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Summer
is a-coming in

A

UGUST used to
be the main time
when people
took holidays,
and for those
with school age children it still
is. Others now take holidays
and short breaks at any time
of the year. One thing is
certain: Devon will be full of
holiday-makers this August,
enjoying our beautiful county,
its beaches and countryside.
As the old English folk song
has it: ‘Sumer is icumen in!’
The word ‘holiday’ is,
of course, a contraction of
‘holy day’. In fact many of
our public holidays derive
from the celebrations of the
Christian year. The idea of
a special day of rest comes
from the Jewish practice of
the Sabbath which Christians
turned into Sunday, a special
weekly celebration of the
resurrection of Christ.
Festivals are a feature of all
religions, but there continues
to be something unique
about the Jewish observance
of the Sabbath with its strict

!

emphasis upon rest from
work and human effort. The
Sabbath is designed to be
a day of peace and quiet
before God, not a day of
religious striving to find God.
If you think about it, it is quite
a revolutionary idea.
Over the last twenty years
or so we have seen the
effects of the deregulation
of Sunday and the effective
abandonment of trading
restrictions. For many in
Britain today this feels like
a gain, but in the process
Sunday has disappeared into
the all-too-human-centred
greyness of the rest of the
week. It isn’t only religiously

CHURCH OF ENGLAND

DEVON

inclined people who have
lost out, society as a whole
has lost out and especially
family life. As a generation I
sometimes think we are
too busy.
Whether or not we are
going away this August, I
hope the holiday atmosphere
will help us all to relax, to
stand back from the hurlyburly of things and re-focus
our priorities. After all, God
began it all with the original
Sabbath rest on the seventh
day of creation when He
finished the work of creation
and deemed it to be ‘very
good’. May our holidays and
our holy days train our eyes to
see the goodness of God in
the world and rejoice in
his grace.
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REE YEW SAPLINGS are on offer to
churches and communities as part
of a new campaign to celebrate the
heritage of the nation’s ancient yew
trees to mark the 800th anniversary
of Magna Carta.
Great Britain has one of the world’s
greatest collections of ancient and veteran
yews, with Devon having some of the oldest
trees - many of which would have been alive
at the time of the Magna Carta.
The Conservation Foundation’s We Love
Yew project will encourage communities to
discover more about their local heritage, by
using their guide to research the
history of their yew. Grants are
also available for putting
on exhibitions, creating a
book or a performance
to tell others about the
historic yew and some
funds are available to
support the care of the yew
tree. Non-profit groups such as
churches and parish councils can
also apply for a free yew tree sapling.
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Dame
Sarah
is new
Devon
bishop

R

EVD DAME Sarah Mullally
is to be the next Bishop of
Crediton. Dame Sarah is
currently Canon Treasurer
at Salisbury Cathedral. Prior
to ordination Dame Sarah was the
government’s Chief Nursing Officer
for England. She was consecrated in
Canterbury Cathedral in July.
Everyone is invited to
attend a special welcome
service in Exeter
Cathedral at 4pm on 12
September. See page
3 for an interview with
Dame Sarah.

we love

YEW

Martyn Goss, Exeter Diocesan
Environmental Officer said: “Some of
the oldest trees in Devon are yews, and
frequently found in local churchyards. They
are especially important for wildlife in terms
of habitat and food source. Planting young
yew trees is a great way of leaving a green
legacy for future generations.”
This project is supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund and run in association with
the Church of England which has 155 of
the country’s estimated 214 English ancient
yews in its churchyards. For details visit
www.weloveyew.org
Yew tree in a churchyard near to Stoke Gabriel, estimated
to be 1,500 years old. ©Stanley Walker, licensed for reuse
under CCL bit.ly/1brPrry

The challenge of homelessness

O

VER 70 people
from Devon
churches and
housing projects
joined the
Housing Justice Roadshow in
Exeter to share insights into
the housing situation across
the county.
Low wages and lack of
affordable housing contribute
to making homelessness
a serious issue in Devon.
Chairing the day, Douglas
Dettmer, Archdeacon
of Totnes, stressed the
importance for everyone of

‘a place’ where we can make
a life for ourselves.
According to local
research, people facing
homelessness find strength
to combat the sense of
isolation when listened to in
mentoring projects and day
centres run by local charities
and churches. This summer
CHAT (Churches Housing
Action Team) commemorates
20 years of serving people
with housing difficulties. Mid
Devon’s newest project,
Gateway in Sidmouth, began
this year in response to the

death of a homeless man on
the seafront, Thanks to advice
from Gateway, Revd Mark
Barrett, Sid Valley Mission
Community, was able to write
a letter that prevented a
homeless man in temporary
shelter from being forcibly
evicted without a court order.
And earlier this year,
thanks to seven Paignton
churches working together, a
nightshelter provided supper
and a bed for 20 guests.
For more information visit:
housingjustice.org.uk

NEWS IN BRIEF

Indoor
Labyrinth
at Holy
Trinity
Church
Salcombe

CONGRATULATIONS to Revd Karl Freeman, Rector
of Emmanuel Church in Plymouth and Garry Reed,
headteacher of Swimbridge CofE Primary School,
who have been awarded MBEs in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours - Karl for his work as army chaplain
to the 29 Commando, Royal Artillery and Garry as
the longest-serving head teacher in the country. He
started at Swimbridge School, nr Barnstaple in 1981.
RAISING THE ROOF: Modbury PCC has received
£250,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
towards its project to restore the roof and tower at
St George’s Church, a Grade 1 listed building.

S

CHOOL groups
and visitors
enjoyed walking
the indoor
labyrinth at
Holy Trinity Church in
Salcombe, stopping at 10
points on the way to think
about faith and life. Other
activities included ‘Psalm
Readings’ and Russian
Orthodox icon tracings.
The nearby church of Holy
Trinity in Galmpton has a
permanent grass labyrinth.

Bishop Sarah...
rooted in God’s love

T

HE Revd Dame Sarah Mullally, our
next Bishop of Crediton, came to
faith when she was 15 in a church
youth group. She had attended
Sunday School, being taken by
her grandparents. Their faith had a hugely
positive impact on Sarah and she says:
“I am interested now in the role of
grandparents in the development of faith
with their grandchildren.”
As she grew in her faith she says:
“I developed an understanding that we are
called to be Christ in the world. At that time
women were not ordained so it didn’t even
occur to me to think about ordination but I
had a growing sense of wanting to be with
people in the difficult times of their lives, so
I became a nurse.”
Sarah attended a very active church
in south Lambeth which she says:
“Taught me a lot about equality and
about God’s love which brought
together a diverse community of
people to worship.”
God’s call to Sarah was persistent
and despite not receiving support
from everyone in the church,
she decided to explore
her call further and
was recommended
for ordination training,
which was now an
option for women. After
a time working as a
self-supporting minister
while she continued as
Chief Nursing Officer for
England, Sarah decided
to take up a full time
ministry post and was a
Team Rector in Sutton,

Surrey, before being installed as Canon
Treasurer at Salisbury Cathedral.
As she prepares to become a bishop
Sarah explains that all her past experiences
have helped prepare her for the role. “I
never thought I would become a bishop. But
now that I am, I bring a deep Christian faith,
rooted in God. I bring love of people and a
desire to share the good news of the gospel.
I do see myself as someone who serves and
enables others and who encourages and
wants to listen.”
She adds: “My future wish is to know and
be known to the people in Devon. It is a
privilege. I look forward to meeting people in
the Diocese of Exeter and especially those
in the episcopal area of Crediton, where I
shall be based.”

“

I never thought
I would become
a bishop. But
now that I am,
I bring a deep
Christian faith,
rooted in God

