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We are an Easter people

I

The Rt Revd Robert Atwell
Bishop of Exeter

“

Resurrection
is more than
a doctrine:
It is a reality
to be lived
each day.

”

PUT A LOT of effort into
the forty days of Lent, but
less energy into the fifty
days of Easter. Yet during
this season I am invited not
just to feast and to celebrate,
but to be transformed. The
death and resurrection
of Christ challenges us to
dig deep, to get under the
superficiality of so much of
our daily existence and to
contemplate eternal realities,
the self-giving love of God in
Christ, and the power of that
love to transform.
Resurrection is more than
a doctrine: it is a reality to
be lived each day. It requires
as much effort, imagination
and practice as does the
observance of Lent. I am
challenged not just to
remember the events of
Easter, but to be changed by
them. As St Paul puts it, ‘If you
have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things above,
not on things that are on the
earth’ (Colossians 3.1,2). In
short, I need to re-focus my
perspectives.
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Walking the road
As we walk the Emmaus
Road with the risen Lord
and engage with him in
the conversation of our
life, we glimpse how our
humanity can be healed and
transformed by grace. The
more we become aware
of this possibility and the
experience of resurrection in
this life, the more the hope
of final resurrection after
our physical death to which
the gospel points makes
sense. We will only grasp the
meaning of resurrection as
our ultimate destiny when we
realise that it is a country we
have already entered and are
exploring now.
St Augustine says, ‘We are
an Easter people and Alleluia
is our song’. How might we
be an Easter people this
year? How might we ‘live the
resurrection’ now? Let the
joy of the resurrection be the
hallmark of our life in Christ
and let ‘Alleluia’ be our song.
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Bishop opens
Learning Garden

A

DULT LEARNERS on a
gardening course are
benefiting from over an acre
of land opened up for them
by the Bishop of Exeter in the
Palace grounds. The ecotherapy course
‘Growing People, Growing Places: Personal
Development through Horticulture’ is
managed by Exeter CVS and Bicton College
and sponsored by the Skills Funding Agency
and local businesses.
The first group of adults have begun
their 12-session training programme after
students and staff from Bicton College
worked tirelessly to clear the garden area.

“

This fantastic space will greatly
contribute to the wellbeing,
recovery and rehabilitation of
adult learners with multiple
and complex needs.

”

www.exetercvs.org.uk/horticulture

The course aims to build confidence
through personal development and leads to
a qualification in practical horticulture skills.
ECVS Learning Centre Manager Fiona
Carden says, “We are so grateful to the
Bishop for opening this fantastic space to
our learners. To be able to offer this unique
opportunity right in the city centre is a
fantastic gift and will greatly contribute to
the wellbeing, recovery and rehabilitation
of adult learners with multiple and complex
needs.”
The Bishop of Exeter, the Rt Revd Robert
Atwell, commented, “I am delighted to be
working in partnership with Bicton College
and Exeter CVS on this horticultural project
in the Palace vegetable garden. It’s a
privilege to be able to do so, and I am glad
that the students are able to benefit from it.”

A SPORTING CHANCE: A chance to find out more about sport and
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the opportunities it presents for churches in their communities is offered
in a Sports Ministry Day on 29 April. Taking part are representatives from
Christians in Sport, Engage 2015 (Rugby World Cup),
Christian Surfers and Scripture Union. The event runs
from 10am to 3pm in St Leonard’s Church, Exeter.
Bring your own packed lunch. To attend contact
Andy Dodwell by email acdodwell@gmail.com

A

S OUR
thoughts
begin to turn
to summer
holidays and
other getaways, why
not try something a little
different in the form of a
parish pilgrimage? Last
July 11 teenagers and four
adults walked the last
113km of the ‘camino’ the
ancient pilgrimage route to
Santiago de Compostella
in north western Spain. A
‘Million for Mission’ grant
subsidised the trip for the
members of ‘On the Edge’
an ecumenical churchsponsored community
initiative to support young

W

SEARCH & RESCUE
Prepare
for pilgrimage

‘On the Edge’ Pilgrims

people in the parishes of
Chagford, Drewsteignton,
Gidleigh and Throwleigh.
Christopher Southgate,
one of the leaders, said,
“Each of us took different
things away – be it the
running jokes of the week,
or the moment of skipping

ITH SALES reaching
beyond a million last year
and consumers voting it
their favourite fairtrade
egg, anticipation for this
year’s Real Easter Egg is high. Each year
the content of the Real Easter Egg changes
and this year the blue egg contains a unique
3ft storybook/banner. The Premium Peace
Edition contains an olive wood key ring
made in Bethlehem. There is also a dairy
free dark chocolate egg available. Each egg
sold also includes a charitable donation.
David Marshall, who heads up the
Meaningful Chocolate Company, said;
“We can be found in Tesco, Waitrose and
Morrison’s. However, we make very little
from supermarket sales so we do rely on
direct sales from churches and schools.
Last year we sent more than 400,000 eggs
through the post. This is a very positive
example of putting our faith into practice
so I hope churches will support this year’s
Real Easter Egg campaign by visiting
www.realeasteregg.co.uk and ordering.”

and singing down the hill
towards Santiago, or eating
octopus and making up
poems in a Spanish village
square, or the Pilgrim Mass
in the Cathedral on our
last day.
“But for all that was, may
God’s name be praised.”

The UK’s
favourite
Fairtrade Egg
The 2015 range

Dartmoor Search & Rescue are
available 24 hours a day, 365 days
a year. They respond to a range of
emergencies, both on and off the moor,
rescuing people in need of help. One of
their members, Andy Barton, is a priest
serving in the Tavistock Deanery. Here
Andy tells us of the similarities between
the two roles in his life.

L

AST SEPTEMBER was quite a
month in the Barton household,
including as it did my ordination
as a priest and the awarding of my
red Dartmoor Rescue jacket. I have
a cupboard at home in which my priest
vestments and Dartmoor Rescue gear hang
side by side. It is fitting that they share the
same space. Both are the culmination of
training, encouragement and blessing,
and each helps me to better understand
the other.
The purpose of Dartmoor Rescue is to
save lives in wild and remote places. Each
call out is unique but there are three phases
to our work - locate, help and evacuate.
The first task is to find the missing person
or group. Once those in trouble have been
found we render whatever help is needed,
either simple encouragement or serious
medical assistance.
When they are in a position to be
evacuated, our next job is to get them to
safety. This might be simply walking with
them, or carrying them on a stretcher, or
summoning the Air Ambulance for a rapid lift
to hospital.
I believe the call of a priest, indeed of
all Christians, is to join in Christ’s work of
“locating, helping and evacuating” all God’s
children in this wild world. What does this
look like where you live or work? All people
are in danger of being distracted off the path
of life lived to the full, and losing our way.

Andy at the church with his search and rescue gear

“

The call of all Christians is to
join in Christ’s work of ‘locating,
helping and evacuating’ all God’s
children in this wild world

”

The parable of the lost sheep encourages
us that Christ comes looking for us, and
once found we are carried home. As we
celebrate the story of God’s love this Easter
may we train, encourage and bless each
other to better serve all those who need us
to respond to their emergencies, in whatever
form they come.

