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A 
NEW COMMUNITY for people 
between 18-30 to live together as 
Christians and follow a common 
life of prayer, hospitality and 
service has been set up in on 

Devon’s South Coast. Based in the Salcombe 
and Marlborough Mission Community, 
the community of 4-6 young adults will 
be structured around a Rule of Life, The 
Extra Mile, with a rhythm of daily prayer 
and spiritual direction, as well as being 
involved in outreach and local mission 
in the surrounding area. There will also 
be opportunities to be involved in urban 
ministry through a partnership with a church 
in Plymouth.

‘The Extra Mile’ has grown out of a 
community of people locally, who have 
been following a Rule of Life for the past 
four years. Revd Daniel French said: “We 

Walk theextra mile

FOLLOWING the 
new vision for the 
Diocese set out 
by Bishop Robert 
at diocesan synod 

earlier this year to grow the 
church in Devon, our three 
bishops are setting off  this 
month on nine months of 
visiting people, projects and 
parishes. Focussing on the 
three aims of Growing in 

Prayer, Making new Disciples 
and Serving the people of 
Devon with Joy, Bishop 
Robert said: “We want to 
make a diff erence in the 
world and witness to God’s 
love and justice, especially 
in the communities and 
schools where we live.” 

The tour starts in 
Tavistock Deanery on 19 
June with Bishop Robert. 

Would you like to support the 
year in mission by joining a 
prayer ministry team?
Contact nicky.davies@
exeter.anglican.org and for 
further details visit 
www.exeter.anglican.org

Bishops set off 

aim for this community to be a gathering of 
young people who want to explore God’s call 
whether that is being a vicar or a dentist, a 
lawyer or an overseas missionary. A big part 
of exploring God’s call in this new venture is 
by doing this in Christian community. Living 
under one roof will be challenging but we 
believe that the wisdom gained in such an 
experience will remain with each participant 
for the rest of lives and defi ne much of their 
journey in faith.” 

Applicants are invited to apply for one of the 
residential places. 
See www.walktheextramile.org for details.
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BACK IN APRIL in the Cathedral we 
celebrated Her Majesty the Queen’s 
90th birthday with a wonderful 
service of Choral Evensong 
attended by the Lord Lieutenant, 

the High Sheriff , the Lord Mayor and 
several hundred others, some representing 
organisations of which The Queen is Patron. 
The highlight of the service was our Cathedral 
Choir singing Hubert Parry’s I was Glad 
including what are called the ‘vivats’, shouts 
of acclamation for the Sovereign: these are 
almost never sung and helped to make the 
occasion very special indeed. In the middle 
of this month we will also be joining with 
people all over the country in celebrating 
Her Majesty’s offi  cial birthday, and like many 
other places, we’re having a tea party after 
Evensong on the 12th of June in the Cloisters.

Celebrating Her Majesty’s birthday and her 
long reign of dedicated service by gathering 
people together in more or less formal 
ways, to eat and drink, to enjoy each other’s 
company, and to think about our life together 
is not only a good thing to do in itself and a 
good way of strengthening the ties that bind 
us, it’s also, happily, a pretty Christian thing 
to do. It’s not for nothing that the great image 
of eternal bliss with God is the heavenly 

A Royal 
Heavenly 
Banquet
banquet at which all people and nations 
sit and where the heavenly choirs provide 
entertainment and the weather is nice 
enough to sit outside. Banquet does sound a 
bit formal: how about the eternal street party 
without the paper plates and plastic cutlery. 
Anything we can do that helps bind us 
together as families, communities, or nations; 
that helps us remember the many things we 
hold in common more than the things that 
divide us; that help us mirror in our lives, 
even in very small ways, the unity-in-diversity 
and common life of the Trinity, will help to 
bring us closer to God and to each other.

Irenaeus of Lyon observed that ‘The glory 
of God is a human being fully alive’. We come 
alive as we celebrate God’s love for us by 
showing our love for each other and for the 
world around us, and even a Royal Street 
Party can help us do that.
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COMMUNITIES and 
churches across the UK 
are gearing up to mark 
the Queen’s offi  cial 90th 
birthday with a host of 

special services and events over the 
weekend 10-12 June.

In Devon the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Crediton will be holding a 
Festival Service on Sunday 12 June 
at 10am including music from Her 
Majesty’s Coronation Service and in 
St James Church, Ashreigney there 
will be a special ecumenical service of 
thanksgiving and praise followed by a 
village Hog Roast. 

Upload is the name for a huge youth 
outreach event at Exeter Cathedral from 
7pm on 11 June. From skate park and 
a football cage to pamper zone and giant 
infl atables, as well as big screen gaming, live 
bands and much more, the event aims to 
make connections with young people aged 
15 to 21.

Diocesan Youth Church Adviser Rev James 
Grier said Upload will be: “…a rallying point 

Queen’s birthday 
celebrations

Reimagining Europe

AHEAD of the EU Referendum on 23 June a blog hosted by the Church of England 
and the Church of Scotland with editorial support from Crucible, the Christian 
journal of social ethics continues to off er a range of opinions exploring the 
debate from a Christian perspective. Look out for hustings events being 
planned in churches. Visit www.reimaginingeurope.co.uk

Upload details: facebook.com/groups/uploadexeter or twitter.com/uploadexeter or call James on 
07825 610288. Further resources and plans for the celebration of the Queen’s birthday can be found at 
www.churchcare.co.uk and details are on our website www.exeter.anglican.org
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to get young people to come to a great night 
out, which will hopefully provoke interest in 
Christian faith.

“And as the event takes place over the 
weekend of celebrations to mark the Queen’s 
90th birthday, the party for young people will 
also act as a special way of celebrating the 
Queen’s faith and commitment to youth.”

diff erence is that some 
of us arrived in the UK 
at an earlier time and in 
smaller or greater numbers 
than others.  We are all 
human beings and our 
history should not give us 
preference or priority over 
others.  Everyone shares in a 
common humanity and lives 
in a common home – planet 
Earth.

All the fear-full talk 
of immigrants and 
refugees is frequently 
misplaced.  We erect all 
kinds of boundaries to 
determine the communities 
we need – families, 
tribes, neighbourhoods, 
workplaces, interest groups, 
campaigns, congregations 
and countries.  We require 
such connectivity to give 
us identity and purpose.  
But we should not change 
boundaries into barriers.  
It is not healthy to totally 
surround ourselves with 
those who are exactly as 
we are – we need diversity 

and variety to grow.  The 
alternative is fossilisation 
or sterility.  Community 
life works best when it 
can expand and contract, 
welcoming in the new 
and occasionally saying 
farewell to the old. That is 
how culture develops – the 
expansion of ideas, customs 
and activities.

So let’s be honest to our 
past when determining the 
future.  I remember 4,000 
Ugandan Asians coming to 
Devon in the 1970s.  Then 
we received Vietnamese 
boat people. We welcomed 
them for a while, and Exeter 
was enriched by their 
presence.  Who knows what 
gifts Syrians, Afghans, Iraqis 
will continue to bring in the 
future?

It is time to be as open 
in our hearts and with 
our own borders as we 
expected others to be when 
we as Brits were travellers, 
migrants and settlers in 
earlier times.

I WAS BORN IN EXETER 
in 1955.  In the next bed 
to my mother was a Sikh 
woman who had also 
given birth to a son.  Her 

family had come to Exeter 
in 1947, mine probably in 
the 1500’s.  Both of us male 
babies were native Exonians.

In reality, we are all either 
migrants or the descendants 
of migrants.  Many of us 
have ancestors who fl ed 
places of oppression, or 
violence or death.  The only 

As Refugee Week 
is marked this 
month, Director of 
Church and Society 
Martyn Goss 
refl ects that we all 
share one common 
humanity…

Refugee Week 20 – 26 June: refugeeweek.org.uk
Refugee Support Devon: rsgdevon.org.uk  
Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support Council: dcrsc1.cfsites.org

Open hearts, 
open borders


