CHURCHES
– PLACES OF
SAFETY AND
REFUGE
The Rt Rev Dame
Sarah Mullally
Bishop of Crediton
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hose who have heard me speak about my
faith will have heard me talk about it being
the anchor of my soul. In God I have in the
words of the psalmist found my rock, my
fortress and my deliverer. It is in God whom
I take refuge (Psalm18:2).
As the body of Christ we are called to reflect the
nature of Christ, the nature of God and I believe
that as churches, part of the body of Christ we
are called to be places of safety, places in which
people can take refuge. This is why I believe that
safeguarding is at the heart of the gospel.
In the forward in the soon to be published new
Diocesan Safeguarding Policy for children, young
people and adults Bishop Robert talks about how
in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus tells his followers: ‘You
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill top
cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5.14).
We are called to be a beacon of good practice in
the care and protection of children and vulnerable
adults – providing safe churches. As Jesus says
uncompromisingly: ‘If any of you put a stumbling
block before one of these little ones who believe in
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preaches at installation
ceremony in Plymouth

We are called to be a beacon
of good practice in the care
and protection of children and
vulnerable adults – providing
safe churches
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone
were fastened around your neck and you were
drowned in the depth of the sea’ (Matthew 18.6).
As the body of Christ in Devon we are not alone
in this challenge. The Diocese has resources to
support you. I have just attended one of the best
training days on Safeguarding and you can find
more information about these, plus many other
resources and contact details for all the team on
the diocesan website (details below.)
Let us pray that we may strive to be a church
where all people are welcomed into open and
secure communities that make Christ’s reconciling
peace known – places of safety and refuge.

safeguardingenquiry@exeter.anglican.org
www.exeter.anglican.org/safeguarding
T: Diocesan Safeguarding Officer Charlie Pitman
01392 345909
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WARNING TO CHURCHES AFTER
SPATE OF BURGLARIES
The Diocese of Exeter is
alerting all its churches to
be vigilant after the nighttime break-ins.

C

hurches across our
diocese are being
warned to be on their
guard after eight
church buildings in
towns from Crediton to Newton
Abbot were broken into and
ransacked in a spate
of burglaries.
Huge damage estimated to
run into tens of thousands
of pounds has been done to
stained glass windows and
internal doors and cupboards, as
the culprits seek computers and
other valuables.
Police are investigating
burglaries in Sidmouth parish
church, Teignmouth St Michael,
Mount Dinham Exeter, Crediton
Holy Cross, Holy Trinity Exmouth,
Highweek Newton Abbot, Exeter

Holy Trinity Exmouth

St Thomas and Ashburton
St Andrew’s.
Louise Bartlett, senior Church
Buildings Adviser for the Diocese
of Exeter, said: “The damage
done to some of our historic
churches has been extensive.
“It is very upsetting that our

churches, which are at the centre
of their communities and serve
and support so many community
groups and individuals, are being
targeted in this way. We are
alerting all our churches to be on
their guard and do all they can
to remove valuables from the
premises.”
Rev James Hutchings, Team
Rector of Littleham cum
Exmouth with Lympstone
Mission Community said: “The
break in at Holy Trinity caused
a lot of damage with a broken
stained glass window and
several internal doors damaged
beyond repair as the thief
looked for computer and other IT
equipment. Thankfully the main
church was not damaged and no
one was hurt. It is distressing to
have a sense of desecration in
a house of prayer, and to think
of what has driven the person
concerned to do this.”
communications@exeter.
anglican.org
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rofessor Rob Warner
was installed as ViceChancellor of Marjon
University in Plymouth
in a special service
at which University patron the
Bishop of Exeter presided and
preached.
Addressing students, staff and
dignitaries Bishop Robert said: “It
is my pleasure and privilege to
be here as we offically install Rob
Warner as vice-chancellor and we
seek God’s blessing on him and
Clergy celebrate with Mr Warner following his installastion service at
the university.
Marjon University. Pictured LtoR: Bishop Chris Goldsmith of Truro
Diocese, Cate Edmonds, Bishop Robert, Rob Warner and university
“A question for all of us is how
chaplain Nick Griffin.
can we build supportive and
sustainable communities in this
global world?
“No-one underestimates the
challenges that face universities
at this time. So as a new chapter
unfurls at Marjon and as Rob Warner
is installed, I pray that God will give
in 2018 and as we mark that anniversary we will look
him grace to lead this university with confidence and
at ways of providing new opportunities for students
with joy.”
across this region and beyond. We have a sense of
In his address Mr Warner said: “This university will
moral responsibility to provide education for all, so
celebrate 180 years of inclusive education
that everyone can fulfil their potential.”

NEW MARJON VICECHANCELLOR INSTALLED

NEWS IN BRIEF
HARVEST HELP FOR FARMERS:

Churches in our diocese are being asked to help
Devon farmers at times of challenge or crisis by
raising funds for the diocesan Agricultural Fund at
their Harvest celebrations. The fund is used to make
grants (typically £200 - £500) to people working
in the farming industry in Devon should they be
struggling for whatever reason. The diocese work
closely with the Farming Community Network,
who refer farmers as appropriate. To donate make
cheques payable to EDBF Ltd and send to
The Old Deanery, The Cloisters,
Exeter EX1 1HS.
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ORDAINED TO SERVE:

Please pray for those being ordained as deacons
and priests this month. 14 people are being
ordained as deacons by Bishop Robert in Exeter
Cathedral on Sunday 10 September. 12 priests
will be ordained in the parishes where they serve
over the weekend of 23 and 24 September. For
full details go to the news section on our website:
exeter.anglican.org

For Caroline Luff her long ministry
as a Cathedral chaplain allows her to
meet visitors from all over the world
and hear their encouraging stories.
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aroline Luff, who was one of
the first women to be ordained
in the Church of England, has
been a Cathedral Chaplain for
20 years and enthuses about
the role in which she gets to meet so many
interesting people.
She said: “I am so encouraged by
hearing people’s stories. This role is about
being seen around and ready to chat to
people. We offer a ministry of care and
reconciliation when needed and lead hourly
prayers, which I really enjoy preparing. It is
about reminding people that the Cathedral
is more than just a museum – it is a living
place of worship.”
Caroline and her husband Rev Philip Luff were in
She finishes by stressing the importance of the
Teignmouth for 27 years and brought up six children
role of chaplains to welcome people as they wander
there. They became a key part of town life but their
around the beautiful, sacred space.
connections to the Cathedral where Mr Luff is a
She says: “It is about making people feel that bit
Prebendary Emeritus, meant that they had
more welcome and I’ve had many ‘thank yous’ from
a wider outlook.
people when I have offered to pray for them.”
Caroline adds: “When I was licensed in a
There is a need for more
“We
offer
a
parish coming to the Cathedral was a counter
ordained chaplains and they
balance to the regular routine of ministry.”
ministry of care
would love to hear from priests
Caroline who was brought up in a church
feel called to support the
and reconciliation” who
going family says it feels like her “faith was
ministry of the Cathedral as it
always there” and it gives her “a framework for
looks to the future.
the decisions she has to make in life.”
Canon Dr Mike Williams is acting Dean until an
As Chaplain, Caroline sees her role as being there for
appointment is announced in the Autumn.
all in the Cathedral including visitors as well as the
For further details on Cathedral chaplaincy email
stewards, cleaners, flower arrangers and
Chris Bodkin: chris.bodkin@exeter-cathedral.org.uk or
people in the shop.
call 01392 285983.
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