regarding
the ‘Million for
Mission’ fund
which she
oversaw, she
speaks of the
“excitement
of seeing
parishes
stepping
out and

getting creative. “It was
amazing,” she adds.
In her new role, Anna
will have particular
responsibility for mission
work in the life of the
Cathedral and is looking
forward to continuing with
the monthly Holy Ground
service and the Friday night
soup kitchen, as well as
developing new ideas and
initiatives.
She says, “Holy Ground
is a contemplative, creative
service. There is also a
café and we have speakers
and Q&A sessions.
People from across the
Diocese including people
in parish churches come
to experience something
different.”
She says, “We [Cathedral
staff ] are wanting to take
seriously our desire to grow
and to be a real presence
in the City.”
She finishes, “I have
loved the last four years
but I don’t think I can be an
adviser for too long. I want
to be more hands on and
this role will let me do that.”
Anna will be installed
in her new post during
Evensong on Wednesday
26 November.

