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GREATEST
SHOW AT
FAMILY FEST
Fr Will Hazelwood reflects
on a weekend of camping
and sacramental worship
with 170 people - PAGE 3

LEADING
LADIES

Service of thanks marks 25 years
of women priests - PAGE 2

HOLIDAY HUNGER PROJECT
SCOOPS LOTTERY FUNDING

A

charity which helps
to tackle poverty in
Plymouth and runs
summer holiday
groups for school
children has been awarded more
than £9,000 in National Lottery
Awards for All funding to support
its work.
Transforming Plymouth
Together (TPT) is a joint venture
between Church Urban Fund and
the Diocese of Exeter and has
the support of all the churches
in the city.
“There are an estimated
11,500 children in Plymouth and
many parents struggle to feed
their families, especially in the
holidays. Feast of Fun events,
run by TPT, are the opportunity
for churches to support, feed
and be a place of welcome in
their community,”said Hannah
Fleming-Hill, a project
development worker for TPT.
The events are designed to be

aspirational and bring the
churches across Plymouth
together in a common cause to
provide free and healthy meals
throughout the summer. But it’s
not just about food: the Feast
of Fun combines fun activities
every day in a safe environment
which engage and care for a
wide range of local people.
Hannah added: “We are in the
third year of holiday hunger
events and each year we are
getting more churches involved
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and reaching more families. We
have a variety of activities from
parachute games, dance
sessions, crafts to Noah-themed
water fights and healthy eating
cooking classes! This builds on
the Asset Based Community
Development approach that we
follow using the assets of the
churches whether it be buildings
or people.”
Chris Forster, Transforming
Plymouth Together’s
Development Worker said: “This
new funding from The National
Lottery is great news for
Plymouth as it will allow us to
expand our work with families
and make a real positive impact
in many more people’s lives.”
TPT has also received funding
from National Lottery Community
Fund, North Yard Trust, Virginia
House Trust, Bellefonte Trust
and is also putting funding in
themselves as Transforming
Plymouth Together.
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
OF WOMEN’S MINISTRY

EXETER STUDENT CHURCH
GETS £1.3M GRANT
A worshipping community
reaching out to Exeter’s students
has been awarded more than
£1.3m to get started following
a successful bid for national
Strategic Development Funding.
The initiative will be based at
St Matthew’s Church, close to
the university’s St Luke’s
campus and will open its doors
in time for Freshers’ Week in
September.
The project is being led by
former Exeter student, Reverend
Ed Hodges. He has moved back
to the city to take up the role
along with his wife Jess, who

also studied at Exeter, and their
two children.
He said the church’s vision
was to be “a beating heart for
Exeter….creating a sense of
belonging and equipping people
to lead extraordinary Christian
lives.”
“Our aim is to reach a
generation who might otherwise
never come to church, and that
means making church
accessible, relevant and
welcoming.”
Work over the summer will
make the current church building
more student-friendly.

EXETER BELLRINGERS WIN COMPETITION
A team of Exeter bellringers has won first place in the National 12
Bell Striking Contest.
The triumphant team, all of whom are members of the Exeter
Cathedral Society of Ringers, have been building
up to the competition for ten years.
Matthew Hilling, who heads up the team, said
the roar when his team won ‘sent shivers down
my spine.’

EXETER.ANGLICAN.ORG

Priests from across the whole
of Devon processed through
the streets of Exeter before
a service in the cathedral
to celebrate 25 years of
women being ordained to the
priesthood.
More than 100 women,
including many who were
ordained in 1994, carried white
roses to remember those who
have since died. The service
ended with prayers and a final
song in the sunshine, followed
by Pimms and a cream tea.

NEW PRIMARY
SCHOOL OPENED
St James Church of England
Primary and Nursery School
in Okehampton has marked
its opening with a ceremony
presided over by The Bishop
of Exeter and the Chairman of
Devon County Council.
Pupils, parents, staff and
governors were joined by the
design and construction teams
to celebrate.
Bishop Atwell led prayers and
performed the blessing of the
school cross which has been
handcrafted out of Devon Oak by
local group, Men in Sheds.

The 170strong
contingent
enjoyed fun,
games and
Benediction

Serving with joy…

FATHER
WILL
The Vicar of Dartmouth,
Father Will Hazelwood, tells us
about the increasingly popular
Family Fest camping weekend,
about the forthcoming annual
pilgrimage to Walsingham (this
time with teenagers) and why
he was determined never to be
ordained...

Called to serve: Fr Will rustles
up a feast at Family Fest

As the 13th generation of priests in your family; did
you ever consider a different path?
Coming from such a long line of clergy I was
absolutely determined not to be a priest! At 16,
I began a four year apprenticeship with the MOD
learning to be a mechanic. After a spell of travelling
I went to University aged 22 and took a degree in
marketing and personnel management. I think God
had been calling me to be a priest all my life, but I
finally began to heed the call whilst at university.
What do you think is the most important aspect of
being a priest?
Making the unquenchable love of Christ for each of
us known and visible in a World so in need of his
love and peace.
Are there areas in the Church of England that need
to be changed or adapted if it is to survive?
I think we need to regain our confidence in the
unique message which we have been given to
share. We need to seek fresh ways of serving
the communities that we are called to build the
kingdom of God in.
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Tell us about Family Fest
Family Fest came into existence four years ago
because a number of parishes in the diocese
wanted something to encourage the families in
our churches to realise that they are not always a
minority and to attract fringe families into a deeper
relationship with God.
The weekend has grown every year since, with
over a 170 people camping this year. The weekend
is a mix of fun-filled sacramental worship, food
and laughter. I am very proud of all that we have
achieved in His name.
What will be different about this year’s pilgrimage
to the Shrine of Our Lady in Walsingam?
It was a real honour to be asked to become one
of the Guardians of the Shrine of our Lady of
Walsingham. The Shrine has a wonderful pilgrimage
ministry to young and old and I, and the benefice of
Dartmouth and Dittisham, are regular pilgrims. For
the first time in a number of years we are taking
a group of young people from the Diocese on the
youth pilgrimage in August. Please keep us in your
prayers.
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PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS
The Venerable
Douglas Dettmer
Archdeacon of
Totnes

A

s I write, the Conservative Party is in
the midst of choosing a new leader
and thus a new Prime Minister for the
United Kingdom. By the time you
read this, 10 Downing Street’s new
occupant (barring any last-minute dramas) should
be in place. He will take office in an atmosphere of
sharp division within this country’s political life and
increasing mistrust of institutions and leaders. The
stormy weather of division and mistrust is part of a
shift in the global political climate and a challenge for
people everywhere who seek to work together for the
common good.
In this climate, how are Christian disciples and
the Church as a whole called to engage with civic
authority, over and above the exercise of those
responsibilities which belong to all members of a
democratic society—including the duty to inform
ourselves about public issues, to take our part in
public debate, and to vote in elections?
Scripture directs us toward at least four priorities
for Christian people, living as we do in varied
societies and in a global context. The first is due
obedience to the law of the land justly ordained by the
civic authority, both for the sake of good order in the
community and as an example of right living to those
outside the faith.
The second is the duty to pray earnestly for those
entrusted with civic responsibilities, that the whole
community may share a godly and mutually respectful
peace.

Along with such prayer must go the pastoral
care and support for our political leaders and
representatives which, as human beings often under
considerable personal pressure, they particularly need.
The third, which corrects any temptation to uncritical
regard for state power or idolatrous worship of it, is
the duty to challenge injustice and oppression in all
its forms and to defend the cause of the weak and
vulnerable. The prophetic ministry of the people of
God, proclaiming God’s word of judgement against
the misuse of power, is at the heart of the Old
Testament witness and an inescapable calling for those
who follow Jesus Christ.
The fourth, and possibly most important, is
the calling of all baptised Christians to walk in
newness of life by the grace of God. Christian
faith proclaims that Jesus Christ is Lord, the same
Lord who took the form of a servant and gave
himself to death on a cross. The values of our
society have been shaped by the faith of the
Church, which is woven into the national history.
Christian churches are the custodians of that faith
and of those values.
Perhaps the greatest gift which those who seek to be
Christian disciples can give our wider civic community
is the example of lives which are becoming more
loving, self-giving, just and faithful, according to the
pattern revealed to us in Jesus Christ. For this we
will need the grace of God to shape our lives afresh,
making them clearer signs of God’s coming kingdom
the Commonwealth of heaven in which our ultimate
citizenship is found.
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