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THE RUGBY 
WORLD CUP, the 
third largest global 
sporting event, 
is taking place in 

England and Wales and this 
month comes to our diocese. 

A total of 20 international 
squads will play in 48 
matches in 13 venues, with 
three of the games to be 
played at the Sandy Park 
stadium in Exeter. The city is 
hosting Tonga v Namibia on 
Sept 29 at 4.45pm, Namibia 
v Georgia at 8pm on 7 
October and Italy v Romania 
at 2.30pm on 11 October.

Engage 2015 is an 
organisation set-up to 
encourage and resource the 
local church in rugby-related 
outreach initiatives and UK 
Co-ordinator David Chawner, 

GET ENGAGED WITH 
THE RUGBY WORLD CUP

Busy bees!

BISHOP SARAH has been busy 
settling into life in our diocese, 
and so have the 60,000 bees 
the family has brought with them. 
Sarah’s husband Eamonn started 

keeping bees three years ago and the 
family’s two hives were carefully moved to 
Tiverton at the end of August. The Devon 
Bee Keepers Association helped them to fi nd 
a suitable site to keep the bees in a large 
garden in a village close-by, as the family’s 
new home has neighbours in close proximity.

says, “The Rugby World 
Cup 2015 is a God given 
opportunity to engage with 
your local community around 
a common theme.”

For help organising events 
visit www.engage2015.co.uk
Churches can also register 
their events from guest 
services to community 

events including fun 
matches, online at: 
www.festivalofrugby2015.com

In Exeter churches are 
gearing up to get involved. 
Initiatives include a Saturday 
Men’s breakfast event 
with a player to speak, 
school’s work, and hosting 
family members.
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ON THE 12TH OCTOBER 1915 
Edith Cavell was shot and 
killed by a German fi ring 
squad for assisting Allied 
soldiers to escape. 

Edith, the daughter of a priest, trained as 
a nurse at the Royal London Hospital and 
in 1907 became the director of a nursing 
school in Belgium. When Germany was 
poised to invade Belgium, Edith returned to 
be with the nurses she had trained, and she 
insisted that their calling was to care for all, 
friend and foe alike. 

Speaking to the Reverend H. Stirling 
Gahan on the eve of her execution she is 
reported to have said “Standing as I do in 
the view of God and eternity, I realise that 
patriotism is not enough.  I must have no 
hatred or bitterness towards anyone.”

Thankfully, few of us will face death 
because of our Christian faith but Edith 
reminds us of the cost of following Christ 
and the God who promises to sustain us.

Love should be the mark of our lives as 
Christians.  The mark of genuine love is not 
simply the way we appreciate those we 
like. The love of God binds us all together; 
it smashes barriers that separate and 
prejudice and it brings the most unlikely 

L� e � � ing
from the depth of God

people together. It demands us to love those 
who we may fi nd it di�  cult to like, to forgive 
and to be inclusive and generous.

This love can only fl ow from the depth of 
God. As Paul prays it is by being rooted and 
established in love that we may have the 
power to be grasp that love which surpasses 
knowledge and so be fi lled with the measure 
of all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:14-21). 

RT REVD SARAH MULLALLY
BISHOP OF CREDITON

So let us pray; 
God of compassion, 
as we recall the fearless courage of your 
servant Edith Cavell, 
give us a heart to serve and to care even for 
those who abuse and despise us. 
Remove from us all fear, hatred, and 
bitterness,
 and give us that life-giving love that loves 
to the uttermost and seeks the good of all, 
through Jesus Christ who came to seek and 
to save the lost. Amen. 



Y
OUR FAITH, YOUR FINANCE AND THE COMMON GOOD 
is the title of a conference taking place from 10.30am to 4pm on 24 October 
in St Michael’s and All Angels Church, Mount Dinham, Exeter. It is being run 
by the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility and will look at the 
role of money in our personal life, our churches, our society and the wider 
world. The keynote speaker is Prof Timothy Gorringe from Exeter University. 
Tickets can be booked online at Eventbrite, visit: www.bit.ly/1JuEyay

Play serves 
up climate 
change reality

NEWS IN BRIEF

“
A RIDING LIGHTS THEATRE 

production called Baked Alaska, 
focussing on the unpredictable 
e� ects of climate change, is to 
come to our diocese this month.

Focusing on the four themes of food, 
water, fuel and temperature rise, the play - 
commissioned by the Diocese of Lichfi eld 
and charities Christian Aid and Operation 
Noah - will bring together inter-connecting 
stories of people living with climate change.

Christian Aid’s regional coordinator for 
South Devon Laura McAdam said: “In the 
high-energy, ‘seriously funny’ style for 
which Riding Lights is well known, the play 
underlines how baked Alaska is something 
we can all look forward to… unless we do 
something about it. 

“Coming hot on the heels of harvest 
festivals and just weeks before the crucial 
2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Paris, we hope that 
congregations will take the time to be both 
entertained and inspired.”

The play will be staged at Belmont Chapel, 
Western Way, on Saturday 10 October at 
7.30pm. For tickets call 01904 613000. For a full 
list of South West performances visit 
www.ridinglights.org/baked-alaska

PHILIP SOURBUT, the new diocesan Director of Mission and Ministry experienced 
a call to ordination in his late teens but says God is still calling him. He grew up in 
a Christian family: his dad played the organ so he was taken along to church from 
an early age.  Philip got involved in a large church youth group of around 60 young 
people which was very active and he recalls one time they toured Scotland in a 

double decker bus. The support of youth leaders and friends which he received at this time 
helped him to commit his life to God and he says: “As a teenager faith became real.” 

Two years into his degree course in Economics he knew he would have to make a decision 
about his future and while helping as a leader on a Christian camp, he met with a vicar who 
encouraged him to test his calling. He went to selection conference and was recommended for 
training. He then spent two years teaching in London.

After marrying his wife Elaine they moved to a mining village 
in Durham at the time of the miners strike. He says: “We 
were very conscious of communities in crisis.”

The couple moved to Devon in 1998 and Philip 
became Team Rector in the Culm Valley. In 2009 he 
took on the role of diocesan Vocations O�  cer and 
worked for  the South West Ministry Training Course 
training new curates and ordinands. Through all the 
di� erent things he has done Philip says “a sense of 
God calling” sustains and motivates him. 

He says: “I sense that God is constantly at work and 
we are asked to join in. God’s not broke!”

And of his new role he says: “I am particularly keen 
to support both clergy and lay people with training to 
deepen our discipleship and share the good news with 
the people in Devon. Discipleship is about knowing we 
are deeply loved and about being sure in our identity. It’s 
about travelling with others, having our lives shaped by 
Jesus and serving Him.”

A sense of God calling sustains and 
motivates me. I sense that God is constantly 

at work and we are asked to join in...“ ”God’s not broke!


