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A future
with hope

Our Bishops
spread the vision

B

ISHOPS IN MISSION, in which one
of the three bishops visits each of
our 22 deaneries, is well underway.
I have been to factories and farms,
markets and youth clubs, pubs and
oﬃces, a host of places to learn of what goes
on and to reﬂect God’s involvement in all
of life.
Then there have been meetings with
wardens and church oﬃcers looking together
at the three priorities which the Diocese has
set itself, to grow in prayer, to make new
disciples and to serve the people of Devon
with joy. In honest discussions we have
shared concerns over the age proﬁles of
many of our congregations, and anxieties
about the responsibility and expense of
maintaining our beautiful but ancient
buildings.
On the postcards given out for Bishops in
Mission are the words: “For I know the plans
I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope.” It is a sentence from a letter from
the prophet Jeremiah to Jewish exiles taken
into captivity in Babylon. In the midst of their
diﬃculties they are to keep their eyes ﬁxed
on the character and purposes of God.
Of the great Christian trio of faith, hope
and love, sometimes it is hope which can
be the poor relation. But at a time when the
goods news of Christ oﬀering God’s grace to
the world is needed as much as ever, we are
called to be a people of hope.

O
Hope is not quite the same as optimism.
In this part of the diocese we start each
season with optimism for Plymouth Argyle
which is not always justiﬁed. Christian
hope is rather more solid. It rests on the
power God so clearly demonstrated in the
resurrection of Jesus, transforming the life of
the ﬁrst disciples and bringing into being his
worldwide body, the Church. Just as those
exiles were to keep their eyes on the great
purposes of God, so in changing times we
trust in the God who gives his people a future
with hope.

THE RT REV NICK MCKINNEL
BISHOP OF PLYMOUTH
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UR THREE BISHOPS Robert,
Sarah and Nick have begun their
nine months visiting every part
of the diocese to talk with people
about our new vision to pray,
grow, and serve the people of Devon with
joy. They have visited inspirational projects
and met with dedicated people of all ages
who are transforming lives and communities
around them.
Bishop Robert has been to Tavistock,
where he met with farmers and others, and
Aylesbeare and Exmouth where he went
to projects working to support some of the
most vulnerable in the community.
Bishop Robert said: “I have met with
people who, despite limited resources, have
no limits to the love they are showing … It has
been an inspiration.”
He added: “It is no accident that prayer
is the ﬁrst of our three priorities because
unless we ground everything we do, all our
decisions, in prayer then we can’t hope to
reach out and show others the transforming
power of God’s love. We can all play our part
and the new vision - focussing resources on
these three simple priorities to love, grow
and serve - will help us do that.”
As well as visiting the new cattle market
and a bee keeper on his visit to Holsworthy
Bishop Nick has also made a visit to Crediton
as part of stay with the Cadbury Deanery.
He visited businesses and said he “really
appreciated” meeting the people who “care
for our historic buildings and who live out
and share the Christian faith.”
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Bishop Sarah tries pottery in South Molton

Bishop Nick at the new Holsworthy cattle market

Bishop Robert with farmers in Lamerton

Bishop Sarah toured businesses and met
stallholders at South Molton Market, and has
also opened a community meeting space in
Uﬀculme.
Bishop Robert launched the new vision
this spring, to help parishes and mission
communities focus on mission.
For more on the vision and strategy go to:
exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy

A

S AUTUMN
approaches
and harvest
celebrations
come to the
fore, visit our website for
resources and ideas on how
to promote both a fair and
local harvest event. Diocesan
Social Responsibility Oﬃcer
Sally Farrant said: “How we
live today eﬀects how others
will eat in the future. Much of
the world’s food production
is so dependent on fossil
fuels and intensive practice
that it is unsustainable
as well as unjust. So this
Harvest it would be good to
acknowledge the principal
growers and producers of
our food and ‘Our Daily
Bread’ and to encourage a
trading environment which
is fairer to them, whether
they work locally in Devon or
across the other side of the
globe.”

A fair and local

HARVEST

Go to: exeter.anglican.org/church-life/faith-action/food

Our Readers mark
150th anniversary

Bishop Sarah was one of the speakers at the
Readers’ annual conference

O

N 1 OCTOBER Readers from
around our diocese will gather in
Exeter Cathedral for their annual
licensing service and to mark the
150th anniversary of the ministry
of Readers in the Church of England. The
speaker will be Gertrud Sollars, vice chair of
the Central Readers Council and Warden of
Readers for Guildford Diocese.
The service marks the culmination of a
year of events including a special service in
London and a celebration at their annual
conference in Torquay.
Warden of Readers and Archdeacon of
Exeter Christopher Futcher said; “It is my
hope that on the following day Readers will
be able to preach in the churches of the
diocese about their experience of the joy
of Reader ministry and that there will be
prayers for vocations to Reader ministry.”

M

ODERN
SLAVERY is
happening all
around us and
we can help
by raising awareness about
it in order to stop it, so says
Charlotte Payne.
Charlotte, aged 30, is a
member of the St James’
Church, Exeter, Social
Justice Group. The group
was founded with the
aim of drawing attention
to the problem with an
estimated 20-30 million
victims worldwide and
between 10-13,000 in the
UK. Modern slavery including
human traﬃcking, sexual
exploitation and forced
labour, is now estimated
to be the second largest
illicit trade worldwide and
is happening all around
us. Charlotte explains that
victims are often subject to
violence and are unable to
communicate freely and this
may be something that we
can identify and report to the
police.
Charlotte’s concern for
those in need began when
she was a small girl as she
witnessed both the caring
actions of her mum and
a neighbour called Stella.
Charlotte said: “I began to
knit teddies and crochet
items for people in Romania
after seeing Stella doing
similar things. She had a
big inﬂuence on my life and
used to buy me Bible reading
notes.”
Following the introduction
of the Modern Slavery Act
as law in March last year
Charlotte and her husband
Mike; along with the Curate
of St James’, attended a

brieﬁng at Lambeth Palace
and clergy and community
representatives were invited
to a training session run by
Devon and Cornwall Police at
Sandy Park, Exeter.
Charlotte said: “My
faith won’t allow me to do

nothing. I’d like people to
really believe that modern
slavery is happening here in
Devon. This is a serious thing
and we need to respond with
love but also with a practical
response with the help of the
diocese behind us.”

Love

RESPONDING WITH

Charlotte researches the facts around modern slavery

For further details contact Church and Society on
01392 294940. Freedom Sunday on 16 October is an
opportunity to highlight this cruel trade. Visit
unseenuk.org and devon-cornwall.police.uk/3309
And for details of a local project which needs
volunteers and donations to support survivors of
human traﬃcking, go to www.to-restore.org

