GOD’S
LIBERATING
GRACE AND
LOVE
The Rt Rev Nick McKinnel
Bishop of Plymouth

F

ive hundred years ago, on 31 October 1517,
something happened that was to change
the church forever. Martin Luther’s action
in mailing his 95 Theses to the door of
Wittenberg Cathedral was, in effect, the event
that launched the Reformation.
The Augustinian monk could not bear to see the
people of his day weighed down by their sins and
exploited by those promising the release of souls from
purgatory by the sale of papal indulgences, the money
going to build the new basilica to St Peter in Rome. His
Theses challenged the authorities to debate the nature
of salvation and unlocked popular and
political grievances.
At about the same time, working on a lecture series
of his students, Luther struggled with the meaning
of the phrase ‘the righteousness of God’ in Romans
1:17. What was God like? How could we be righteous
before him? In his words: “I grasped the truth that the
righteousness of God is that righteousness whereby,
through grace and sheer mercy, he justifies us by faith.
“Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have
gone through open doors into Paradise. The whole of
scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before
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I grasped the truth that the
righteousness of God is that
righteousness whereby, through
grace and sheer mercy, he justifies
us by faith - Martin Luther
‘the righteousness of God’ had filled me with hate, now
it became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love.
This passage of Paul became to me a gateway
into heaven.”
Passionate, flawed, courageous, Luther rediscovered
the gospel of God’s loving and free grace, setting
people free from the burden of guilt as they trusted
in Christ. And it was all God’s work, to be received
through faith. While he and his friends drank their beer
in the beer cellars of Whittenberg, as he said, “The Word
did everything.”
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Fourteen people were
ordained as deacons in
Exeter Cathedral on
10 September.

JULIA’S NURSING
MINISTRY

MOTHERS’ UNION PROTEST OVER
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Around our diocese Mothers’
Union will campaign this
month for an end to genderbased violence

I

t is a stark fact that at least
one in three women globally
will experience some form
of gender-based violence
during their lives (World
Health Organisation). These and
other startling statistics make for
uncomfortable reading and is a
reason that the Mothers’ Union in
our diocese has joined a national
campaign to speak out about it.
The 16 days of activism against
gender-based violence, starts
this month on 25 November,
the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women, and finishes on 10
December, International Human
Rights Day.
During this time the Mothers’
Union in our diocese will be
staging protests around our

Mothers’ Union members
campaigning
diocese, including one outside St
Mary’s Church in Totnes. Banners
will be on display and members on
hand to chat to people.
Mothers’ Union Trustee John
Vinton said: “I care passionately
about a woman’s value and worth
in this world and that’s why it is so
important that we add our voices
to this campaign.”
He adds: “Mothers’ Union
has a huge variety of projects,
programmes and campaigns at

home and worldwide to promote
and maintain conditions in society
favourable to stable family life and
the nurture and protection
of children.
“We are a Christian Registered
Charity and we are fully inclusive. I
am tremendously proud to belong
to it and be part of it.”
To find out more about the work
of the Mothers’ Union go to: www.
mothersunion.org or call John
on: 01364 643482.
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NEW CATHEDRAL DEAN
ANNOUNCED

Julia shows God’s love by caring
for people’s physical, mental,
social and spiritual wellbeing

The next Dean of Exeter Cathedral is to be Jonathan Greener, Dean
of Wakefield. Go to exeter.anglican.org news for more details. Look
out for an interview with him in our December edition.

Ministering in
our parishes
through nursing

SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY EVENT
Two events in Plymouth for church leaders, RE and
science teachers being held this month aims to
bridge the ‘imaginary’ divide between science and
Christianity. Prof Sir Colin Humphreys, Director of
Research at the Department of Materials Science and

Metallurgy at the University of Cambridge will give a
talk and there will be presentations by members of the
local branch of Christians in Science. The events take
place on 23 November in Plymouth University. For
details and to register go to www.cissouthwest.co.uk.

‘SOUL FOOD’ AT CLERGY CONFERENCE

Over 250 clergy from across our diocese spent four
days at the ‘Alive to God’ clergy conference held at
the Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester. As well
as worship, bible study and time for meeting fellow
clergy, those attending heard from keynote speakers

and took part in workshops led by a variety of people
from around the UK. The conference and its schedule
focussed on our diocesan vision to Grow in Prayer,
Make New Disciples and Serve with Joy.
Vicar of Salcombe Daniel French said: “Aside from
speakers and workshops, meeting other clergy is really
important in a diocese so vast. It is good soul food. I
left wanting more and reminded of Bishop Robert’s
opening charge to ‘love our folk’.”
Ruth Hansford, from Northmoor Team Ministry, said:
“The clergy conference provided ideas and resources
aplenty, but also reminded us that first we need
to stop, listen, and be attentive. I have come back
renewed in my energy and commitment to work with
those within and across our local churches to figure
out, in each place and situation, how we can best
do that.”

ORDINATION JOY
Fourteen people were ordained as deacons in Exeter
Cathedral on 10 September. Bishop Bob the former Bishop
of Crediton preached at the special service. The new deacons
are now serving in parishes across Devon. Please pray for
them and for our deacons who were ordained as priests in
services held in churches around the county. For details go
to www.exeter.anglican.org/ordination-joy
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ulia Halpin is a parish nurse in
the Two Rivers Team Mission
Community covering 11 parishes.
She is passionate about the
opportunities the initiative
presents for developing a caring and
creative approach to pastoral care and
mission in our communities.
Julia who has worked in Nepal with
Save the Children, has a background
in nursing, children’s nursing and has
worked as a health visitor and once
retired decided to work part-time with
Parish Nursing Ministries UK.
To be involved nurses have to be
registered and be employed, either paid
or voluntary, by their church or Mission
Community. They will work under the
guidance of their Team Vicar and will have
Church, taking faith to where people are.”
professional and spiritual mentoring.
There are about 90 Parish Nurses in the UK, all
Julia volunteers a day a week as a parish nurse and
qualified nurses who volunteer a few hours each
describes the scheme as “a gift for a Christian nurse as
week to work from their churches, offering individuals
it focusses on holistic nursing”. As part of her varied
and communities personal health advice, advocacy
work she currently offers to weigh babies at a mums
support and health education.
and toddlers session and can report any problems or
Julia’s vision is for every Mission
difficulties back to health visitors. Parish
Community to sign up for Parish
nurses do not treat people directly but
“We contribute
Nursing as she believes it will
support the work of other
health professionals.
to the mission of “release people’s gifts and allow
spiritual care of people” which she
She explains: “We work with people of
the
Church,
taking
believes is so often missing in our
all faiths and none. We do offer to focus on
care system.
a person’s spiritual needs if they want it.
faith to where
For further details visit http://
Basically we are there to offer the love of
people
are.
”
parishnursing.org.uk or call
God, not put bums on seats in churches,
Julia on 07771728016.
but we do contribute to the mission of the
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