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I

t is hard to believe that it was 14 years
ago that we arrived in the Diocese from
Nottingham via the Home Counties to
begin my curacy in Cullompton. I shall
never forget the first Sunday where I
learned two important lessons.
The first was about ‘Devon Time’. I was anxiously
looking at my watch as the clock chimed 11am (the
service start time) and my incumbent said – “give
them a few more minutes, this is Devon time!”
The second was when the church warden handed
me my first bunch of church keys and said “Anna
you need to know we all have UZZERS around
here” , “UZZERS?” I asked. “UZZERS always done
it like this and UZZERS always will!”.
Remembering to slow down and listen to the
local culture were such valuable tools as I went
on to serve as School Chaplain at Stover School
in Newton Abbot, as Priest in Charge of the
Culm Valley Mission Community, as Diocesan
Missioner and more recently as Canon Chancellor

“Each one of these communities..
has taught us about the
extraordinary things that can be
achieved by God’s grace through
the local church”
& Missioner at Exeter Cathedral. Fruitful ministry
comes, not by ‘doing to’ but by ‘doing with’
communities and each one of these communities
will always occupy a special place in our hearts for
what they taught us about the extraordinary things
that can be achieved by God’s grace through the
local church.
Arthur and I want to thank so many friends for
their love and support during recent days and we
dearly hope to return to the West Country at some
point in the future as it has won our hearts.
As we move to London to experience an entirely
fresh new context I take with me a huge sense of
gratitude for the opportunities and experiences my
time here has given and I wonder what lessons are
waiting for me to learn there? Perhaps they have
‘UZZERS’ as well? I shall have to wait and see…
With love and prayers for our continued
partnership in the Gospel,
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HIDDEN STAIRS AND WALL
PAINTINGS DISCOVERED
Ancient wall paintings, a
hidden staircase and access
to a rood loft have been
discovered during routine
maintenance at a church
near Tiverton.

T

he exciting find was
made at St Peter’s
Church, Knowstone
when urgent repair
work began on an
area of badly cracked plaster
on the south wall close to the
chancel. Removal of wooden
boards revealed an arch and a
set of steps and above this the
entry to the Rood loft.
Experts, including an
archaeologist, architect,
conservator and structural
engineer, were despatched
to investigate the find by the
diocesan Church Buildings
department. It was discovered
that the Roodscreen had not

been totally destroyed and was
in fact on display in three panels
– one on the front of the pulpit
and two others on lecterns.
Louise Bartlett, diocesan
Senior Church Buildings
Adviser, said: “The importance
of the material which has
been revealed cannot be overestimated, and we look forward
to working closely with the PCC

and their architect to ensure
that these important discoveries
are properly understood and
conserved for the future.”
Churchwarden Reg Howe said:
“The PCC and our parishioners
are very excited about our
‘discovery’ and we look forward
to the time when it becomes a
feature of great interest in our
lovely 15th century church.”
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H

osting a conference
discussing
Plymouth’s social
issues, holding a
Dementia Carol
Service and running courses
to help people with financial
planning are just some of the
things that the Transforming
Plymouth Together (TPT) initiative
has achieved so far.
TPT is a joint venture with
Church Urban Fund, our diocese
and the churches in Plymouth,
was set up as a direct response
to the Plymouth Fairness
Commission Report. Following
consultation, five key areas
were agreed as the focus for
the initial work. These are social

Liz Hocking from Crediton has
recently returned from the Holy
Land working as an Ecumenical
Accompanier (EA) to monitor the
impact of the military occupation
on Palestinians’ daily lives.

Joanna Bound, Chris Forster and Sally Farrant at the Dementia Carol Service

isolation, financial resilience,
migrant vulnerability, child
poverty and health inequality.
TPT Development Worker
Chris Forster said: “The first
18 months have been good for
getting to know people and to
identify where the issues are, as
well as drawing support from the
churches in delivering responses
and putting things into action.”
Chris is focussed on
supporting and encouraging

churches to get involved with
their communities at grass
roots level through hosting
money management courses,
community events and dementiafriendly initiatives. He is also
looking for TPT advocates with
ideas for future work and who
could share news about TPT with
their churches.
For details call Chris on
07710096210

90,000 ATTEND DEVON COUNTY SHOW
Bishop Nick, Deputy President of the Devon County Show, greets show President Her Royal Highness the
Countess of Wessex. Over 90,000 people attended the three-day event in Exeter. Visitors were able to take a
break in the churches’ tent which offered free hot drinks and children’s activities.
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Working for
human rights

E

cumenical Accompaniers are
invited by the World Council
of Churches to witness
and accompany vulnerable
communities and individuals.
They live with local communities,
participate in daily activities and give
voice to local groups working non-violently
for peace. People volunteer from all over
the world. Liz, 68, a member of Holy
Cross Church, had worked in a Kibbutz
as a student in 1969 and although she
hadn’t returned since then, said she “had
watched the situation develop over
the decades”.
When she became aware of the
opportunity to volunteer, she signed up
immediately for a three month placement
the experience as she felt called to “be a witness
as she had always wanted to return.
to events”.
Living with Palestinian shepherds in the
Liz would love to talk to groups about her direct
South Hebron hills, surrounded by illegal Jewish
experiences accompanying Palestinians. She adds:
settlements, Liz was able
“We take human rights
“We
take
human
rights
for
to record interaction with
for granted. I can share
soldiers and settlers,
granted. I can share how the
how the Palestinians
accompany schoolchildren
feel about their daily
Palestinians
feel
about
their
daily
passing through the
lives under occupation
separation barriers and give lives under occupation and how it and how it also affects
protection by her presence.
Israelis. Both sides live
also affects Israelis.”
Responding to call outs
with high stress levels.”
and through regular visits she was able to take
Liz said: “I feel people need to know what is
thousands of photos and video footage. This
actually happening now on the ground and I can tell
evidence is used by the United Nations to monitor
them. I can also advise people considering joining
human rights abuses.
the programme. It is a great opportunity to care for
Despite it being a challenging time, Liz, who is
people pastorally.”
married with three children, was deeply moved by
Contact Liz by email: lizbhocking@gmail.com
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