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ASTER is a season of hope. Days are
getting longer, daﬀodils are coming
up, and new life is seen in our rural
communities. For us who have walked
in the garden of Gethsemane and
waited at the cross, Easter brings with it the joy
of the resurrection and the promise of new life
as we begin to look forward to the ascension
and coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
Easter invites us to be transformed even
transﬁgured by resurrection life. This invitation
is not just to us as individuals but also to us
as communities.
Over the last year Bishop Robert, Bishop Nick
and I have been out and about across Devon as
part of Bishops in Mission.
We have seen signs of new life and hope people working together in community to pray
together, encourage disciples and serve the
people of Devon with joy.
It has struck me that some of the most
wonderful transformations are seen in
communities of people building mutually
beneﬁcial relationships. For example at the
Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled, people of
all ages discovered the therapeutic beneﬁts of

riding, but I also watched the volunteers ﬂourish
– relationships which were mutually beneﬁcial.
At ‘Launch’, which is part of the Exeter
Network Church, I joined a group for people
who want to grow in their relationship with,
and knowledge of, God and to explore together
what it means to be a Christian. I observed a
group of people who would never have met
under any other circumstances and they had
rediscovered what it was like to be community,
caring and supporting one another.
Living lives transﬁgured by the resurrection,
challenges us to build communities on mutual
respect and for our mutual beneﬁt.
So in serving our community with joy we
need to be open to the possibility that we will
be served by others. In the words of the song
written by Richard Gilard:
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.
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ETWEEN Ascension and Pentecost
this year (25 May – 4 June), here in
Devon, we are taking part in the
global wave of prayer, Thy Kingdom
Come. The prayer wave was the
idea of the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York and began last year. This year, prayer
boxes will go out to every church in the
county, to collect peoples’ prayers. They will
be brought back to a big event at Pentecost
in Exeter Cathedral at 6.30pm with Bishop
Sarah, to which everybody is invited.
Growing in prayer is the ﬁrst priority of the
new diocesan vision and we are praying for
more people to know God’s love for them. In
his video message on the diocesan website,
where he encourages communities to get
involved, Bishop Robert said: “This is a special
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time dedicated to renewing the life of prayer
in our churches. As I am going around the
Diocese, one of the priorities I am talking
about is the importance of us growing in
prayer and so I am asking people to come
together and pray together in creative and
imaginative ways for their communities.”
How can you get involved? Churches and
other buildings will open for prayer every day
and we are hoping people will get together
in creative ways to pray. This could be a
24/7 prayer event, a pilgrimage, a retreat
or any number of ways. Let us know at
communications@exeter.anglican.org
For prayer resource ideas visit
www.thykingdomcome.global and for further
details visit www.exeter.anglican.org

THE REAL EASTER EGG: A drawing competition for schools,
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GOOD NEWS FROM THE
DIOCESE OF EXETER APRIL 2017

Sunday Schools and Messy Churches has been announced. The winner
will receive £250, with runner-up prizes of £150 and all will also receive
a Special Edition Real Easter Egg. Entries must arrive by 5pm on Friday
17th March 2017. See www.realeasteregg.co.uk/comp for full details.

PASSION PLAY: With a cast of actors and musicians numbering
nearly 100, the St Eustachius’ Parish Church Tavistock Passion promises
to be a memorable retelling of the Easter story on an epic scale. The
play will take place on the streets of Tavistock, beginning at 11am in
Bedford Square on Good Friday morning. For details visit the Diocesan
website www.exeter.anglican.org/events

Exploring God in dementia

A

N ECUMENICAL study day in May
is designed to provide participants
with a fresh understanding of
dementia and a sense of the value
of spirituality and faith for those
living with the condition.
Dr Peter Kevern, Associate Professor in
Values in Care at Staﬀordshire University
is one of the keynote speakers at the event
aimed particularly, but not exclusively,
for church leaders and ministers and he
believes there is a good case to be made for
developing a person’s spiritual and religious
resources as they come to terms with the
early stages of dementia.
Course organizer Diocesan Social
Responsibility Oﬃcer Sally Farrant said:
“The day aims to give those taking part
the opportunity to consider the spiritual
and theological implications of dementia
today. It is hoped this will lead to increased
conﬁdence in preaching and speaking about
dementia in our churches.”
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IOCESAN Interfaith Adviser John
Hall has followed
up his debut novel
Flashbooks with
the sequal, the second in
the trilogy. The latest novel
titled IStanbul is designed to
generate further discussion
around issues of faith and
extremism.
John said: “The trilogy of
books, with the third book
being set in Plymouth, looks
at issues of religious and
right-wing extremism. It
asks the question how do
we as Christians respond? I
hope it gets people thinking
and talking about how faith
shapes our lives and how we
interpret our faith?”
Bishop Sarah has reviewed
the book and comments:

Keynote speaker Dr Peter Kevern

The event takes place from 10am to 4pm at
the Riverside Conference Centre in Exeter
and the cost of £15 includes lunch and a
resource pack.
For details and to book go to www.bit.ly/2lO86ME
or call 01392 294940.

Inter-faith adviser
explores extremism

“In the context of our multifaith world and with a mix of
the familiar and unfamiliar,
this drama succeeds in both
entertaining and challenging
the reader.”

The book costs £7.99
or e-book, £4.99, and is
available from Curious Otter
Bookshop on 01404 4814469
or Amazon or visit
www.jehallauthor.com

FAITH ACROSS CONTINENTS
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ROM Devon to South
Asia, then London
and back to Devon
again – Chris Cant’s
ministry has spread
across continents as he has
worked to share the love
of Christ with all he meets.
Chris is married to Joanna
and they live in Budleigh
Salterton. He has just
retired from his part-time
ministry role in the White
Cross Mission Community,
including Woodbury and
surrounding villages.
The couple recently
returned to Pakistan, after
23 years away, where as a
young married couple they
worked together to build up
a Christian community near
Hyderabad, with church
workers and even a farmer,
to help them to live as
sustainably as possible.
Chris said: “Many people
from the Hindu minority
were becoming Christians
in the ‘70s and the Bishop
of Hyderabad invited
missionaries to come to
help disciple people in their
faith. I responded because
I loved the idea of building
up God’s Kingdom and
joining up with people from
all over the world.”
Chris, Joanna and their
growing family, worked
for ﬁve years developing
a Christian village and
remember it being a
good time and the people
welcoming them warmly
and generously. Chris
learned the language so he
could share the gospel with
families and was eventually

Chris with a fellow church worker set-oﬀ on a visit

able to lead Eucharistic
worship following
ordination to the priesthood
by the Bishop.
Back in the UK, Chris
studied at Wycliﬀe College,
before moving to Ilford in
London and then becoming
vicar of nearby St Paul’s,
Hainault for 12 years. The
couple then moved back to
Devon to be near family.
Of returning to Pakistan
last November Chris said:
“We were worried about
whether we would be able
to travel in the village areas
because of the security
situation and if the Church
would still be going strong?

Meeting up with old friends,
particularly Megraj, who I
discipled, was very special.
God opened up the way for
us to go and see all sorts of
things.”
Chris and Joanna will
now take some time to
enjoy their growing family,
particularly twin grandsons,
Asher & Zachery, and
Chris will continue with his
self-employed gardening.
But Chris ﬁnishes: “I’d
encourage anyone feeling
called to cross-cultural
mission to give it a go. It is
a life-enriching experience
that deepens your faith as
you step out for God.”

