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Journeying together

I

LIKE MAPS. Walking on Dartmoor or
driving round Devon I like to know where
I am, where I’m going – and how to get
there. ‘Vision’ and ‘strategy’ might sound
rather worrying words from the world of
business or the military, but maps I can cope
with.
The Diocese of Exeter has a new map (aka
the Vision and Strategy document). It sets
out our three aspirations: to grow in prayer,
to make new disciples and to serve the
people of Devon with joy. That is where we
are trying to go, en-route to heaven.
The vehicles in which we are travelling
are our Mission Communities. There are
about 120 of them, made up of between one
and (in the case of Holsworthy) twenty-one
churches. We are aiming to help each other
pray, grow and serve with joy through the six
priorities listed elsewhere in this magazine,
each of which has been broken down in to
bite-sized chunks. It all ﬁts onto ﬁve sides of
paper, albeit in rather small print, and can be
found in detail on the diocesan website.
Why has the diocese spent time drawing
up these statements? As a response to the
Great Commission. Immediately prior to
his ascension into heaven (which the church
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will celebrate on 5 May), Jesus sends out his
disciples with the words, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end
of the age.”
He is with us, as we will recall at Pentecost
(15 May) in the person of his Holy Spirit, sent
to clothe his followers with power from on
high to fulﬁl that Great Commission. This
Vision and Strategy (taking the diocese on
from Moving on in Mission and Ministry) is to
renew our focus as we do just that.
Maps are ﬁne to study in the comfort
of our homes, but that’s not why they are
produced. They are for taking out into the
countryside, onto the moor, down the lanes.
And this new diocesan map is to guide us as
together we join in with all that God is doing
and live out the good news of the Kingdom
in the power of his Spirit.
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Join in the
wave of prayer

E

XETER CATHEDRAL is hosting
a prayer event as part of the
Archbishops’ Wave of Prayer
initiative taking place across the UK
between Ascension and Pentecost.
The Archbishops of the Church of England
are calling for every parish in the UK to
participate and a host of resources are
available.
As well as local events, parishes are
invited to the Cathedral at 7pm on Pentecost
evening 15 May, to join with Bishop Robert
and others to experience reﬂective prayer
spaces and to hear the University of Exeter
Chapel Choir.
Canon Chancellor of Exeter Cathedral
Anna Norman-Walker said: “We hope lots
of local churches will bring people along to
pray with us for our Diocese and pray for
our nation so that, by God’s grace, we can

experience God’s renewal in our day.”
Visit www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk to register
to attend.
In the Beacon Parishes Mission Community,
Rev Peter Ashman is encouraging all the
parishes to run prayer groups and other
local events are being planned around
the diocese.
For details and resources visit
www.thykingdom.co.uk

Bishops out
and about

O

UR THREE BISHOPS will be out and about over the next nine months visiting
people, projects and parishes to talk about their vision to grow the Church
in Devon. A fresh vision and strategy for our diocese is set out in a new
document produced by Bishop Robert and senior colleagues and launched
at diocesan Synod in March. The ‘Vision and Strategy’ document is designed
to help parishes and mission communities focus on mission over the next ﬁve to 10 years
and Bishop Robert said: “We want to make a diﬀerence in the world and witness to God’s
love and justice, especially in the communities and schools where we live. Working in
partnership with others who are transforming lives, we seek to address the global issues
confronting our generation so that everyone may ﬂourish.” Look out for a bishop near you.
The visits begin next month. Go to www.exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy

A

NEW FUND has
been launched
to help local
churches in
responding
to the Diocesan Vision
to Grow in Prayer, Make
New Disciples and Serve
the People of Devon with
Joy. A total of £250,000
is available during the
current year with further
funding being made
available in the future. For
details and to apply for
money from the Mission
and Growth Fund visit
www.exeter.anglican.org/
church-life/mission/
mission-growth-fund

I

F YOU NEED TO RAISE
FUNDS, A Guide to
Fun Ways to Fundraise
for your community,
church or charity
by Penny Hallett is a
great resource with
over 200 ideas for
activities and events
as well as information
on licensing and
other regulations,
useful contacts and
resources. Available
on Amazon priced £7.99
(Kindle £3.97).

R

EV JOHN LEES
has been
appointed as
the Bishop’s
Oﬃcer
for Self-Supporting
Ministry. John’s role
includes supporting
SSM vocations as well as
informing diocesan policy.

Readers mark 150
years of ministry

R

EADERS from across the diocese enjoyed an ‘uplifting’
and ‘inspiring’ annual conference at Brunel Manor,
Torquay. 2016 marks the 150th anniversary of Reader
ministry in the Church of England, and the theme
was ‘Celebration’. Canon Anna Norman-Walker, Rev
Hilary Dawson and Reader Jan Lees led sessions on celebrating
Easter and Pentecost and Readers shared their experiences of
ministry over the years.
Bishop Sarah led a Biblical reﬂection and presided and
preached at the Eucharist.
Bishop Sarah leads a bible reﬂection

Giving scheme
reaches £1 million

T

HE PARISH GIVING
SCHEME, launched a
year ago is now returning
over £1 million a year to
parishes in our diocese.
Mission Resources Adviser Katie
Stevenson said: “This is excellent
news, as most of the donors are
also choosing to inﬂate their
gift annually with inﬂation. This
means that Christians across
Devon are considering giving as
part of their call to discipleship,
and are using the opportunity to
make a commitment to God and
their church community”.
To register for the scheme, which is free
and simple, email stewardship@exeter.
anglican.org or call 01392 272686.

N

ICKIE JOHNSON
leads a busy life.
She is a clergy
wife, mother
and a Street
Pastor and has just become
the Diocesan President of
the Mothers’ Union – an
organisation that continues
to inspire her and which has
helped shape her life and
faith.
She said: “My faith is
something that is there
everyday and Mothers’
Union reinforces that. The
MU helped me with the
upbringing of my children
in the faith. It is such a
fantastic organisation.”
But becoming Diocesan

Nickie’s call to
Mothers’ Union
President wasn’t in Nickie’s
plans when she and
husband Ian retired to
Devon eight years ago.
However, after becoming
more and more involved,
when the call came she felt
it was right to respond. She
said: “I had not intended
to get so involved but I felt
like I had to go for it.” And
with over 1,000 members in
Exeter Diocese Nickie, who
has been a Mothers’ Union
member for 40 years, will
certainly be busy.
Vitally for Nickie, one of
the key aspects of being
a member is the care and
prayer focus which is a key
aspect of the work. She

adds: “I am a very practical
Christian and I believe in
the strength of prayer. The
Mothers’ Union focuses on
the importance of family life,
relationships, community
and the international MU
is so big it really makes a
diﬀerence. But we are all
united by prayer.”
And, whilst recognising
that the organisation needs
to adapt along with society,
her aims as president, are to
“increase the membership”
as, after all, she ﬁnishes:
“The Mothers’ Union is
the best kept secret in the
Anglican Church!”
Visit www.muenterprises.org/
exetermu or call 01392 254126.

“

The MU helped
me with the
upbringing of
my children in
the faith. It is
such a fantastic
organisation.

Nickie is commissioned by +Robert

“

NEWS

