ALIVE TO
GOD

CHORISTERS TACKLE
THREE PEAKS
CHALLENGE

Prayer boxes at Cathedral

The Ven Douglas Dettmer
Archdeacon of Totnes

O

n 4 June, the evening of Pentecost, it
was a joy to see Exeter Cathedral filled
with people who had come from every
corner of Devon to close the ten-day
global wave of prayer for the Church’s
mission, ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’ Many of those present
have remarked to me how powerful they found the
experience of local churches from across the county
gathering in the mother church of the diocese to
pray together, with a deep sense of unity and shared
purpose in doing so. That was how it felt to me too.
Growing in Prayer’ is one of our three diocesan
priorities, and rightly the first on the list because
it is the one on which the others depend. The
praying in which we seek to grow is sometimes
private and personal, sometimes shared with
others. Theologically, it is probably true to say that
individual prayer is secondary to and dependent
upon the ongoing corporate prayer of the Christian
community. But whether it is the prayer of the
whole church or the personal prayer of you and
me, to pray is simply to be in a living relationship
with God our creator—a relationship broken by our
faithlessness, restored by God’s love in Christ, and
expressed through promise and grace on God’s
side, trust and obedience on ours.
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We are always in relation to him,
never away from his presence, and
‘underneath are the everlasting
arms.’
Growth in prayer ultimately means growth in the
quality of our relationship with God.
God is there whether we are thinking about him
or not, whether we are in a place set apart as holy
or out in the mundane spaces and activities of
daily life. We are always in relation to him, never
away from his presence, and ‘underneath are the
everlasting arms.’
When we pray, whether in words or silence,
activity or stillness, we allow ourselves to be fully
present in the relationship with God, the channels
of communication open, available to him as he
is to us across the infinite qualitative difference
between God and ourselves which is bridged only
by his grace, honest with him in our feelings and
thoughts, our concerns and hopes, ready to receive
both strength and challenge from his gracious word
to us.
St Paul wrote that to have been baptized is to be
‘alive to God’ in Jesus Christ our Lord. When we are
fully present to God, our prayer bears fruit in praise of
him and lives more closely aligned to his will—signs
of the Kingdom for which Jesus taught us to pray. As
we seek to grow in prayer, so let us pray earnestly for
this immeasurable gift.
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The team will take on an extra
challenge by singing at a
church in each area

PALS AT PRAYER IN EXMOUTH!
An Exmouth school prayer
initiative proves popular
with children

W

hile some of
us as adults
may struggle
with prayer, an
Exmouth school
prayer initiative is so popular with
children, it is more a problem
having enough time for all of the
children’s prayers! At the Beacon
CofE Primary School children are
part of an initiative called Prayer
Pals, pioneered by church worker
Abi Tokens and Nigel Candelent,
the Youth & Families Worker for
the Littleham-cum-Exmouth with
Lympstone Mission Community.
Children in each class are
encouraged to pray and to write
down prayers about anything
ranging from giving thanks for
family or friends, to those who
are unwell and the needs of the
wider community and world.
In each class two boys and two
girls are nominated as Prayer Pals.
They meet together across the
year groups regularly with the

Head Mrs Sue Lockwood, and they
pray through the prayers which
have been collected up from
each class.
Revd James Hutchings, Team
Rector, said: “Prayer Pals show how
we should not be fearful either
about the capacity of children to
pray or about the roots of faith
which our church schools are
laying down. Indeed the adult
church needs to look at how
prayer is a natural God-planted
instinct and the ways in which the
church can help nurture this in
all ages”.
The Beacon School enjoyed
hosting the recent visit of Bishop

Sarah on Ascension Day when she
was visiting Exmouth to launch
Thy Kingdom Come. The Prayer
Pals met and prayed with Bishop
Sarah, bringing a lovely mix of
enthusiastic questions and intense
prayerfulness.
The school and church would
recommend Prayer Pals to others
as an effective way of helping
children to pray, to show that
prayer is taken seriously, and
to deepen the sense of loving
community within the school.
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CHORISTERS
THREE PEAKS
CHALLENGE
A group of choristers from St
Andrew’s Church in Colyton
is to tackle the Three Peaks
Challenge. The aim is to climb
Ben Nevis, Sca Fell Pike and
Snowdon on three consecutive
days, 25, 26 and 27 July. The
traditional challenge is to do it
in 24 hours, but the team will be
taking on an extra challenge in
singing a service at a church in
each area.
The group will raise money for
the charity Young Minds, working
in the field of young people’s
mental health, and is in memory

Stephen Hancock is to be the new
Diocesan Secretary for our diocese.
He will oversee the administration
and finances and be an important
voice in the senior staff shaping
policy.
Choristers from St
Andrew’s Church Colyton
of George Werb, a youngster
from the parish who tragically
took his own life a few years
ago.
The choir of St Andrew’s has
given a number of fund-raising
concerts for Young Minds in
the last few years, and some
members did a sponsored
parachute drop for the cause.
We are hoping that this event
will not only raise much-needed

funds but also that by singing
the services and engaging
with church people and others
afterwards (and maybe on the
mountain-sides themselves)
the team will be able to raise
awareness of the issue of
mental health in the young.
Donations may be made on the
team’s JustGiving page: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
standrewswalk

SINGING PILGRIMS
Twenty singers enjoyed a singing minipilgrimage visiting three churches and
enjoying worship in the Upper Teign Valley.
Beginning in Christow Church, the group
then walked to Higher Ashton and finished at
Doddiscombsleigh.
Pilgrim Lionel Holmes said: “Despite the rain
the whole event was hugely memorable.”

ALIVE TO GOD CLERGY CONFERENCE
This year’s Diocesan Clergy
Conference is entitled Alive to
God and is to be held at the Royal
Agricultural University, Cirencester
from Monday 4th to Thursday
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7th September. Shaped around
our three diocesan priorities Pray,
Grow and Serve, the conference
will include keynote speakers,
workshops and bible study.

A variety of workshops, will
help to explore the vision in more
depth and give an introduction to
broader themes and contexts.
Please pray for all attending.

All singing
diocesan
secretary

S

tephen is the son of a priest,
his father Paul is a Prebendary
at Exeter Cathedral. He has
experienced both rural ministry
and inner-city ministry through
his dad moving on to new church roles
and, although he says it wasn’t always easy
being the son of a clergyman, he felt a great
deal of satisfaction from being a server
in church.
He has been a commercial director of
HSBC bank for nearly 10 years, with 19 years
of leadership and finance experience at
Barclays prior to this, and brings this wealth
of experience with him to the diocese. Of
the decision to take on the role Stephen
deliver it with others.”
says: “God moves in mysterious ways. 2017
When he isn’t thinking strategically, Stephen
started off as a standard year for me and my family
relaxes by singing in a Barbershop Quartet and he
and then this fantastic opportunity to serve the
also sings in a 40 strong chorus which takes part in
Church cropped up. This is my home diocese and I
national competitions and has toured the USA and
am excited to play my part in delivering the diocesan
Netherlands. He says: “Singing is great for the soul and
vision for the people of Devon.”
a good release
It also turns out that Stephen’s wife of 17 years
for stress.”
Sandra, son Tom, 13, daughter Lucy, 12 and
“God moves in
He finishes: “My focus
much-loved dog Sasha may experience further
mysterious
ways...
I
am
initially will be getting
change this year as they have an unexpected
opportunity to move to a new home.
excited to play my part .” to know people in the
diocese, the diocesan
Stephen, who was awarded an HSBC
team, Bishops and others, to understand their
outstanding people award earlier in the year, adds:
strengths and the opportunities for growth. I want to
“I get a lot of satisfaction from seeing people grow
encourage people and to foster collaboration. I am
and develop and have been told I am pastoral in
excited to look further at the Bishop’s vision and to
my approach. I do care about the life of the Church
see how we can transfer that into action so we can
and think I bring lots of transferable skills. I think the
change people’s lives in Devon.”
diocesan vision is great and I look forward to helping
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