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A 
CENTRE OF 
mission to reach 
out to those 
outside the Church 
in Torbay is being 

set up by the diocese, in 
partnership with the Church 
Army. The Torbay area is 
home to some of the poorest 
communities in the country. 

Revd Roger Carlton, vicar 
of Paignton, who has been 
helping to set up the project, 
said its purpose was to reach 
out “beyond our walls – to 

All’s fair at Fair’s Fair

FAIR’S FAIR in Barnstaple has been 
announced as the winner of the Best 
Fairtrade Retailer in the South West 
2016. Bishop Sarah visited the shop to 
congratulate Roger and Helen Durrant 

who started the enterprise 12 years ago. 
As well as stocking a huge range of items 
from developing countries, customers can 
enjoy a delicious cup of Fairtrade tea or coff ee 
and biscuits made from Fairtrade ingredients.

Helen said: “We hope the award will put us 
on the map and encourage more people to 
come and see us.” www.fairs-fair.co.uk

those who aren’t attracted by 
traditional church”.

He said: “It’s not a place, 
the Centre of Mission, it’s 
about people working where 
traditional church is not 
working.”

Two evangelists have been 
appointed to work in the 
area. 

Jeff  Hill will concentrate on 
serving children and families 
on the Foxhole Estate in 
Paignton. He said: “My role is 
to listen to the community, 

and get a sense of what they 
want and need. The priorities 
are for the last, the least and 
the lost.”

Adrian Prescott has been 
appointed to work with Jeff  
and he will based in and 
around Torbay. The centre 
will launch in September.

Bishop Nick McKinnel said: 
“This is a really good example 
of churches working together 
to serve their communities 
and reach out to the most 
vulnerable amongst us.”

REACHING OUT...
beyond the church walls
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GROWING UP IN THE USA at what 
now seems like a time long ago 
(though it was only the 1970s!)
I very much enjoyed going to 
school.  Nevertheless, I always 

looked forward with pleasure to the summer 
holidays (or as we called them, summer 
vacation), a delightful series of weeks of 
warm weather and extended daylight during 
which I would be more or less my own 
master, free to follow where my interests and 
inclinations led, even to waste some time—to 
make that gap in more obviously productive 
activity in which wisdom and creativity have 
space to grow, and which therefore often 
isn’t a waste at all.  I well remember  the joy of 
the summer moment when suddenly, such 
freedom was upon us for a while.

There was a sense of promise too in 
that moment, as we knew that after a few 
weeks we would be back at work again 

Time to be refreshed
but advanced a grade in knowledge and 
responsibility; or later, having said farewell 
to our school for good, ready to start a 
fresh chapter of life and learning in a new 
environment.

This month, as our Church of England 
schools in Devon begin their summer 
holidays, we mark the retirement of 
Canon Philip Mantell, a Diocesan Director 
of Education who has contributed with 
distinction to the work of church schools 
in the diocese over many years and will 
continue to off er his gifts in diff erent ways 
in this new stage.  As it is a moment of 
transition for Philip, so too for his successor 
John Searson, whose experience as a senior 
educationalist in Devon and particularly 
in Plymouth and Torbay is matched by his 
strong commitment to the ministry of the 
church in education.  We give thanks and 
pray for both.

Church schools are called to be places 
of welcome and service in our local 
communities, aiming to off er an outstanding 
education within a common life in which 
Christian faith and values are visible, and 
where God is named and celebrated as the 
one who has been made known in Christ.  
May those who teach and learn in them, who 
govern and serve them in any way, return 
from their summer holidays refreshed for 
this work in a new school year.

THE VEN DOUGLAS DETTMER
THE ARCHDEACON OF TOTNES
AND CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION



STIMULATING CONVERSATIONS is the title for a 
series of events taking place around our diocese 
off ering an opportunity to be encouraged and 
equipped as we join in with conversations that 
God is having with those around us. The fi rst 

event took place last month in Exeter and this month will 
be in Holy Trinity Church, Barnstaple from 10am to 3pm 
on 2 July. On 24 September the initiative will move to 
St Budeaux Church in Plymouth. It costs £3 per person 
or £10 per church group (4+ people). 
To book email charlotte.vickers@exeter.anglican.org or call 
01392 294934. Details www.theuglyducklingcompany.com

A group from our diocese have 
just returned from a trip to our 
companion link of Melanesia, 
where they attended the 
enthronement of the new 

Archbishop, the Most Revd George Takeli.
Revd Preb Cate Edmonds and Katie Drew 

of the Melanesian Mission (MMUK) charity 
based in Feniton, were in the Solomon 
Islands to attend the ceremony and were 
representing our diocese, the charity MMUK 
and St Andrew’s Church, Feniton.

Katie said: “It all goes back to the 19th 
Century and a young curate at Alphington 
Church who lived in Feniton. John Coleridge 
Patteson was called to be a missionary in 
Melanesia under the guidance of the fi rst 
Bishop of New Zealand and family friend 
Bishop John Augustus Selwyn. 

MISSION TO MELANESIA

 Cate Edmonds, 2nd from left, and Katie Drew, far right, with Archbishop George and his wife June
and other UK guests including Bishop Mark Rylands former Canon Missioner of Exeter Diocese.

“Patteson with his humility and empathy 
went on to become the fi rst Bishop of 
Melanesia.”

Cate added: “It was a privilege to visit the 
Solomon Islands for the fi rst time and to 
represent the people of Devon at Archbishop 
George’s instalment. This link is so important 
to the people of Melanesia as they remember 
the people who brought the Gospel to them. 
I feel today we need these people even 
more to remind us of our own faith and 
spirituality.”

13 visitors from our companion link of 
Thika are to be hosted by six link parishes 
across the diocese this month from 12-17 
July. Link co-ordinator Jane Inwood said: “We 
hope real friendships will grow and that the 
visitors understand something of our culture 
and church context.”  I can only do what 

I do with God’s 
help, knowing he 
will give me the 
strength to do 

what he wants me 
to and nothing 

more.

“

“
DEBORAH BAYLISS 

was in her mid-
30s when she 
became severely 
disabled by a 

chronic pain condition 
and increasing mobility 
problems. She was born 
with a bone condition 
called Scheuerman’s 
Osteochondrosis and 
suff ered with pain all her life 
but at this point there was 
a big deterioration in her 
condition.

She said: “In 1990 
I discovered I would 
never work again and I 
then suff ered a serious 
depression which lasted for 
three years. It felt like life 
had stopped. I couldn’t make 
sense of it.”

However despite suff ering 
greatly, Deborah has never 
doubted in God’s love for her 
and she adds: “I never felt I 
couldn’t believe in God but 
I needed time to work out 
how I could best connect to 
God?”

In the middle of all her 
challenges Deborah began 
to hear a clear calling from 
God for her to be a Reader. 
She explained: “As I was 
rebuilding my faith and 
receiving lots of help I felt 
the calling.” She was licensed 
in 1997 as Reader in the 
new Mission Community 
of Appledore, Northam 
and Westward Ho! in north 
Devon. She adds: “God has 
taken me step by step.”

Despite her unpredictable 
pain condition Deborah 
enjoys her ministry and 
is positive about how her 
experience can open up 
conversations with others.

Step by step

Deborah at Tuesday Toddlers in St Margaret’s Church, Northam

She said: “People have been 
touched by my chronic 
illness and depression. It 
does open doors. I can share 
things with them on a deep 
level. It is a big part of my 
ministry.” 

She fi nishes: “I am so 
grateful for the support 
of others without whom 
my ministry would not be 
possible. I can only do what I 
do with God’s help, knowing 
he will give me the strength 
to do what he wants me to 
and nothing more.”

Disability Sunday is on 3 July.
www.throughtheroof.org
www.churchesforall.org.uk

with God


